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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 437,850, dated October "7, 1890,
Application filed August 12,1889, Serial No.320,642. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOHN W. BOWEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jackson-
ville, in the county of Morgan and State of 1111-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Locks for Saw-Bueks and
other Cross-Leg Supports; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

The object of my invention is to provide a
very simple device by the use of which the
legs of a saw-buck or other support will be ei-
fectually prevented from spreading when 1in
use and which will permit the legs to be read-
ily folded when not in use. This object I ac-
complish by the use of the mechanism 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawings; and
the invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures, hereinafter first fully described, and
then pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an end view ot
a saw-buck with a part broken away, showing
my improved device applied thereto. Kig. 2
is a detail view of the lock removed, and Fig.
3 is an edge view showing the operative po-
sition of the device.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates a segmental plate of metal or other
suitable material, provided at its ends with
the lateral lugs or pins a, as shown. B B des-
icnate the legs of the saw-buck or support,
and C designates the center or pivot of the
same. In practice, the pins orlugs o are em-
bedded in recesses or sockets in the adjacent
opposing faces of the legs and the locking-

plates A, thus secured to the same on oppo-
site sides of the pivot or center, their seg-

mental formation permittingthem tofit neatly
around the pivot.

If it be desired to permit the legs to be un-
folded in either direction, the locking-plates
will be arranged and secured so that they
will be diagonally opposite to each other and
out of contact when not in use.
legs are separated, the locking-plates will be
carried toward each other and their adjacent
ends brought into contact with each other,
thereby limiting the movement of the legs
and preventing their spreading, as will be
readily understood. It willalso be seen that

When the

- the legs.

when the locking - plates are thus arranged
the legs can be unfolded in either direction.

If it be desired to permit the legs to be un- 55

folded inonly one direction,the locking-plates
are arranged so that they will abut against
each other at one end when thelegs are folded.
Consequently when the legs are to be un-
folded it is necessary to move them in such a
direction that the locking-plates will be sepa-
rated and then brought into contact at their
opposite ends, as will be readily understood.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that I have provided a very simple and
efficient device by which saw-bucks and other
folding supports will be effectually prevented
from spreading when in use, and which will
permit them to be readily folded when not in
use.

It will be observed upon reference to the
drawings that the entire substance of the
body of my locking - plate lies within the
planes of its sides, and I am thus enabled o
secure the plate to the leg in a very shallow
recess, so that the leg is not weakened by cut-
ting away a large portion of its substance.
The segmental formation of the locking-plate,
furthermore, permits the two plates to be se-
cured to the legs in the same vertical plane,
so that the blow or strain put upon them
when the legs are opened will be received by
the entire plate longitudinally and the legs
effectually locked in their open position.

I am aware that a locking device for saw-
bucks has been heretofore provided consist-
ing of engaging-plates, and I make no broad
claim to such a device. So farasl am aware,
the plates heretofore employed were con-
structed with projecting flanges, which played
in recessesin the opposing plate and impinged
against the end walls of said recesses to lock
If these flanges should be broken,
the device would Dbe rendered inoperative,
whereas in my device there are no flanges to
be broken, and the proper locking of the legs
is thus insured at all times. Furthermore,

my device is stronger than this prior device,
for the reason that the strain or thrust is re-
ceived endwise by the body itself instead of
by flanges on the side of the same, so that the
legs can be opened more forcibly and roughly
than if this former device were employed
| without any liability of breaking the plate.
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Having thus described my invention; what | the said plates having their entire substance -
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- | lying within the planes of their sides, as set 10
ent, 15— t forth. |
A locking device for cross-leg supports, | -
5 consisting of a pair of segmental plates se-
cured to the opposing faces of the legs in the Witnesses:
same vertical plane and concentrically with | S. ALLEN FATRBANK,
but on opposite sides of the pivot of the legs, CHAS. A. BARNES.

JOHN W. BOWEN.
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