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To a,ZZ whony Tt may concermn.

- Be it known that we, CHARLES T. BROWN
and Francis R. WOLFINGER, citizens of the
United States, and residents of the city of Chi-
cago,in the eo.unty of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
combined desk and writing-machine recepta-
cle and writing-machine table or writing-ma-

chine cabinet, adapted to be easily converted

from a desk and writing-machine receptacle,
wherein the wrltmn'-machme is concealed
from view and proteeted from injury and

~dust into a writing-machine table and sup-

20

port whereon the writin o-machine may restin
an advantageous position for operation, of
which the following is a specification.

We are aware that combined desks and
writing-machine receptacles convertible into
Wlltmﬂ‘- achine tables and supports have
been heretofore constructed and are now in

common use wherein the writing-machine 1s |
firmly secured toa base-board smtabl y hinged

- or pivoted, and such base-board has been at-
“tached to a hinged lid forming, when the de-
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vice 18 to be nsed as a writing-desk, a part of

‘thetop of such desk, and that when the hin ged
part of the desk-top is turned upon its said |
hinges, either to stand upon one of its edges |
or eempletely over uponits face, the Wutmn'--

machine is brought up from below the level
of the desk into position where 1t may be
used.

- The purpcse of our invention is to obtain
a combined desk and writing-machine recep-

tacle convertible into a wmtmmmachlne table

and support, wherein the wutmmmachme
need not be secured to the base- board upon

~whieh it rests, requiring merely to be placed

40

thereon inlike manner asupon an ordinary ta-

ble. To otain an article of furniture of the
character named wherein when it is in the
form of a desk, the top of such desk being con-
structed of £W0 Or more parts or divisions,in

theordinary way of constructing the combined

desksand writing-machine receptaeles or writ-
ing-machine cabmets, hereinbeforereferred to
as ha,vmg been heretofore in use, that part of

the top of the desk which is made movable |

may be drawn from its position and depressed

into suitable place for permitting the writing- |

' maehme to be placed thel eover, bvt not thereu

~manner, hereinafter

0n, 80 tha,t 1t may be readﬂy .ﬂ,nd easﬂy mampu—

lated withoutfatigue to the opera,tor and Wlth'
little noise.

~ As is well known to those ekﬂled in the use
of writing-machines, it is necessary for con-
venient opemtlon thereof that the base-board

upon which they are set be placed at a con-
‘siderably less elevation from the floor than

that best adapted for the top of a desk upon
which writing or other like vocations are pur-

sued, and in order to secure gufficient de-
pression, as also toretain in the movable part
“of the top of the desk -an upright position,

deemed by us very desirable, we have found
it necessary to construct our device in such
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60

manner that the movable part of the top of

the desk is adapted to be moved in a peculiar
more fully described,

which conelltutes the m.-.un feetule of our 111-

- vention. | L
We have 1llue’rmted our mventlon by the .

Flgme lisa pelspectlve view of the dewee

“embodying our invention in position for use

as a desk. Iig. 2 is a front elevation-in the
same position a;-s in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a front
elevation of the device, with the central por-
tion of the top forming the desk thrown for-
ward and lowered, thereby permitting a base-
board, on which may be placed a writing-ma-

~chilne to be drawn forward, so that the wrltmo*-
‘machine may be epemted
elevation of the device in the position illus-
| trated in Flg 3.
‘the device with the several parts thereof in

Fig. 4 1s an end
Fig. 5 is a cross-section of

the position illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, show-
ing the mechanism whereby the moveble parts
are actuated, and alsoshowing by dotted lines
the position of the several movable parte

when in the position illustrated in Figs. 5 and
4. Tig. 6 is an enlarged sectional elevation .
of the moveble parts of the device.
a plan view of the same, and Fig. 8 is an ele-

- Flig. 7 1s

vation of a portion of the meveble parts

Like parts are designated by like 1ette1s of

reference thr ouf:rhout the seveml VleWS
A is the desk )

BB B is Lhe toplof the desk The eentml .

70

~drawings accompanying thisspecification and -
| founmﬂ' a part hereot, in which—

Se'.

e

95

viewed in the opposite direction to that from
‘which such parts are seen in Fig. 6. |

100




portion B’ of the top of the desk is movable.
The parts B B thereof are rigidly attached to

the frame-work of the desk.

B? is.a door or curtain. We prefer to have
B* a curtain, constructed of slats sec¢ured to-
gether in the ordinary manner of making

- ‘ﬁh&t is known 1n the art as a “desk-curtain. 3

S TO
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C C are plﬂ*ecn-hcles

D D are drawers of the desk.

E 1s a pivotal support, attached at its upper
edges by hinges lettered e to movable part B’
of the desk-tcp Pivotal support E turns
freely on pivots placed at the lower edge
thereof and turning in the rigid flame-wcrk
of the desk, and lettered e, T is a pivotal
support, secured by hinge ¢’ to movable part
B’ and pivoted at ¢* to the rigid frame-work

- of the desk.

