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To all whom it may concern.:

- Be it known that I, JouN T. F. MACDON-
NELL, of Holyoke, in the county of Hampden
and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and useful Improvementin Writing-Tab-
lets, of which the following is a Specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part thereof.

- Myinvention relates to writing-tablets; and
it has for its object to improve the construe-
tion of such tablets by forming the same from

- folded sheets of paperinstead of from single
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or half-sheets, as has been customary, thereby
adapting the tablet for use by persons who
prefer using a whole sheet to a half-sheet
for letter-writing and other purposes, besides
enabling the finer grades of letter and note
papers to be put up in tablet form.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a writing-tablet having connected there-
with means for holding a package of envel-
opes inconvenient position for use, and with-
out the use of a box for holding said envel-
opes, which would require to be opened and
shut each time an envelope is needed.

- To these ends my invention consists in the

papeterie tablet. constructed as hereinafter

- fully described, and particularly pointed out
in the claims. | |
30" .
parts are designated by like letters in the
several figures, Figure 1 is a plan view of

Referring to the drawings, in which like

~ the tablet as the same is folded when not in
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use. Hig. 2is a sideor edge view of the same.
Iig. 3 Is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing the
tablet in position for use. Fig. 4 is a side
view thereof. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 illustrate dif-
erent positionsof the tablet, as hereinafter de-
seribed.

It 18 a well-known fact that the use of paper

put up in tablet form has heretofore been’
limited, for the reason thatsuch tablets have

been composed of single or half-sheets of
paper, with a binding-strip extending along

one or two sides thereof, whereas many per-

sons, particularly for correspondence pur-
poses, prefer to use a folded sheet of paper—

- that is to say, a sheet folded vertically into
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two leaves, such as the ordinary sheet of note

paper. Such persons have been compelled

to keep their supply of paper in loose form,
‘Whereby much of it becomes soiled before it

is wanted for use, and are put to muech incon-

venience in the use of the loose sheets to se-

curely hold them in a proper position to en-
able them to be written upon easily. With g
view to meeting this demand I have devised
the tablet shown in the drawings, in which—

- T'he letter a designates a stiff back or base,
preferably composed of paper-board, and b a
series of sheets of paper, each of which is
folded to form two leaves, like the ordinary
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sheets of note-paper. Saidfolded sheets of pa-

per are subjected to heavy pressure, being su-
perposed upon the backa,and abinding-strip

1s then secured by means of adhesive mate-
rial along the edge of said sheets at the fold-

‘line thereof, and to said back a,said binding-
| strip being designated by the letter c.

A tab-
let is thus formed with the folded sheets of
paper lying in their natural position for use.

The edges of the sheets being entirely free,

the uppermost leaf thereof can be turned to
the left to expose the second and third pages
of the sheet as conveniently as if the sheets

were loose, and to facilitate such turning of

the uppermost leaves I cut away the lower
right-hand corner of said leaves, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 3, and thereby obviate the lia-
bility of grasping both leaves of the sheet
when it is desired to turn over the upper one
simply. . - ._ -
- The sheets can be

taching itself from the binding-strip, like the
sheets of an ordinary tablet. The surface of

the sheet at the fold-line which is engaged
| by the adhesive material of the binding-strip

18 so slight that no appreciable amount of
sald material adheres to the sheet, and there-

readily detached from
the tablet by either grasping both leaves of
the sheet or the lower one merely, and Tais-
ing it from the tablet, the fold-line readily de-
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fore no annoyance from thissourceiscaused. -

The back and the underlying sheets of paper
form a solid foundation for the uppermost
sheet, and said sheet is rigidly held in its po-
sition, so that writing upon said sheet is ren-
dered easy and agreeable. -

It is very desirable that means for holding

a package of envelopes be combined with a
writing-tablet, to the end that envelopes and

paper may be kept togethor in a convenient

9:
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position foruse. Tabletshavetherefore been

devised having connected therewith a box of
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“age or any desired number of envelopes. 1
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the proper size and shape to receive.a.pack- | eupy a very small space upon a desk or in a

age of envelopes; but such a construction, be--

sides materially adding to thebulkinessof the
tablet, renders it necessary to open the box
each time an envelope is required, to remove
one of the envelopes, and then to again close
the box, all of which consumes time.
cure this result and at the same time avoid
the inconvenience incident to the use of a
box for holding the envelopes, I connect to
the back o of the tablet loops composed of

tapes orsimilar material, and preferably made

elastic for surrounding and holding a pack-

have herein shown said tapes in connection
with an independent bottom piece d, of sub-
stantially the size andshape of the envelopes,
which it is desired to use with the paper form-
ing the tablet, and have shown three tapes,
of which two, designated by the letters e e,

~are secured at one end to one end of the back
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a, and, extending transversely across the bot-
tom piece, near each end of the latter, have
their opposite ends secured to said bottom
iece at the side of the latter farthest away
from back a when the bottom piece occupies
theposition shownin Fig.3. The third tapee’

