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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NEHEMIAH GOLDBERG,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Folding Step-Ladders,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification and accompanying
drawings.

My invention consists of a folding step-
ladder having means for bracing the same

when in operative condition, as will be here-

inafter set forth.

Figures 1 and 2 represent rear views ot a
step-ladder embodying my invention, the
same being respectively in unfolded and
folded conditions. F'ig. 3 represents a partial
side view and partial section of a detached
part thereof on line & « of I'ig. 1 and on an
enlarged scale.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A and B desig-
nate the legs, and C designates the steps of a
folding step-ladder, the ends of the steps be-
ing hinged totheinner sidesof thelegs. The
hinges of the lower and central steps are re-
spectively on the upper andlowersidesof the

the ends of said steps. Thehinges of the top |

step are on the under side of the end of the
same, one of the hinges being on the outside of
the leg A. By this disposition of the hinges,
as aforesaid, provision is made for changing
the steps from horizontal to vertical direc-
tion, and adapting the legs thereto for the pur-
poses of folding and unfolding the ladder.

D and E designate braces, each of which 18
hinged to one of the legs and extends diag-
ondlly to the other legs, the two braces cross-
ing each other, each brace having its lower
ends abutting against shoulders I and G on
cross-pieces of the respective legs.

The brace D is provided with a hook or
catch H, which engages with an eye or keeper
J on the leg A, and the brace E has an open-

| ing K to receive a pin L, projecting from the

rear end of the cross-piece of the leg B ad-
jacent to the shoulder G thereon. Whenthe
ladder is to be folded, the brace D 1sunhooked
or unfastened and disconnected from the
shoulder F, after which it is swung down.
The brace E is also moved out from engage-
ment with the shoulder G and then swung
down. The leg B is now raised, and with 1t
the brace D, and the steps C follow the same,
turning to vertical positions and folding
against the leg A, the ladder thus being in
compact condition for packing, storage, hand-
ling, &e. It is evident that the ladder may
be unfolded or restored by lowering the leg
B and the steps C, after which the brace K 1is
engaged with the shoulder G of said leg B
and the brace D is engaged with the shoulder
I of the leg A, said brace D then being se-

cured to said leg by the fastening H. Asthe

brace D is outside of the brace E andin con-
tact with the same, said brace E1s controlled
by the brace D as fastened or locked, and
thus prevented from being released, the legs
and steps thus being held in serviceable and
firm condition. As the brace E 18 connected
at one end with the hinge of theleg A and at
the other end with the pin L on theleg B, the
spreading apart of said legs 1s prevented.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

A step-ladder having legs with steps hinged
thereto and braces which extend from one leg
to the other, each brace being hinged at one
end to a leg and engaging with shoulders on
the opposite leg, one of the braces being pro-
vided with a fastening device and controlling
the other brace, said parts being combined
substantially as described.

NEHEMIAH GOLDBERG.

Witnesses: _
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,

A, P. JENNINGS.
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