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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, FRED W. COOLEY, of
Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain Im-
provements in Covers for Inkstands, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
inkstand-covers, and the objectI have in view
is to provide a device that will antomatically
cover an ink-well, and is adapted to be moved
to uncover it by a very light pressure from
the hand that carries the pen that is to be
dipped inthe ink. The cover is also adapted

- to carry a calendar, an advertising device,or a
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memorandum-tablet.

The invention consists, generally, in the
construction and combination hereinafter de-
seribed, and particularly pointed out in the
claims,

In the &eeompanymﬂ* drawings, forming a

part of this specification, I'igure 1 is a per- |

spective view of an inkstand with my im-
proved cover attached thereto. IKig. 2 1s a
similar view showing the cover raised. Figs.
3 and 4 are also perspective views showing a
modification for adapting the device to an or-
dinary ink-well.

In the drawings, 2 represents the ink-well
of any convenient size or form, preferably
having its upper surface plain, with no pro-
jection around the ink - receptacle, and with
the front and back corners slightly rounded.
The ink-well 2 is preferably secured to a base
4, and a frame 6 is preferably hinged to the
said base at or nearits rear edge. ‘Theframe
6 preferably extends diagonally forward from

the point where 1t is attached to the base on

both sides of the ink-well 2 to a point in line
with the front and top of said well, where it
may be bent upward and stand at an angle
nearly perpendicular with the base 4. A

flexible band or ribbon 8 is preferably secured

to the base 2, and is so arranged in relation
to the ink-well that as the frame falls forward
the band 8 will cover the upper surface of
the said well, closing the aperture of the ink-
receptacle.

A plate or pocket 10 may be attached to
the upper extremity of the frame 6 by a flexi-

5o ble connection and is pendent therefrom.

- The portion of the said frame which ex-

| tends above the top of the ink-well or above

the point where the flexible cover 8 1s secured
preferably consists of a plate 12, to the upper
part of which the plate or poeket 101issecured. 55

The plate or pocket 10 may be arranged to
receive a card having a calendar prmted
thereon, a m_emomndum tablet, advertise-
ment, or other convenient device.

{ A cord 14 may besecured to the base 4 and 6o

to the frame 6 to limit its upward movement
and prevent it from being thrown beyond
the center of gravity.

The frame 6, with the plates 10 and 12, 18
preferably made of some licht material, 1n 63
order to furnish but slight 1651sta,nee in un-
covering the ink-well, but still of sufficient
welght to fall forward when released and au-
tomatically cover the said well. |

The device is easily operated, as the hand 7o
strikes the pendent plate 10 and carries 1t
back. The frame 6, attached thereto, will
sSwing upon 16 eonnectlon and bring thecover
into the position shown in Kig. 2. The pen
may be dipped in the 1ink- well while the 753
frame is held back by the backs of the fingers
of thehand that holds the pen. Afterthe pen
has been dipped and removed from the well
the weight of the overhanging portion of the
frame forces 1t forward a,nd draws the cover 3o
8 down upon the top of the well, closely cov-
ering it and preventing the evaporatlon of
the k.

In order to adapt my device for use on an
ordinary ink-well having a projecting neck &5
around the ink-receptacle, I prefer to provide

a spring-plate 16, which is attached to the

| base 6 and extends above the ink - well and

| forms a smooth surface to receive the cover s.
This spring will yield to accommodate ink- go
wells varying econsiderably in height, and
will make a close fit around the prOJeetlon on
any ordinary ink-well.

I celaim as my invention—

1. In an inkstand, the combination, with g5
the ink-well 2, of the base supporting said
ink-well, a frame hinged to the rear portion
of sald base and &danted to be held by gravity
over said ink-well, and the flexible cover at-
tached tosald frame and arranged to be drawn 1oa
over the opening of said ink-well, substan-
tially as described. |
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2. In an inkstand, the combination, with | adapted to be held by gravity over said ink-
the ink-well 2, the base 4, upon which said | well, a cover carried by said frame, and a
ink-well rests, the frame 6, hinged to said | plate upon said frame, adapted to carry 4 cal-
base 4, the plate 12, projecting from the upper | endar or similar device. | - 15
5 part of said frame, the pendent plate 10, se- In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
cured to the plate 12, and the flexible cover 8, | my hand this 4th day of April, 1890.
secured to and operated by said frame, sub- -

stantially as described. ' FRED W. COOLEY.
3. The combination, with a suitable base, In presence of—
10 of an ink-well supported thereon, a frame S, H. CHASE,
hinged to the rear portion of sald base and A. H. MARTIN,
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