- ig secured at one end to back a near the cen-
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ter of the latter, and at its opposite end to
bottom piece d, at the side of the latter near-

est to back ¢ and midway between its ends, |

as shown in Fig. 5. The envelopes f being

 ingerted beneath the tapes e upon botitom
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piece d, it follows from the described arrange-
mentof the tapes thatsaid envelopesand bot-
tom piece can be folded over upon the paper
composing the tablet, as shown in Fig. 1, thus

 bringing the bottom piece uppermost, where 1t
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preserves the envelopes from being solled or
injured at all times, except when the tablet 1s
actually in use. It follows,furthermore, that
gaid envelopes and bottom piece can be folded
from the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 to
that shown in Figs. 8 and 4, in which position

the tablet is ready for use, and the envel- |

opes, with their address side uppermost, are
in a convenient position to be directed with-

 out removing the one written upon from be-

w0

neath tapes e; or, if preferred, it can be read-
ily removed before writing the address there-
on. Again, by turning over to the left all of
the sheets of paper composing the tablet, as

- shown in Fig. 5, the envelopes and bottom
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piece can be folded from the position shown
in said figure to that shown in IFig. 6,and then

to that shown in Fig. 7, in which the envel- |

opes lie with their address side uppermost

- and are held by the tape ¢’ simply in a still

6o

more convenient position for writing thereon

than when in the position shown in Kig. 3.

By making the tapes elastic they will hold '
a Single envelope as securely as an entire

- package. '
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" Tt will be observed that when the envel-
opes occupy the position shown in Figs. 1
and 2 they do not materially increase the size
of the tablet, thus permitting the latter to oc-

To se- |

ol

traveling trunk or bag. | -
The tablet thus constructed can be made
and sold at a considerably less cost than

would be possible if a box for holding tife en-

velopes were employed. |

W hile I prefer to arrange the holding-tapes

as herein shown, I do not wish to limit my-
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self to such arrangement, as it is obvious that

many variations thereof can be made within

the spirit of my invention. For example, the

back @ of the tablet could be extended a suf-
ficient distance above the top of the sheets
of paper to receive thereon the package of
envelopes, as indicated by broken lines in
Fig. 7, and two tapes could be employed to
hold the envelopes thereon; but as said ex-
tension would be incapable of being folded to
reduce the size of the tablet when not in use
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the first-deseribed construction is much to be

preferred. By clipping the corners of the up-
permost leaf of each sheet of paper I not only
facilitate turning over said upper leaf, as pre-
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viously described, but I thereby greatly ta-

cilitate detaching the sheets of paper from
the tablet, as the user will always know that

the next leaf below one of said clipped leaves -

will be the bottom leaf of a sheet, and the ne-
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cessity of using care to avoid tearing off more

than a single sheet is thereby avoided.

By the term “tablet,” as hereinused, I wish
to be understood as including not only such
writing-tablets as are usually provided with
a covering and blotting-leaf in front of. the

JOO

paper, but also such tablets or pads as are

without such covering-leaf, as my invention
is equally applicable to either form. o

The tablet herein described, besides includ-
ing both paper and envelopes in a compact
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form, is neat and attractive in appearance, -

and is adapted for use in connection with all
of the finer grades of paper. .
Particular attention is called to the fact

that by employing tapes to hold the envel-
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opes the edges of the envelopes are kept en- -
tirely free from gum or other adhesive ma-

terial, which would not be the case if said en-
velopes were padded by means of a binding-
strip secured to the edges thereof, as has been
proposed in one instance. R
~ Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— - | B o
1. The writing-tablet herein described,com-
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posed of sheets of writing-paper independ- -

ently folded into leaves and connected. to-

oether by a binding-strip secured to one or

more edges thereof, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. - S
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9. The writing-tablet herein described, con- .

sisting of a back having superposed thereon
sheets of writing-paper separately folded into
leaves, said back being provided with one or
more tapes for receiving and holding envel-
opes, substantially as described. |
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- 3. The writing-tablet herein deseribéd,_con- B

sisting of a rigid back and sheets of paper
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superposed upon said baék sald back being

provided at one end thereof with one or more
loops of flexible material for receiving and
holding envelopes, substantially as set forth
Whereby said loops and the envelopes held

therein can be folded over upon said back |
and superposed sheets of paper when the lat-

ter are not in use. |
4. A writing-tablet consisting of a rigid
back and sheets of paper superposed upon
sald back and connected therewith by means
of a binding-strip extending along the edge
thereof, a bottom piece for supporting a pack-

age of envelopes, means for detachably secur- |

ing said envelopes to said bottom piece, and

a flexible or hinge connection between said |
bottom piece and the back of the tablet, sub- |

_ stantially as set forth.

5. The writin o-tablet herein described, con-

20 sisting of a 1*10'1d back, a series of sheets of |

paper folded into two leaves and superposed
upon said back, a bottom piece of the proper
size and shape to hold apackage of envelopes,
and tapes connecting both sides of said bot-
tom piece to said back, substantially as and
for the purpose described.

6. In a writing-tablet, the combination,with
back a, of bottom piece f, tapes e ¢, secured

at one end to said back at or near one end of

the latter and at their opposite end to one

| side of said bottom piece, and tape €, secured.

at one end to the-opposite side of said bottom
piece and at its opposite end to said back at
or near the center of the latter, Subst&ntmlly
as and f01 the purpose described.

JOHN T. F. MACDONNELL.

Wltnesses' |
W. H. CHAPMAN,
M. A. Bussy.
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