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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

MARY L. RAPELYE, OF SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY.

BEDCLOTHES-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 438,639, dated October 21, 1890.
Application filed December 20, 1889, Serial No. 334,374, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, MARY L. RAPELYE, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Sum-
mit, in the county of Union and State of New
Jersey, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Bedclothes-Holders, of
which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act descriptlion. -
- This invention relates to that class of ar-
ticles known as “Dbedclothes-holders,” used
principally for so securing bedeclothes or cov-
erings over children that they may not be
kicked or otherwise worked off by a restless
child. | )

The invention consists of a flexible strap
applied to either or both ends of the cover by
means of loops attached to the cover, or by
safety-pins or other fastening mediums serv-
ing to connect the two, combined with sepa-
rable fastening devices for securing theends
of the strap, and thus the cover, to the bed-
stead, crib, or eradle.

In the accompanying drawings 1 have
shown in perspective my invention i1n sev-
eral modified forms.

« may represent a cover—say a blanket.
To either or both ends of this cover I apply
a strap O by means of loops ¢ or otherwise,
the strap running crosswise of the cover.
By preference this strap is made of any suit-
able elastic material, and also by preference
it is made adjustable as to length, and in or-

~der to adjust it as to length I may turn over
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its endsd and connect such ends with buckles
e, applied to the main portion of the strap.
Rings or loops f are applied to the ends of
the straps to receive the devices for securing
the strapsand thusthe cover to the bedstead,
crib, or cradle.

The four several fastening devices shown
in the drawing are of modified construction;
but each comprises the following essential
features: a snap-hook ¢, an adjustable con-
nector h, and a medium ¢ for fastening to
the bedstead, crib,orcradle. The snap-hook
is employed in order to facilitate the con-
nection and disconnection of the fastening

devices and the straps, sothat the straps may

remain fixed to the bedstead, crib, or cradle
and the blanket or cover detached when it
is necessary to remove or adjust the cover.
The connector A is adjustablein order to per-
mit the securing of the device at different

distances from the straps. The fastening me-
s dinum 4, as showa at the upper right-hand |

| corner of the figure in the drawing is of rib-
As shown at the lower right-hand cor-

bon.
ner, it is a strap and buckle, and this strap

is joined to the connector by a double-headed
link 5. As shown at the upper left-hand cor-
ner of the drawing, the fastening medium is
a chain joined to the connector by a similar
double-headed link 7, the chain having a
snap-hook or other fastening ¢’, by which the
chain may be adjustably secured to a bed-
stead, erib, or cradle. Thefastening medium
shown at the lower left-hand corner of the
drawing 18 a screw-eye.

As already intimated, the straps may be
applied to either or both ends of the cover,
and instead of textile loops c these loops may
be made of other material, and, indeed, large
safety-pins may be substituted for them:.

The flexibility of the straps b permits the
unimpeded movement of the occupant ot the
bed, and so will not interfere with the move-
ment of, for example, a restless child.

What Iclaim is— | |
1. A strap and means such as described

for securing it erosswise to a cover,such strap
having eyes or rings at its ends, combined
with fastening devices for connecting such
strap with the bedstead, crib, or cradle, sub-

stantially as described. |
2. A strap and means such as described

for securing it crosswiselo acover, such strap
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having eyes or rings at its ends, combined

with fastening devices for connecting such.

strap with the bedstead, crib, or cradle, the
said fastening devices including a snap-hook
or equivalent fastening admitting of ready
disconnection, and also an adjustable con-
nector, substantially as described.

3. A strap and means such as described
for securing it crosswise to a cover, such strap
being constructed of an elastic material and
having looped and adjustable ends, and rings
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in such adjustable ends, combined with a

fastening device which includes an adjust-
able connector adapted to engage the rings
and to secure the strap to a bedstead, crib,
or cradle, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 18th day of December, A. D.

1889.
MARY 1. RAPELYE.
Witnesses:

E. G. POTTER,
K. C. PIERSON.
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