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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 438,630, dated October 21, 1890.
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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM M. LYON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Union
Bridge, in the county of Carroll and State of
Maryland, have invented a new and useful
Support for Hammocks or Beds, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to supports for ham-
mocks or beds, being as it isa combined ham-
mock and cot-bed; and it consists 1n the spe-
cific arrangement of the end and cross pieces
of the frame, their location, and their man-
ner of connection, as well as in the specific
means for supporting the hammock at the
upper end of said end pieces, all as will be
hereinafter fully described.

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1 is

‘a side elevation of my improved device in its

extended position when arranged to form a
bed. Fig. 2 is a similar view when arranged
as a hammock. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the
upper end of one of the crossed pieces. Iig.
4 is a detail view showing the connection be-
tween the hammock and the adjusting-cord.
Referring by lettertothe drawings, K K rep-
resent the end pieces, of which there are two
pairs, pivoted by a bolt B at thelr centers, as
shown in the drawings. The end pieces of
one side are precisely the same as those on
the opposite side, the left-hand end piece be-
ing pivoted inside, and the right-hand piece
outside the corresponding pieces of the other
side, so that when the four end pleces are
folded together the two inside pieces williold
inside the two outside piecesand all four will
stand in the same longitudinal plane. By
this arrangement the end pieces of the frame-
work are capable of being folded together for
transportation or storage into a very com-
pact and comparatively small space, which 18
highly desirable in devices of this character.
Each respective pairof end pieces K K is con-
nected by braces B’, crossing and secured at
their central points b, and their outer ends
standing flush with the outerfacesof theend
pieces to which they are secured, all such
outer ends being secured to the edges of the
end pieces on their outersides, whereby when
the frame-work is in its folded position the
braces will in no way interfere with the end
pieces of the other side coming into longi-
tudinal alienment, as above described.

The upper ends of the end pieces are pro-
vided with eyes I, around orin which is strung
a single cord C, the ends of which are passed
outside of one end piece and are adapted to
be tied or knotted together, whereby the size
of the rectangle which said cord forms when
in position may be adjusted when desired.
This cord is rove through eyelets or rings
sewed into the edges of a canvas or other
hammock, or it may be passed through the
meshes of a woven hammock, or in any suit-
able way or manner secured along the edges
and across the ends of the same. I prefer,
however, to so connect this cord with the hamn-
mock that the latter may slip thereon, in or-
der that when the useris resting in the ham-
mock it may be permitted toyield to aconsider-
able extent to anyinequalities of strain,and in
order, further, that the cord C where its ends
are tied together may be untied and drawn
in or let out without necessarily disconnect-
ing or even removing the hammock from its
posttion..

When it is desired to use my improved de-
vice as a hammock-supporter, the end pieces
are brought to about the position shown in
Fig. 2, and hooks H, which are pivoted to
eyes h on the inner edges of the inner legs,
are engaged at their hooked ends with eyes
M on the inner side edges of the outer legs,
whereby said end pieces orlegs are held rela-
tively against lateral movement in the posi-
tion shown in said figure. Thecord Cis then
drawn to the desired tension according to the
weight the hammock is to support and to the

amount of sag it is desired to permit it to
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have, (which latter will depend generally -

upon whether theoccupant desires to swing or
not,) and the protruding ends are fastened by
being knotted to each other.

When it is desired to use the device as a
cot-bed, the hooks H are unfastened and the
end pieces or legs E are opened to their fullest
capacity, as shown in Fig. 1, whereby the up-
per arms of the inner of said end pieces just
above their pivotal points will rest upon the
upperside of the upper braces connected with
the outer end pieces on the opposite side of
the frame, as shown at O in said figure. by

this means the end pieces are prevented from
opening to too great an extent; but in addi-
| tion the cord C (which, of course, must first
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have been let out) will assist in maintaining |

the upper ends of the end pieces in their
proper position. It will be understood, of
course, that in this instance the hammock S
will be distended and drawn quite tight, and
will form the bottom of a bed, upon which
clothing may be placed, if desired, or even a
matbtress. |
The braces B’ at all times prevent the end

1o pieces from having any longitudinal motion,
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especially in view of the fact that such braces
are crossed and rigidly connected at their cen-
ters, and as the result I am enabled to pro-
duce a device wherein there is no disagree-
able central rod between the pivotal points
of the two pairs of end pieces and no disa-
greeable connections of any kind between the
upper ends of the side pieces or above the
hammock.

The frame-workis made preferably of wood
and of size and welght which will give it suf-
fictent strength and yet render it light enongh
to be easily transported.

438,630

Having described my invention, what I
claim 1s—

1. The combination, with the folding legs
of the frame-work, and with means, substan-
tially as described, for holding them apart,
of the cord C,loosely connected with the four
upper ends of said legs and knotted between
two of said ends, and the hammoek S, loosely
connected at its edges and ends with said
cord, as set forth. - |

2., The combination, with the frame-work,
of the cord C, loosely connected with thefour
upper corners of said frame-work, and the
hammock S, loosely connected at its edges
and ends with said cord, as set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM M. LYON.
Witnesses:

JOHN R. EPPLEN,
PETER W ELDEN.
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