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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI,WirriaM LOGUE DOUGH-
ERTY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Darlington, in the county of lLa Fayeite
and State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Fire- Ks-
capes; and I do declare the following to be &
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
artto which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to fire-escapes; and its
object is to provide a means of escaping from
burning buildings that shall be portable, ca-
pable of being stowed away in a small space,
always ready for use, proof against burning
off or breaking, readily understood, suitable
for use by ladies and children, and available
by firemen or other persons for mounting to
the assistance of those in danger.

The accompanying drawing 1llustrates my
invention. |

1t consists of a metallic chain composed ot
alternate short links A and longlinks B. The
links are made, preferably,from round quar-
ter-inch iron rod, the long ones being about
fifteen inchesin length, whichisa convenient
size for transportation. At each end of the
links B is an eye b, by which it is flexibly
united to the adjacent links A, or, in case of
the upper link, to a hook, staple, or other
fastening securedto the floor, window-frame,
or other suitable object. The links A are

each composed of a single piece of metal
doubled on itself twice at ¢’ a*to form along
narrow or closed loop, the ends of the rod ly-
ing near the middle of theloop. Oneof these
ends is considerably the longer, so that it can

be bent at right angles to the length of the |

| loop and carried up in front of the loop,

tarned into an eye a, then carried down be-
hind the loop and formed into anothereye a,
and then brought up and terminated at the
middle of the loop near the other end of the

rod. The eyes ¢ @ are thus arranged In a

vertical plane, while thearms of the loop pro-
ject laterally three or four inches on each
side of the same.
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When the chainis suspended ready for use,

the loops stand out like cross-bars, serving as
handles and foot-rests, upon which one can
descend or mount, as on a iadder. The weight
of the chain coming on the eyes a a tends to
keep them in a vertical plane and serves to
steady the ladder. |

Having thusdescribed my invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1g—

1. A fire-escape consisting of a chain com-
posed of alternate long and short links, the
latter having arms projecting on each side of
the central line of the chain, substantially as
described.

9. A fire-escape consisting of a chain com-
posed of alternate long and short links, each
consisting of & single piece of material, the
short links comprising a transverse loop
forming arms on each side of the chain, sub-
stantially as described.

3. The combination, with the straight links
B, having an eye D at each end, of the links
A, each comprising two eyes a a, arranged 1n
a vertical plane, and a long narrow loop ex-
tending transversely to said plane, substan-
tially as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM L. DOUGHERTY.

Witnesses:

EpwARD F. CONLEY,
J. I, MCGINLEY.
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