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To all whom it may concern

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES H. TRUAX, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, Cook county, Illinois, havelnvented cer-
tain new and usefal Improvements in Joints
for Medical Instruments, &e., of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

In that classof surgicalimplementsin which
two or more parts are connected together so
as to be detached, as in speculums tongne-
depressors, &e.,it hab been common to connect
the parts by means of screws; but this method
has proved inefficient in consequence of im-
provements in aseptic surgery, rendering it
necessary to obtain access to every pormon of.
the instrument, so that a brush or other rub-
bing instrument may be applied thereto to
thomuwhly cleanse the same by the use of
proper sterilizing fluids.

In order to faclht&te the connection of the
parts of such instruments and yet permit full
access to every portion of the connection, I
construct the joint as fully set forth herein-
after, and as illustrated in the accompanying
dmwmﬂs in connection with a tongue-de-
Pressor.

In said drawings, Ficure 1is a side view of
the Instrument as closed for insertion in the
pocket or case. Fig. 2 is a side view show-
ing the instrument open for use. Fig. 8 is a
Slde view of the two parts separated. Fig. 4
18 a ]1361 spective view of the two parts sepa-

ratec

A B represent the two parts of the instru-
ment, which, in the case of a tongue-depressor,
are two flat taperln 'plates, and upon the end
of one part B are two separated cylinders or
lugs-1 1, through which, in line with each
other, are perforations 2, a slot 3 extending
outward from each perforation, and being nar-
rower 1n width than the diameter of Sald per-
foration.

In the end of the section A are two recesses

Tz x, adapted to receive the cylinders11, with

45 an mtermedmte cylindrical lug 4, adapted to |

. ' . rm -' ) - l 'H!ll " |i|ﬂ| . r
-

|

| fit between the cylinders 1 1, through which

lug extends a pintle 5. The pintle 5, instead
of being cylindrical, as usual, is flattened, so
as to pass through the slots 3, the greatest di-
ameter being equal to that of the perforations
2. 'The slofs 3 are at such an angle that in
order to pass thepintle 5 into the perforations
2, the two parts A B must be brought to a
different angle from that which they normally
oceupy in either an open or closed position,
so that after the pintle 18 received into the
perforations and the
together, as in Fig. 1, the pintle will occupy
such position that it cannot pass through the
slots, and the parts will be retained in con-
nection, as will also be the case when the

parts are brought to the open position shown

in Fig. 2; but they can readily be separated
by bringing them toan intermediate position
with the long diameter of the pintle in line
with the slots. |

The connection thus constructed serves as
a means for effectually retaining the two sec-
tions of the instrument normally together, but

permits their ready separation while the sar-

taces are all so fully exposed that ready ac-
cess may be had thereto,so that they may be
effectually cleansed and sterilized.

Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struction and arranﬂ*ement of parts shown, I
claim—

Thejointinatongue-depressor,consisting of
separated cylinders 1 1 integral with one part
thereot, and having perforations 2, and nar-

rower slots 3,and the c¢ylinder 4 integral with

the other part of the instrument, and provided
with flattened pintles upon either side thereof,
substantiallv as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presenc,e of
two subscribing witnesses.

- CHARLES H. TRUAX.
Witnesses:
M. T. BROWN,

E. E. PALMER.
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