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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM P. BAILEY,
of Stowe, in the county of I.amoille and State
of Vermont, have invented a new and Im-
proved Gua,ld of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a

- new and improved guard designed for use on
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knives, fishing-rods, h&ndles Of hammers, and
other tools, &ec., and which is simple and du-
rable in constr uetmn is readily applied, and
permits ot 0bta1n1nﬂ' a firm hold of the arti-
cle tobe grasped; als0 ,permitting of suspend-

ing the article from one of the fingers when

desuous of using the hand for other pur-
Pposes. |
The invention consists of a ﬂumd provided

. with a thumb-rest and a ring.
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The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter, and then
pointed out in the claims.

Reference isto be had totheaccompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference 1ud10ate
corresponding parts in both figures. |

Figure 1is a side elevation of the 1mp10$ e-
ment as applied on a knife, and Kig. 2 1s a
plan view of the same. |

As shown in. the accompanying drawings,
the improved guard A is secured by Lrans-

| versely—sxtendmﬂ' rivets B to the cufting-
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blade C, rigidly fastened in the handle D of
an ordmmy knife. The gnard A 18 provided
with a longitudinal slot for the passage of the
kmfe-blade C, and also has its top K curved,
as is plainly shown in Fig. 1, so as to form a
convenient thumb-rest.

On the lower end of the guard A isformed
a ring I, the opening of which extends trans-
versely to the 1nstrume11t or toolon which the
guard is applied. From the front of the
cunard A extend forward two lugs G, fitting
snun‘l;}r onto the sides of the pL:Lte C, 80 as 66
form a knife-shield.

The rivets B are preferably extended on
either side of the guard, so that in case the

latter isused on a ca,rvmﬂ'-kmfe, for instance,
the knife may be laid down, resting on the
handle and the said rivets, without the blade
C touching the table or table-cloth.
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When the device is applied, the operator
takes hold of the handle D in the usual man-
ner, places the thumb of his right hand on
the top K, and passes his for eﬁnfrsr up to the
first or second joint through the ring F, while
the remaining fingers grasp the handle D in
the usual manner. By thus having hold of
the knife the operator can conveniently ma-
nipulate it in carving, cutting, &c., the guard
A insuring a firm grasping of ‘the Lnife.
When the operator desires to use the fingers
of his right hand, except his foreﬁnn'er for

| other purposes, he can release the handle D,
holding the knife suspended from his fore-

finger while using the other fingers for other
purposes, Wlthout laying the kmfe aside.
The device can be readily applied on dif-
ferent kinds of knives, hammers, or other
tools, and is also found useful and desirable

on wooden-handled flat-irons, lathing and

shingling hatchets, handlesofﬁshmw-rods &c.

Instead of applymw the guard A on the tool -

as shown in the drawings, 1t_maybe mmnﬂ'ed

in such a manner that the thumb-rest L is on-

the left of the knife, while the ring F 1s on
the right-hand side. This arrangement may
be necessary on special kinds of knives, ac-
cording to the nature of the work to be done
with the knives, which may require the oper-
ator to hold them differ ently.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. The combination, with a knife, of a guard
held on the knife-blade next to the handle
and provided with a curved thumb-rest, and
a ring arranged transversely to the knife,
substantially as shown and desecribed.

2. The combination, with a knife, of a guard
held on the knife-blade next to the handle
and provided with a curved thumb-rest, and
a ring arranged transversely to the kmfe, and
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rwsts forfastemnﬂ' thesaid guard tothe knife-

blade, the rivets proj ectinc-* on either side of
the guard, substantlally as shown and de-
seribed.

WILLIAM P. BAILEY.

Witnesses:
W. F. CHURCHILL,
J. II. WARREN,

95




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

