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State of Connecticut, have invented new Im-
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Be it known that I, EDWARD S. SMITH, of
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and

provementsin Stocking-Supporters; and 1do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings
and the letters of reference marked thereon,
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which said drawings constitute part
of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a face view of the supporter com-
plete; Fig. 2, a transverse section of the same
on line 2 x of Tig. 1; Fig. 3, a face view of the
body with the bushing and eclip removed;
Fig. 4, a transverse section of the same on
line « « of Tig. 3; Fig. 5, a face view of the
bushing detached; Ifig. 6, a transverse sec-
tion of the bushing on line x « of Fig. 9.

“"This invention relates to an 1improvement
in that class of stocking -supporters which
consist of a metal loop adapted to be attached
to the end of a strap extending from the gar-
ments above, the said loop havingan opening
through it of substantially V shape, the apex
downward,andsothataportion of the stocking
or whatever it may be, drawn into the larger
portion of the opening above and down into
the narrower portion or toward the apex of the
V, will be grasped by the contracted portion of
the loop, so as to hold the loop in engagement
with the stocking—a common and well-known
class of supporters. These loops are more
generally made from sheet metal cut to the
required shape. It is difficult, however, 10
smoothly finish the inner edge of the loop. |
To overcome the difficulty arising from rough
or unfinished edges, bushings have been ap-
plied to the inside of the loop, which will
oive to the edge a smooth rounded finish. 1t
is to this construction that myinvention par-
ticularly relates, the object being a simple |
construction whereby the bushing is readily
applied and firmly secured; and it consists
in the construction as hereinafter described,
and particularly recited in the claim.

A represents the body of the loop, which is
made from sheet metal, as seen in Fig. 3, of
substantially the usual V shape, there being
a transverse bar across the top, to which the
suspending - strap may be connected. T'he |

-bringing the two sides nearer together, as in-

body of theloop is flat and preferably of equal
thicknessthroughout, as represented in Kig. 4.

B represents thebushing. (Showndetached
in Fig. 5.) The bushing is constructed from
a strip of sheet metal, folded into U shape
in transverse section, and bentinto V shape,
as shown, the open edge outward. The width
of this open edge corresponds substantially
to the thickness of the body A of the loop.
The shape and length of the two sides corre-
spond to the shape and length of the two
sides of the body, and so that the bushing
may be slipped into the loop by contracting or
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dicated in broken lines, Fig. 5, until the sides

at the upper end may pass between the two
sides of the body A. Then the two sides ot
the bushing are forced apart and onto there-
spective sides of the body. The bend at the 7¢
apex of the bushing corresponds to the nar-
rower portion of the body. This bushing, be-
ing rounded upon its edge by bending Into
U shape, presents a round smooth finished
edge on both sides and around the apex of
the opening in the loop.

To secure the bushing in place and prevent
its accidental displacement, the bushing 18
constructed with a notch « upon its inside at
each upper end, and then around the trans-
verse barat the upper end of the loop a sheet
metal clip Cis placed,of a length correspond-
ing to the distance between the two notches
a . The clip is closed onto the transverse bar
of the loop and rests in said notches, which
interlock the clip and the bushing, so as to
prevent the ends of the Dbushing from ap-
proaching each other. Consequently the clip
prevents the possible removal of the bush-
ing. The clip also enlarges the bar and gives
to it smooth and rounded edges to prevent
wear upon the strap. - |

From the foregoing it will be understood
that I do not claim, broadly, a stocking-sup-
porter composed of a V-shaped loop in which
the inner edge is provided with a bushing,
such construction, broadly considered, being
found in United States Patent No. 420,419,
oranted to me January 28, 1390; but

What I do claim 18— .

In a stocking-supporter substantially such
as described, the sheet-metal body A, having -
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a V-shaped opening therein, forming a trans-
verse bar across the upper end of the V for
the attachment of the strap combined with a
sheet-metal bushing of V shape, correspond-
ing to the V shape of the loop, the said bush-
ing in transverse section of U shape, the

branches of the bushing set over the inner |

edges of the opening in the body and extend-
ing upward to the said transverse bar, the

1o upper ends of the sides of the bushing con- |
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strueted with- a notch a, and a clip C, of a
length corresponding to the distance between
the said notches a «, closed around the said
transverse bar and into said notches, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose described.

EDWARD S. SMITH.

Witnesses:
‘R. H. SMITH,
GEO. W. ROBERTS.
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