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To all whom tt may concerm: |

Be it known that I, WILFRED 1. OHMER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Day-
ton, in the county of Montgomery and State

¢ of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
- Improvemen®sin a Combined Letter-File and
Binding-Case, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings. |
1o  This invention relates to a combined letter-
~ file and binding-case.

The object is to produce a combined letter-
file and binding-case in which the letter-file
is so arranged within the binding-case as to

15 admit of its being removed, if desired, cither
for the purposeof replacing a new one within
the binding-case or for filing one away when

illed.
~ With these objects in view the invention

20 consists, broadly, of a binding-case having a
letter-file secured therein by means of a re-
movable binder; furthermore,in the peculiar
construction of the back of the binding-case,
and, finally, in the various novel details of con-

25 struction, as will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed in the specification, illustrated in the
drawings, and more particularly pointed out
in the claims. | -

In the accompanying drawings, forming

30 part of this specification, and in which like

letters and ficures of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts, I have illustrated one form
of a back and binder for a combined letter-
file and binding-case with modifications em-

35 bodying the essential features of my inven-
tion, although the same may be carried into
effect in other ways without in the least de-
parting from the spirit thereof.

" In the drawings, Ifigure 1 is a perspective

40 viewof acombinedletter-fileand binding-case,
showing the letter-file secured in place therein,
the front and lid of the binding-case being
curved. Fig. 2isasectional view of thesame,
showingmoreclearly thepeculiar construction

45 of the back and the manner of securing the

ends of the binder in place. Iig.3isasimilar
view showing another form of back. Iig. 4
is 5 view of a different form of binder. Iig.

5 is a perspective view showing & different
so manner of securing the endsof the binder In
place from that shown in the other figure.

|

| upon the backs.

Figs. 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12, 13, and 14 are detail
views showing various modifications of bind-
ers and the manner of securing them in place
IFig. 15 is another modifica- 55
tion of binder with the back insection. Fig.

| 16 is a detail view of a tube upon which 1s

mounted the leaves of the letter-file; Fig 17, a
leaf of a file, showing eye-holes; and Ifigs. 13,
19, and 20, detail views of other modified forms 6o
of binders.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
binding-case, which may be made of any suit-
able material. Thefrontofthelid 1is curved,
as shown at 2, so as to rest upon the bottom 65
3, and the front 4 is curved so as to rest upon
the letter-file 5§ when closed. -

It is to be understood, however, that I do
not limit myself to the curved feature of the
lid and front, inasmuch as 1 may construct 7o
them in the ordinary manner. -

If desired, the lid may be made spring-actu-
ated, as suggested at a, so as to cause it to
close automatically, and the front 4 may be
made spring-actuated, as suggested at b, to 75
cause it to exert a constant pressure uponthe
letter-file, so that should its position be re-
versed—thatis, held frontside down—the con-
tents of the letter-file will be prevented from
dropping out. In order to guard further So
against the latter contingency, 1 provide a
suitable fastening device for holding the lid
closed, which may be either a simple form of
spring-catch or tapes may be employed, which
latter are tied in the usual manner.

The back 6 of the binding-case, which forms
one of the essential features of this invention,
is constructed either of wood or of any other
suitable material, and is provided with a
curved rear portion 7, forming the back proper go
of the binding-case, and with {wo outwardly-
extending flanges 8, which may extend either
the entire length of the back or a short dis-
tance thereof, as may be desired, so as to
form a recess 9, in which the rear ends of the 93
leaves forming the letter-file extend. These
leaves 10 may be constructed of any suitable
material, but preferably in this instance of oil-
board, and are held in place in the binding-
case either by passing a wirell throngh each. roo
of the apertures 12 and bringing the said

35

| wires over the back of the binding-case and
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twisting or tying their endstogether,asshown | In Fig. 8, which is still another modifica-

at 13 1n Figs. 1, 2, and 3, or by employing
tapes orstrings, which latter are held in place
by glue or any other suitable adhesive sub-
stance. As is well understood, the leaves are
arranged in this manner so as to admit of
their being moved vertically, and also to
cause them to occupy a level plane, which
could not be accomplished were they flexibly
secured at their inner ends to the back. By
varying the length of the flanges 8 from the
back outward the apertures 12 in the letter-
file may be placed at different distances from
their edges, thereby overcoming any tendency
of tearing out from constant use; but by pro-
viding the apertures with eyelets this obsta-
cle will be effectually overcome.

In-Fig. 3 I have shown a modification of
the back shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In thisin-
stance the back 14 is made bow-shaped, either
by steaming or by dressing to that shape.
This latter construction will obviate any cut-
ting away of the material to produce the
flanges 8, which fact will be appreciated, as
less labor will be required for their produc-

- tion.

In Fig. 4, which is another modification of

~the back, a vertical piece 15 has secured to it

30

35

55
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in any suitable manner two pieces 16, which
extend at right angles to the vertical piece
and form flanges 17, similar to the flanges 8
in Kig.1. Through suitable openingsin these

flanges are inserted one or more rods 18, the |

upper ends of which are secrew-threaded and
carry thumb-nuts 19. By this construction
it will be readily seen that the letter-file may
be removed from the binding-case with ease.

In Fig. 5 the binder 20 is held in place upon
the back by winding or twisting the ends of
the wire or cord, forming the same around a
screw 21, and then screwing the same to its
seat. If desired, however, a screw may be
inserted from the inside of the back and ex-
tend through the outside and carry on its
outer end a thumb-screw, which may be
turned down upon the binder after it has
been twisted upon the screw.