. 20

By inspection: of the dl&Wll‘lU‘S it will be
seen that B’may be drawn forward and down-
ward toward a person in front thereof, and
thus lowered into the position illustrated in

- Figs. 3, 6, and 7, and by the dotted lines in

- Fig. .

- edges to the movable part B’.

30

In this mcvement of movable part B’
pwcta,l supports EE’ will rotate freely around
pivots e® ¢* at the lower edﬂ'es thereof, and
thereby closing the hinges e ¢/, by which such
pivotal suppcrts are secured at their upper
In this move-
ment of movable part B” of the top of the
desk it is maintained in a substantially hori-

- zontal position upon its upper surface by the

35

- rollers which run on atrack secured partially |

40

go
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- tracks.
“cured to the rigid frame-work of the desk is

of pwctal support K is lettered b~

 pivotal supports E E’,

The writing-machine 1s placed on a base-
board, Whlch is lettered b in Fig. 3 of the
drawm gs, and this base-board has, crdmarlly

to the rigid frame of the desk and partially to
the back side of the pivotal support E, and
the movable part B’ descends between theee
That part of the track which is se-

lettered b’, and that part secured to the back

The pur-
pose of attaching that part of the tracks let-

tered b* to the back of pivotal support Eisto

obtain a track nearly to the front edge of such

pivotal support when the movable pmt B’ of
the top of the desk is down in position for

the base-board b to run over it, but not in
contact with it, with the machlne thereon in
position for use.

The curtain B* is constr ucted {o close the
upper part of the receptacle wherein the ma-

chine is placed when the device is used as a

desk, and for convenience of operating our
device we have connected such curtain B?

“with the pivotal supports E E” by the rod D’

and lever D? so that it is automatically actn-
ated in the pullmn* forward and downward or

pushln upward and backward of movable

05

portion B’ of the top of the desk. Curtain B?|

is thus alternately raised from or thrown i in

front of the writing-machine receptacle re-

ferred to. The beveral devices whereby this
automatic movement of the door or curtain

- B? is secured consist simply of the rod D’ at- |

437,477

tached by pivot d to the dccr or curtain and

by pivot d’ to lever D? lever D2 being rigidly
attached to pivot e, so that the movement of

sald lever D>? ccrrespcnds mth the movement |

cf pivotal support E’. .
When the device isin use asa desk the po-

sition of the lever D? and the ccnnectmcr-rcd'

D’ is well illustrated by the dotted lmes in

Fig. 6, and the position cf said lever D? and
-ccnnectmﬂ'-lcd D’, when the device is in po-
sition so thdt the ertmn* machine can be used

thereon, is plainly mdlcated by the full lmes

in said Fig. 6.

When the movable part B’ of the tcp of the

desk isin the positionillustratedin Figs.3and

7, if the front edge of such movable part be
ralsed we have found that in practice thereis

a tendency in such movable part B’ to rotate
around pivot ¢, particularly where the cur-

tain is actuated inthe manner described, and

in order to insure ease and proper: wcrkmﬂ' of
pivotal supports B E’ and movable part B’ of -
the top of the desk, we have employed levers
E* E3, which are Imldly secured to pivots e? ef,
These levers E? and E3 will, lt_
is evident, move in unison with movable pa,rts-

respectwely

E E’. Arms B2 Ef are joined together by con-
necting-rod E4

We do not cen51der the le-
vers E? E? and connecting-rod Ef absolutely
essential in the cenetructlcn of our device;

7
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but the addition of these levers E? E? and the o

connecting-rod E¢ renders it possible that the

several mcvable parts of the device may be

made with much less accuracy than when
such levers and ccnnectmn'—rcd are not em-
ployed.

The cpelatlon of our device has been suffi-
ciently explained in the descriptions of the
construction of the movable parts thereof,

TOL
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but may be briefly stated to consist in the |

drawing forward and downward of the mov-

able part B’ of the top of the desk and the
‘automatic raising of the curtain B? into posi-

tion, whereby the machine contained in the
receptacle back of said curtain may be drawn
forward, together with the base-board SUp-

porting the machine, upon the tracks b’ over

the movable part B’ cf the desk and into con-
venient position for use, thereby converting

I1IO

115

the desk from an OI‘dlIlE:LI y desk of Substen- -

tially the form illustrated in Fig. 1 into a

writing-machine support.

The machme may at any time be slid, with
the base supporting it, backward into the re-

ceptacle therefor and the movable part B’ of

12C

the desk raised upward and backward into

the position illustrated in Fig. 1, the curtain
y 25

B* being at the same tlme autcmatlcall

drawn downward in front of the receptacle_-

wherein the machine is. ccntamed
If a smaller desk than the one 111115treted

in the drawings herewith attached be desired,

one end of the desk and one end of the top

thereof may be dispensed with in the ordi-

nary way of shortening desks. The several

I30

drawers in the desk fcrmmb no material part
of our mventlcn any one or more of them
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may be dispensed with and legs substituted |
in their place, at the will of the maker of the

device.

