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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 440,432, dated November 11, 1890.
Application filed September 5,1890, Serial No. 363,991, (No model,) -

1o atl whom it may concermn.:

Beit knownthatI, WiLLiaM E. T. MERRILL,
a cltizen of the Unlted States, and a lesulent
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
certain Implovements in Buckles, of which
the following is a specification.

The Ob,]eet of my invention is to constr uet

a cheap and simple form of buckle of such
chametel that, while the strap or band held

1o thereby will be firmly retained under ordi-
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nary circumstances, it can be readily adjusted

in the buckle when desired. This object I
attain in the following manner, reference be-
ing had to the &CCOIRp&H}TlHD drawings, in
‘Whleh—-—-

I'igure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved buckle. Iig.2is asimilar view show-
ing the parts detached from each other, and
Ifigs. 3 and 4 are sectional views on a larger

ferent position from that illustrated in Fig. 3.
The buckle comprises two parts A and B,

A Dbeing the body of the buck]e and B the
cldmpmm]eveI

The Lody A consists of a 1<,<3t‘mﬂnla1 plate
slightly bent or curved lanfrmudmally and.

having a serrated rib ¢ struck up therefrom
and projecting forward on the concave side
of the plate, the striking up of this rib form-

30 ing in the plate above the 1ib a slot b.
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The clamping-lever B of the buckle con-
sists of a piece of wire bent to form the bear-
ing-bar d, offset endse, side bars 7, and a lower
bal (7, at the center of which 18 a depending
hook £ for the reception of the usual small
ring on the waist-strap of the suspenders. The
st-mp or band z passes through the slot ), over
the serrated edge of the bar ¢, and thence

down under the bar d of the lever B, as shown |
40 1n Fig. 4, and the side bars

f of the clamp-

mn'-level B pass through openings ¢ in the
p]ate A of the buckle, and are free both to

g. 4 being shownin a dif- |

| slide and to swing in said openings, so that

on slackening up the pressure on the lever b
the same can be moved upward and outward,

so as to carry the bar d away from eontaet:

with the strap , as shown in Fig. 5,and the
said strap is theu free to be moved up or
down through the plate A for purposes of ad-
justment. W hen, however, the lever B is
drawn down as fm as the
the same will permit, the swinging of the le-
ver in the openings ¢ causes said b.:u cd of the
lever to press down upon the strap and hold
it firmly in contact with the serrated bar ¢, so
that any slipping of the buckle is effectually
prevented.

Having thus descnbed my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. Thecombination of the body of thebuckle
having a slot and projecting rib, with the le-
ver having a cross-bar for bearing upon the
strap, opposite side bars free to slide and
swing in openings in the plate and having
laterally - ofiset portions for restricting the
downward movement of the lever and serv-
ing as fulecrums for the same, substantially
as specified. -

2. The combination of the body of the buckle
bent longitudinally and having a slot and a
projecting rib on its concave side, with the
lever having a bearing-bar, opposite sidebars
free to slide and swing in openings in the
plate and having laterally - offset portions
serving as stops and fulerums for the lever,
substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM E. T. MERRIILI.

Wilnesses: |

KUGENE KLTERICH,
IHARRY SMITH.
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