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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown thatI, BENJAMIN F. SEYMOUR, a
citizenof the United States, residing at Denver,
in the county of Arapahoe and State of Colo-
rado, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Shoe-Tie Fasteners; and I
dodeclare the following to be a full,clear, and
exact description of theinvention, such as will
enable othersskilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
to the figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a novel and im-
proved form and construction of shoe-fastener,
and more particularly to the class designed
to secure the knots of lace or tied shoes.

For the obviation of the annoyance and in-
convenience commonly experienced by those
wearing laced shoes, varied and ingenious de-
vices have been proposed, all of which in-
volve more or less complexity and Insecurity
and are at the same time awkward and im-
practicable.

The object of my improvement, therefore, |

is 1o produce a shoe-tie fastener of the class
stated, which shall be so constructed as to hold
the knot firmly and securely in place and
prevent the strings from slipping, the ar-
rangement of which shall be such that the
greater the strain upon the strings the more
securely they are held in position in the shoe,
a device to be a beautiful and ornamental at-
tachment for the shoe, and which shall be of
simple and economical construction, safe,

- practicable, and reliable in use and efficient
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5o through the eyelet and said parts folded to- |

for the purpose intended.

In practicing my invention I use two parts

sultably hinged together, one of said parts
being a modified form of an eyelet and se-
cured to the shoe in the same manner as the

ordinary eyelet, while the other part,whichis

hinged to the first-named part and adapted to
fold down over or lie upon said part, is pro-
vided with a suitable lug or projection, so ar-
ranged and constructed that when said parts
are iolded together the lug or projection of
the one part shall fit within the eye of the
other part, so that if a string be passed
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gether the lug or projection will wedge the

string against the sides of the eye of the eye-

let and hold it securely in place, thus remov-
ing all strain from the knot which may be
made 1n the string. |

1I'’he invention will be better understood by
reference to the drawings, wherein—
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoepro-
vided with my improvement, the fastener be-
ing shown in use or when holding the strings
In position; Fig. 2, an elevated longitudinal
section of the device open; Fig. 3, a front ele-
vation of the device open, the material of the
shoe to which it is secured being shown in
section; Iig. 4, a view partially. in elevation
and partially in section showing the device
closed, a piece of string being shown secured
therein, thus illustrating the use of the im-
proved device.

Referring now to the views, the reference-
numeral 1 designates a shoe to which my im-
proved device is secured, the device being se-
cured thereon in place of the two uppermost
eyelets of the shoe. |

1'’he device proper consists of an ordinary
shoe-eyelet 2, continuous with one side of the
upper or outer flange 3 of which is a plate or
projection 4. Hinged to this plate or projec-
tion at 5 is a piece 6, adapted to fold over or
1t upon eyelet 2. |

Rigidly secured to or formed integral with
piece 6 and projecting from the lowersurface
thereof, or from the surface which contacts
with eyelet 2 when the device is closed, is a

- lug or projection 7, adapted to fitin the eye of
eyelet 2 when in the closed position.

When it is desired to use my improved fast-
ener on a pair of shoes, they are put on the
shoe in place of the two uppermost eyelets
and are secured thereon after the manner of
securing ordinary eyelets thereto—namely,
by first making a suitable aperture in the
leather and then by putting the eyelet por-
tion of the device in position in said aper-
ture and spreading the same. |

Fromthe description given it will be readily
seen that in the use of my improved fastener
the part 6 isfolded back in the position shown
In Figs. 2 and 38, when the string is passed
through the eye of the eyelet and drawn up
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" larger scale in fastening straps, ropes, orsimi-
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to the required degree of tension, when said

‘part 6 is folded down and lug 7 made to

project into said eye, when it will wedge and
hold the string in the desired position. Then
a knot tied in the strings will not be sub-
jected to theintermittentstrainsandreleases
from strains that it is in the ordinary case,

and thus will not be so likely to Dbecome

loosened. |

It will be observed that my improved de-
vice may be attached to shoes already pro-
vided with eyelets in the place where said de-
vice is to be attached by simply making the
eyelet portion of the device small enough to
enter the eyelets in the shoe where they may
Dbe spread and thus secured to shoes already

1made.

"It must be understood that I do not limit
myself to the use of this invention—ashoe-tie
fastener—asTam awarethatitmay besomodi-
fied as to perform the same function on a

! lar articles securely within apertures, thereby

avoiding the necessity of tying knots—as,
{or instance, in fastening horses by placing

the halter-strap through an aperture in the

‘manger.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— | o
A fastening for strings or shoe-laces, com-
posed of an eyelet applied to the upper of a
shoe or analogous article, and a locking-plate
hinged to said eyelet and provided on its un-
der side at right angles to the face thereof
with a rounded hollow teat or projection
adapted to enter and fill the opening in the
said eyelet, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |

BENJAMIN F. SEYMOUR.
Witnesses: | -

FRANK J. HANGS,
WM. MCCONNELL.
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