Having thus described our mVentlon what
we cla,lm and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States,is—

1. In a combined desk and writing- ma,chme
recdptacle and writing - machine table, the
combination of the movable part of the top
of the desk, pivotal supports hinged to such
movable pa,lt and pivoted to the I'Iﬂ‘ld frame-

work of the desk, tracks between which such.

- movable part of the top of the desk descends

20
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when brought forward and downward with.

the top smfaee thereof substantially hori-
zontal, and a base-board on which a writing-
machme may be placed, resting upon and

adapted to slide on such tracks and over the

movable part of the desk, but not in contact
therewith, all substantmlly as described.

2. Ina combmed desk and writing-machine

receptacle and writing - machine table, the
combination of the movable part of the fop

.of the desk, pivotal supports hinged to such

movable part and pivoted to the rigid frame-

work of the desk, tracks between which such

movable part of the top of the desk descends
when brought forward and downward with
the top surface thereof substantially hori-

zontal, each of such tracks formed of two

rails, one of the rails secured to the rigid
frame-work of the desk and the other secured
to the rear side of the front pivotal support,
and a base-board on which a writing-machine

may be placed, resting upon and adapted to

slide on such tracks over the movable part of
the top of the desk, but not in contact there-
with, all substantially as described.

- 3. In a combined desk and writing-machine
receptacle and writing-machine table the

combination of the movable part of the top |

of the desk, pivotal supports hinged to such
movable part and pivoted to the rlo*ld frame-
work of the desk, tracks, each of such tr acks

formed of two 1@115, one secured to the rigid

frame-work of the desk and the other to the
rear side of the front pivotal support, a lever
rigidly secured to each pivot of the back piv-
otal support, and a connecting-rod pivoted to
the free end of each of such levels and ex-
tending therefrom to a pivotal point on the
rear.side of the front pivotal support, where-
by when the movable part of the top of the
desk is brought forward and downward be-
tween the tlacks formed by the rails such
connecting-rod will rest upon such track and
the further movement of the several movable
parts be thereby deter mmed substantially as
described.

4. Ina eombmed desk and writin n‘-machme
receptacle and writing-machine ta.ble, the

'exten_di_n g from the pivoted levers to the slid-
1ng curtain, whereby when the movable part

receptacle and writing-machine table, the

frame-work of the desk, tracks, each of such
- tracks formed of two ralls, one secured to the
rigid frame-work of the desk and the other

—

3

combmatlon of the movable part of the tOp

~of the desk, pivotal supports therefor hinged |

to such movable part and pivoted to the
rigid frame-work of the desk, tracks, each
of'_ such tracks formed of two rails, o_n'e Se-
cured to the rigid frame-work of the deskand
the other to the rear sideof the front pivotal
support, a movable platform on which the
writing-machine is placed adapted to slide on
the tracks, a lever rigidly secured to each
pivot of the back pivotal support, a curtain
ada,pted to be slid from in front of the writ-
ing-machine receptacle, and connecting-links

75

of the top of the desk is brought forward and
downward between the track formed by the
rails the curtain is slid away from before the

writing-machine receptacle, so that the mov- 8o

.able platform may be drawn forward over the

movable part of the top of the desk, but not
in contact therewith, Substantmlly as de-

scribed. |
- 5. In acombmed desk and wr iting-machine

combination of the movable part of the top -
of the desk, pivotal supports therefor hinged °
to such movable part and pivoted to the rigid

Qo

to the rear side of the front pivotal support,
a lever rigidly secured to each pivot of the
back pivotal support, a connecting-rod piv-
oted to the free end of each of such levers
and extending therefrom to a pivotal point

on the rear 31de of the front pivotal support,
a movable platform on whichthe writing-ma-

95

chine is placed adapted toslideon the tr acks, 100

a second lever, also rigidly secured to each
pivot of the back pivotal support, a curtain
adapted to be slid from in front of the writ-
ing-machine receptacle, and connecting-links
ettendmﬂ' from the last-named pwoted levers 105

to the shdmn curtain, whereby when the

movable part of the top of the desk is brought
forward and downward between the tra,ck
formed by the rails and into the position de-
termined by the connecting-rod resting on tro

such track the curtain is slld away from be-

fore the writing-machine receptacle, so that
the movable platform may be drawnforward

over the movable part of the top of the desk,

but not in contact thel ewith, substantially as 15
descubed

CHARLES T BRO\VN
FRANOIS R WOLFINGER

Withesses:
FLORA L. BROWN,
W. R CALL
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