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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, JOoHN M. WILLIS,of New
York city, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Paper-Files, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.
- My invention relates to an improvement in
paper-files, and has for its object fo provide a

file of simple and durable construction inl

which all the parts are detachable one from

the other and in which all of the parts may

be renewed when occasion may demand.

- A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a file capable of being expanded or con-
tracted to envelop a large or a small bundle
of papers, and also capable of expeditious and
convenient manipulation to render the papers
enveloped accessible.

Another object of the invention is to so con-
struct the file that a briefing-surface will be
obtained and the inclosed papers protected
against chafing at their side edges.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combinationof the several parts,
as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is tobe had to the accompanying

~drawings, forming a part of this specification,
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in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a file laid
out to receive the package. Fig. 2 1s a per-
spective view of the file represented as in-
closing the package; and Fig. 3 is a central
vertical section through the file, the package
being removed theretrom. o

The file consists, primarily, of a rigid front
and back A and B, a flexible body-band or
apron C, and a take-up D. The front and
back A and B are preferably alike 1n con-
struction,and consist, ordinarily,of twospaced
face plates or boards 10 and 11, rectangular
in general contour and of equal size, which
plates are held a sufficient distance apart by
spacing-strips 12, located at their ends to pro-
vide for an opening 13 of anysufficient depth
and of a length to admit of the free passage
of the apron C. - |

The front and back sections A and B of the
file may be made of any suitable material,

such as metal, hard rubber, celluloid, or their

equivalents; but wood is preferred.
The band C may be of any desired length
and of a width somewhat less than the length

of the opening 13 in the front and back sec-

tions. Theband is made of flexible material—

such as canvas, for instance—and at one end

a deep hem 14 is formed, which hem conceals
an inserted flat plate 15, of metal, or a strip of
wood, and preferably upon or near the seam-
line of the hem, centrally upon the outer face
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of the band, a ring 16 or its equivalent is at-

tached.

- Any desired form of take-up may be used
in connection with the band. The preferred
form, however, is illustrated, and consists of
a rectangular plate 17, of greater length than
the width of the body-band and provided with
a longitudinal slot 18, through which the body-
band is capable of passing.

In operation the body-band C is passed
through the back section B and laid with the
inner face uppermost upon any convenient
support, and the said back is moved away
from the hem 14 a sufficient distance to per-

| mit of the bundle of papers to be filed being

placed between the hem and the back. The
bundle of papers 19 for filing having been
properly made up, the back is brought to a

‘vertical position at one side of the bundle and

the inclosed plate 15 to a similar position at
the opposite side. Theinclosed plate 15 while
in this position is introduced into the open-

ing 13 of the front section A at its under side,

and the free end of the body-band is there-
upon passed through the slot in the take-up
D. Thishaving been accomplished, the major
portion of the surplus of the band is folded
over upon the upper face of the bundle and
the remainder of the surplus is wound upon
the take-up until when the said take-upisin-
troduced into the opening of the front section
at the upper side of the latter the bundle will
be tightly enveloped in the said body-band.
The contents of the bundle may be briefed

upon the front section and the file stood either
upon its side or end, preferably the latter.
If it is desired to examine the contents of
the file, the hemined end, or that end having
the ring attached, is placed uppermost, as
shown in TFigs. 2 and 3, and the contents of
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the file may be readily rendered visible, as
when the inclosed plate 15 is withdrawn from
the front section (the ring being employed in
this operation) the front and back will fall
down, and any paper may be conveniently ex-
tracted or another introduced into the file.
The take-up is not removed from the front
section unless 1t is desired to increase or to de-
crease the bulk of the file.

It 18 evident from the foregoing description
that each and every part of the file may be
disconnected and that any part may be re-
newed at pleasure, and, further, that as the

band or apron entirely incloses or envelops |

the package the side edges of the said pack-
age are prevented from being worn or chafed
by contact with the partitions of a pigeon-
hole or an adjacent file.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I ¢laim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent— |

1. Ina file for papers, the combination, with
front and back sections consisting of a plate
or board provided with an opening extending
transversely through from side to side, of a
body-band or apron adapted to be passed
through the openings of the front and back
sections and a take-up device also attached
to the body-band or apron, substantially as
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of a flexible body-band or apron adapted fo
be passed through the opening of one of the
sald sections and provided with rigid extrems-
ities adapted to enter the opening of the other

section, substantially as shown and deseribed. 4o

3. In a file for papers, the combination, with
front and back rigid sections, each consisting
of a plate or board provided with a slot or
opening extending through from side to side,
of a flexible body-band or apron adapied to
be passed through oneof the sections and pro-
vided at one end with an attached rigid plate
capable of entering one side of the other sec-
tion, and a detachable take-up attached to
the opposite end of the body-band and ca-
pable of being introduced into the same see-
tion as the attached rigid plate of the apron,
but at the opposite side of said section, sub-
stantially as shown and deseribed.

4, In a file for papers, the combination, with
rigid front and back sections consisting of a
plate or board having a transverse opening
therein extending through from side to side,

of a flexible body-band or apron provided at

one end with an attached rigid plate and a
talke-up conSisting of a plate slotted to receive
the body-band and adapted for location there-
on at or near the end opposite that having
the rigid plate attached, substantially as and

shown and described, and for the purpose | for the purpose set forth.
specified.

2. In a paper-file, the combination, with
front and back sections consisting of a plate
or board provided with a transverse slot or
opening extending through from side to side, |

JOIIN M. WILLIS.

Witnesses,
NORMAN ANDREWS, Jr.,
WILLIAM IRYAN.
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