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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STepHEN O. HICKOK, a
citizen of the United Smte% residing at A]len
1n the county of Hillsdale and Sta,te of Michi-
gan, have invented a new and useful Fruit-
Gatherer, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to harvesters, more
especially to that eclass thereof klmwn as
“fruit-gatherers.” The object of thesame is
to pr ovlde a distending-wire detachably con-
nected to the month- -piece for holding the
fabric fruit-receptacles in distended 13051‘[1011

I'o this end the invention consists of the
specific details of construction hereinafter
more fully deser ibed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 isaside elevation of thisimproved
dewce F1g. 2 is an enlarged perspective de-

tall of the wireframe of oneof the receptacles,

Referring to the said drawings, the letter B
designates the body of this dewce which con-
sists of Lwo arms erossing each other and piv-
oted atthe pointof crossing, asat P, theirlower
ends being provided with long wooden han-
dles H. At the upper end of each arm of the
body 1s provided a fruit-receiving receptacle
R. Each receptacle consists of 1{"1&1116 work,

- preferably of stout wire, comprising a mouth
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M, rigidly secured to the upper end of the
body -arm, and a distending-wire D, having
cla,mpmn-hooks C, and a (,loth cover V sur-
rounding the whole. In assembling the parts
the mouth M is first secured to the b0d3 -arm,
the cover V then stitched to the mouth and
allowed to project outwardly therefrom, as
shown, and the distending-wire D then in-
serted within the body, w1th its hooks C en-
gaging the mouth-wire M and its surround-
1ng body of fabric.

By the word “fabric” I desire to be under-

stood as including cloth, wire-netting, or any |
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| other suitable material which will answer the

purpose.

In operation the user grasps the two han-

dles I, opens the device, raises it to the de-
sired position, closes it over the stem of the
piece of fruit which it is desired to pick, and
then draws toward himself or moves the de-
vice in a proper manner to break the stem.
The piece of fruit falls into one receptacle or
the other, and the operation is repeated until
both 1eeeptaele& have been filled. The de-
vice is then closed, lowered to the ground,
and opened to chselmrne the fruit into abas-
ket. The utility of the distending-wires is
that they serve to hold the receptacles open
and out of the way of the successful opera-
tion of the device, and by means of their
clymping-hooks Ctheycan beadjusted within
the receptacle so as to stand vertically or
horizontally therein, as desired, or can be re-
moved entirely.

Having described my invenlion, what 1

claim 1s—

In a fruit-gatherer, the combination of the
body
other, and a pivot P connecting them at their
point of crossing, with the mouth-pieces M
secured to the upper ends of said arms, the
fabric receptacles V at the outersides of said
mouth-pieces, the distending-wires D within
said fabrie receptacles, and the clamping-
hooks C at the ends of said wires, detachably
engaging the mouth-pieces M, substantially
as hereinbefore described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

STEPHEN O. HICKOK.

Witnesses: |
CLARENCE AVERY,
H. K. BLACKMAR.

B, comprising two arms crossing each
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