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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JaMus T. SARGENT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State ot

Ohio, have invented or discovered a certain
newand useful Improvementin Wash-Boards,

of which improvement the following1s a Specl-
fication. |

The invention described herein relates to

certain improvements in wash-boards gener-
ally, but more especlally 1o that classor kind
known as “double-faced wash-boards,” and
the invention has for its object & construction
whereby a thorough drainage of the soap-box
may be had. - | |

In general terms, the invention consists in
the construction, allas mere fully hereinafter
described and claimed. -

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 11s a sec-
tional elevation of a wash-board embodying
my invention, a portion of a wash-tub being
also shown; and Fig. 21is a transverse section,
the plane of section being indicated by the
line = «, Fig. 1.

The wash-board is of the usual or any suit-
able construction, consisting of the side bars
1, eross-bars 2 at theupper and lower ends of
the rubbing-faces 3, brand-board 4, and cap-
piece 5. The brand-board has its edges in en-
cagement with grooves formed in the side
hars, upper cross-bar, and head-piece, prefer-
ably midway of the width of sald parts,
thereby forming a soap
the board, as shown. ‘These boards when 1n
ase are inclined, as shown in IFig. 1, and as
ordinarily constructed any water splashed up
into the soap-box or flowing off irom the soap
will be retained in the box, thereby softening
and dissolving the soap. |

Provision has been made for draining the
soap-box by cutting an opening through the
brand-hoard justabove the cross-bar 2,80 that
when the board isin the inclined position,as
shown in Fig. 1, the water will flow through
said opening. This construction is objec-
tionable, however, for thereason that the wa-
ter escaping from the soap-box will flow over
the edge of the cross-bar and thence down out-
side the chine of the tub, as will be readily
understood by reference to I'ig.

‘hox on both sides of

l

tween the slots or holes 0.

wetting the clothes of the washwoman. In
order to avoid this objectionable feature, 1
form a slot or series of holes 6 through the
cross-bar or soap-supporting ledge 2 on each
side of the board and approximately parallel
with the rubbing-faces thereot.
holes 6 on one side of the board are
with the soap-box on the opposite side by an
opening 7 transverse of the brand -board.
This opening or passage 7 is preferably
formed by cutting away the portion of the
cross-bar 2 on the upper side thereof and be-
This opening or
connecting-passage 7 may be made of a uni-
form depth throughout 1ts entire length; but

it is preferred to gradually increase the depth

from the ends toward the middle. |
Tt will be readily understood by referenc
to Fig. 1 that any water draining from the
soap and splashed into the soap-box will flow
down into the cut or opening 7 in the top of
the cross-bar, and that while a portion of the
water will pass through the slots or openings o6
on the upper side of the board a very much
larger portion will flow under the brand-
hoard on account of the inclination of the
wash-board, and escape thence through the
slots or openings 6 on the under side of the
board. By connecting the slots or openings
6 by means of a depression or cub in upper
side of the cross-bar any water entering the
soap-box will be collected 1in said ecut or de-
pression, and, flowing to the opposite side of
brand-board, will be guided to the escape slots
or openings, and cannot therefore flow over
the edge of the cross-bar, as in the construc-
tion horeinbefore referred to. It will be ob-
served that the slots or openings 0 are SO
formed that their lower or discharge ends are
adjacent to the rubbing-faces of the board
and that the water escaping therefrom will be
<o directed as to flow down along said faces
‘nto the tub and not flow outside thereof.

T am aware that it is not new to make a

drainage-notch in the rear edge of the ¢ross-

har which is ordinarily arranged at theupper
end of the rubbing-surface, and I am also
aware that in connection with a notch thus
made the brand-board, lying in aplane back
of said noteh, has been extended downwardly

1, therehy | sufficiently far to perform to a greater or less

The.slots or
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extent the drainage funection. My invention
differs frown this, among other things, in the
material respect that in instead of the drain-

age-groove in the back edge of the cross-bar
and a drainage-board back of thatImake one

or more drainage holes, ports, or openings di-
rectly through the body of the ecross-bar in
such manner that at their upper open ends

- when in use the water of drainage flowing
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from the brand-board will find ready access

- thereto, and so that at their lower ends they
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will discharge such water toward orin the di- |

rection of the inside of thetub. One advan-

tage of such construction is this—that the

brand-board, instead of being arranged and
employed as a drainage-board to discharge
the drainage-water after it leaves the cross-
bar into the tub, really discharges it, directly
or indirectly, into the holes or openings re-
ferred to, which are made in the body of the
cross-bar, and from that point the latter take
care of 1t. Such holes—one or more—somade
through the body of the cross-bar, consitu ting,
as they do, a material and important feature
of my invention, may be varied at pleasure
In number, size, arrangement, and direction,
provided, only,that, as above stated, they be

suitably arranged so as to have the capacity

when in use of receiving the drainage-water,

directly or indirectly, from the brand-board

at their upper open ends and of gulding and
discharging it at their lower ends toward or
in the direction of the inside of the tub ; but
in the form or embodiment of Imy invention,
herein particularly shown—by which I mean

one wherein a recess 7 is made to receive the |

~ drainage-water from the brand-board 4 and
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conductit tothelower drainage holeor holes—
it is a further feature of improvemet that the
lower edge of the brand-board 4 shall extend
a short distance into the recess 7, asshown in
the drawings, so as to guard against any tend-
ency which the water might otherwise have
to flow back and out over the rear upper edge
of the cross-bar and soil the garments of the

i operator or make a sloppy floor.

I claim herein as my invention—
1. In the construction of a wash-board, the
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cross-bar thereof provided witha hole or pas-

sage made in the body thereof and in suitable
position to receive at its upper open end when
inusethe drainage-water which flows down on

the brand-board and to conduct and discharge

the same at its lower open end into or in the
direction of the inside of the tub, substan-
tially as set forth. |

2. In a double-face wash-board having a
brand-board 4 in or approximately in a plane
passing midway between its two rubbing-sur-

faces, and in combination with such brand-

board a cross-bar2, having therein a recess or
bassage 7, suitable forreceiving the splash or
drainage from either face of the brand-board,
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and provided with drainage-holes in any de-

sired number adapted to discharge within the

tub and on either side of the wash-board
broper, no matter which side is in use, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set,
‘my hand.

JAMES T. SARGENT.
Witnesses: | |
P. G. KASSULKER,
W. S. HAmM.
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