In Figs.6and 71 have shown another man-

ner of securing the binder in place and also

for holding the letter-file in place upon the
binder. In Fig. 6 the back is constructed

with the flanges similar to those deseribed in
the foregoing cases, with the exception that
the top one 22 is dropped below the upper
edge and forms arecess 23,in which the ends
of the binder24aresecured, either by a staple
or in any othersuitable manner. The letter-
file in this case is mounted.upon a wire 25,
the upper and lower ends of which are formad
into a loop 26, which fit around the binder.
Thus when the letter-file has become filled,
1t will not be necessary to remove the binder,
but only turn out the loops 26, when the let-
ter-file may be removed from the binding-case

~and filed away. In Fig.7 the same construc-

tion is shown, except that the back iscurved,
as shown in Fig. 3.

) rod is not enlarged.

tion, the flanges are done away with and sta-
ples 27 are substituted in their stead. The
binder is also done away with, and the letter-
file is mounted upon a wire 28, similar to that
shown in Kigs. 6 and 7. .

In Iigs. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14 I have
illustrated several other modifications of the
ideas embodied in the other figures. In Fig.
J the flanges 29 are secured to the back and
the back itself is curved. In Fig. 10 thesame

general construction is shown asin Fig. 9,

with a difference in the manner of holding
the binder in place. In this instance the
ends of the binder are forced into the flanges,
as shown atv 30.. In Fig. 11 the binder is held
in place upon the back by having its upper
end bent down and info the flange and by
inserting a screw or rivet 31 by the side of
the wire, so as to hold it firmly in place, and
the lower end is inserted in the flange. In
this instance the binder is provided with a
washer 82, which is rigidly secured to the
sald binder and is designed to prevent the
letter-file from becoming detached from the
binder when the same is removed. In Fig.
12 the back is provided with recesses 33, in
which fits strips 34, carrying the binder 35.
These strips are designed to.fit within the
recesses 55, and are held in place therein by

75
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means of staples 34" or by any other suitable

means. In Fig. 135 the back is provided with
dovetailed tongues 36, which are adapted to be
engaged by strips 37, having dovetailed
grooves 33. In this case the binder is se-
cured in any suitable manner to the strips, as
by riveting or forcing the ends into the strips.
In Fig. 14 the back is provided with a dove-
tailed strip 39, which may be either secured
to the back or made integral therewith, and

100
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with a plain strip 40. The binder in this .

case is provided at one end with a button 41,
adapted to fit within the dovetailed strip, and
theotherend isdesigned tobe passed through
an opening 42, after which it may be turned
under so as to hold the binder securely in

place.

The type of binder illustrated in connec-
tion with the series of compartments and let-
ter-files 1s that shown in Fig. 18. In thig
form the binder 48 is secured to the bottom of
the binding-case or filing-case, as it may be,
while to the upper portion is secured a plate
49. In this plate is formed a recess 50 to fit
over the end of binder-rod 48. Over this bind-
er-rod 18 placed a tube 51, upon which the
Index-sheets composing the letter-files are
strung. By loosening the screw 52, which
holds the plate 49 to the back, the rod 48 is
released, and the tube, with its index sheets or
files, may be removed. In Fig. 19 substan-
tially the same form is shown, except that the
plate 49 and the rod 48 are formed in one
piece. The tube may or may mnot be used
with either of these forms, though it is pre-
ferred to use the tube when the foot of the

110
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In Fig. 20 the foot of the rod is enlarged by |

a head 53 and the tube is omitted, the head
acting to prevent the mdex-sheets from slip-
ping oﬁ of the rod when the rod is removed.
The plate 49 in this form is permanently fixed
o the back, and a supplemental plate 54 1s
fastened to the plate 49 and arranged to cover

~ an opening in the plate 49, in whlch the up-

1O

per end of the rod 48 is itted. The plate 54
serves to hold the rod down.

In practice it may be found that it will be
desirable to have the letter-file so constructed
as to admit of its being removed from the
binder without the leaves being separated.
In order to accomplish this result a tube 47
is provided, which extends through the ap-
ertures of the leaves forming the letter-file,

- and is either riveted or upset at its upper and

20
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lower ends to form a shoulder 48", (Shown
in Fig. 16,) The binder-wire 49 may be se-
cured to the back in any of the forms shown
after passing through the tube.

In Iig. 15 the plate 49 has a screw-threaded
hole, and the binder-wire 48 is in the form of
an elongated screw and has a short threaded
portion 48", The tube 47 may or may not be
used in this form.

Having thus fully described my inv entmn,
what I clmm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, i8—-

1. The combmatmn,mth a binding-case, of
a back having flanges and index-sheets and
a removable bmd er engaging the flanges and
the index-sheets.

2. A binding-case having a back provided

with flanges, a binder ada_pted to engage said |

flanges, and index-sheets having tubes mount-
ed thel ein and adapted to engage the said
blnder

. The combination, with the binding-case,
of a back having a recess, index-sheets, and
a binder or binders secured in front of the re-

cessed portion upon which the index-sheets

are mounted.

40

4. The combination, with a binding-case, of 45

the back having outwardlyae?tendmg ﬂa,nges

and a binder passing around said flanges and
secured to the said back, and mdex-sheets
carried by the binder.

5. In a binding-case, the combination of a
recessed back, a letter-file mounted in the re-
cessed portion, and a removable binder for

holding the letter-file in place, the said binder

being prowded with means whereby it may be
1ead11y attached to the binding-case and de-
tached therefrom.

6. A binding-case havmfr a plate secured

1o its back and a recess or hole in the plate,

and a binder-rod fitted into the said recess or
hole and upon the bottom of the case.

7. A binding-case having a plate secured
fo its back and a Tecess or hole in the plate, .

a binder-rod fitted into the said recess or
hole and upon the bottom, and a tube fitted
upon said rod, the tube passing through the
index-sheets.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

W’ILFRED I OHMER.

Wittiesses:
WARREN HULL,
H. M. PLAISTED.
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