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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Taxnpy H. TRICE, a citl-
zen of the United States residing at St. Jo-
seph, in the county of Buchanan and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Line-Checks; and I do
declare the following tobe a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertalns to make and use the same, reference
being had totheaccompanying drawings, and
to Lhe letters of reference marked thel eon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to line-checks for at-
taching to drive-lines for horses; and the ob-
Jects of my improvements are, first, to pro-
vide a method that will preventone line hang-
ing so slack that by a sudden or strong pull
upon the other ‘line the horse will be swung
so far around that the vehicle is liable to be
overturned; second, to provide means for
holding the lines sufficiently taut to prevent
either line dropping and catching under an
end ot the shaftsorpole, and thuscausing ac-
cidents,and,third,toprovide ameansby which
theordinary checkrein may be dispensed with
and the drive-lines made to serve the double
I attain these
objects by the mechanism illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the en-
tire invention, and Fig. 2 is a perspective
view as it appears with clasp swung open to

-permit the insertion or removal of a line.

In the views similar Jetters refer to similar
parts. ~
A is a set thumb- screw, having a circular
plate b rigidly attached to its low er end.
Disaclasp with a femalescrew Cin the mid-
dle, through which serew A operates. Clasp

D swings on a pivot E, the pivot attaching the
clasp to plate, piece, or strip F. |
I is a solid plate or piece of the form shown |

'l' &

in drawings, and is preferably cast with the
upper part G flanged and having a projec-
tion H, with socket I, to receive and hold
down the swinging end of clasp D. When
the end of (,Iasp D is swung into its socket I,

a slot J 1s formed between elasp D and piece

F for the purpose of receiving the drive-line. 5o

This clasp being swung open, as in Fig.2.the
line is placed in slot J 1n piece I, cldsp D is
swung into 1ts socket, as in Fig‘. 1, and the
thumb-screw A revolved downward by hand
until the drive-line is held immovable and

- secure between circular plate B and piece F,

and at same time through the same force the
swinging end of clasp Dis pressed against the
upper side of socket I and held therein firmly.

My invention may be cast of brass or any
suitable material,and as lines both round and

flat are inuse I reserve to myself the right to

cast clasp D either straight or cuarved, in order
t) secure a proper form of slot to receive lmes
of either shape.

In use a pair of these line-checks are at-

tached to the drive-lines just back of the tur-
rets on the harness-saddle. The line-checks
being cast of greaterlengththan the diameter
of the ring of the turrets, they are prevented
slipping through the turrets unless turned
and pressed thr ough by hand.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

A line-check consisting of a flanged plate,
a swinging clasp pwoted on. the base, a set-
SCrew passing' through the clasp and carrying
on its lower end a disk, and an angular pro-
jection H on the base extendingover the free
end of the clasp, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my sign &13111‘(-} in

presence of two witnesses.
TANDY 1. TRIOE

Witnesses:
W. . FAULEIGH,
J. H. CONwWAY.
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