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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MERRILL H. TILGHMAX,

OF NORFOLE, VIRGINIA.

BASKET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 440,446, dated November 11, 1890.
| Application filed Angust 29, 1890, Serial No,363,451, (No model.)

- To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, MERRILL II, TILGHMAN,
of Norfolk,in the county of Norfolk and State
of Virginia, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Baskets, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification. |
- My invention is an improvement in truck-
baskets, in which generic term I would in-

~clude all similar packages, and seeks to pro-

vide a simple novel construction by which to
strengthen and brace the package; and the
invention consists in certain novel construc-
tions and combinations of parts, as will be
hereinafter described, and pointed outin the
clals. | |

Inthedrawings, Figurelisa side elevation
of the basket,showing one pair of brace-strips
at the point of crossing. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the basket at about right angles to
the elevation shown in Fig. 1, showing the
lapped or crossed ends of the braces of both
pairs; and Fig. 3 is a cross-section on about
line 3 3 of Fig. 1. |

Except in the construction and arrange-
mentof the braces, the basket or package may
be of ordinary construction, preferably hav-
ing its body or main portion provided with
the bottom A, staves B, top hoop C, and bottom
hoop D, the staves B being preferably slightly
separated, as shown and as is usual in fruit-
baskets and the like.
- T'he basket is made in the circular eross-
sectional shape most clearly shown in Tig. 3.
T'he braces E are arranged in pairs, usually
two pairs, as shown. The brace-strips e of
each pair run spirally or diagonally in oppo-

site directions and are crossed at their mid-

dles, and are preferably nailed at such point
fogether and to the stave over which theyare
crossed. Ialsonail these brace-strips to each
stave they cross, so that they serve to tie the
staves firmly together, and are also held
throughouttheir lengths rigidly to the staves.
Now, aseach bracing-strip ¢ extends from top
to bottom of the basket and is crossed and
secured in the manner described, I secure an
efficient and at the same time simple form of
bracing construction, which serves to give

great rigidity and strength to the basket or |

——

| package. By preferencel arrange the braces 5o
or stays e in such manner that the ends of
the braces e of one pair are lapped or erossed
at B’ upon the adjacent ends of the braces of
the next pair, and secured as shown most
clearly in Fig. 2. By preference all the braces 55
are arranged at their ends to bear against the
top or bottom hoops C D, the lower ends of
the braces bearing against the upper sides of
the bottom hoop D and their upper ends
against the lower side of the top hoop C, as 6o
shown. It will be seen, therefore, that I pro-
vide the braces in pairs, each pair having its
strips or braces arranged diagonally and in
opposite directions and to cross each other,
as shown, and the braces or strips of each 63
pair being arranged to cross the braces or
strips of the next pair near their ends, so that
the braces of each pair aresecurely connected
and the braces of the several pairsare also con-
nected, thus bracing the basket or package 7o
crosswise, vertically, and diagonally, and ren-
dering the said basketf or package strong and
rigid in practically all directions.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is-— .

‘1. An improved basket or package, sub-
stantially as described, comprising the body
of the basket, made approximately circular
In cross-section and provided with braces ar-
ranged in pailrs, the bracesof each pair being 8o
arranged diagonallyin opposite directions to
cross each other at thelr middles, and being
secured, all substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

2. The improved basket herein described, 83
comprising the body of the basket and the
braces arranged in pairs, the braces of each
palr being arranged to cross each other at
their middles and the hraces of the adjacent
pairs being arranged to cross each other at a go
point near their ends, all substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. |

3. The improved basket herein described,

75

{ comprising the body of the basket,having up-

per and lower hoops and provided with diago- g5
nal bracesarranged to abut orbear attheir op-
posite ends against the said upper and lower
hoops, the said braces being arranged in pairs,
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the braces of each pair being arranged to | signed by me in the presence of two subscrib-
cross each other at their middles, and the | ing witnesses. - |
braces of one pair being arranged to crossthe - T AT
braces of the Eext pairbat a pzint near their MERRILL H. TILGHMAN.
5 ends, all substantially as and for the puarposes Witnesses: |
set forth. | | | P. B. TURPIN,
The above gpecification of my invention SOLON . KEMON.
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