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To all whom it may concern.: .

Be 1t known that I, MiLToN A. HAMILTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, county of Wayne, Staté of Michigan,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Baskets; and I declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription

of the invention, such as will enable others |

~ skilled in the art to which it appertains to
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make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form

S

~a part of this specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in the construction of
baskets; and it consists, essentially, in the
manufacture of baskets of various kinds and

tor various uses, the shellof the basket being

formed from a fabric made of slatsinterwoven
with a warp of wires in a manner analogous
to a fabric of this general description embod-
led in United States Letters Patent granted
to me November 29, 1887, No. 873,328, and on

March 13, 1888, No. 379,219, and also in an-

other application pending herewith relating

tothe construction of woven fabries and pack-

ages made therefrom. |

The object of this invention is to provide a
basket that will be simple in construction,
durable in use, and comparatively inexpen-
sive of manufacture. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective with parts broken away to show the
Interior. Fig. 2 is also a perspective of a
modification. Fig.3isaverticalsection. Fig.
4 1s a similar section illustrating features of
my invention; and Fig. § is a diagram of the
fabric of which the basket is construected,

~showing the tension of the warp graduated
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from one edge to the other of said fabric to

admit of expansion. . |

I carry out my invention as follows:

A represents the shell of the basket, con-
structed of a fabricof slatsa,interwoven with
a warp of wires a’. The edges of the fabric

when 1t has been formed into desired shape

for the shell are secured in any desired man-
ner, as by clips a® |

B representsthe bottom of the basket, which
may be constructed in one or more pieces, as
preferred, and which may be engaged with

the fabric in any suitable manner, In some |

1

per part of the basket. -

cases 1t will be desirable to construct the fab-
ric with a croze of interwoven wires A’, in a
manner described in my said patents; or the
bottom may be recessed to receive a croze-

55

wire, if desired. I do not,however,limit my-

self to the use of a croze in the
fabrie with the boftom. =

As more fully described in my pending ap-
plication, above referred to, I contemplate in

union of the

6o

some cases the compression of the lower edge -

of the shell upon the bottom and to hold the

compressed fabric thereupon by a hoop C, lo-
cated upon the exterior of thefabric, asshown
in Figs. 2 and 4. In some cases, also—as in
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fruit-baskets and the like—I contemplate the

expansion of the upper portion of the shell

and to secure the fabricin such an expanded

state by an interior hoop D, as shown in Figs.

o and 4. In some cases, moreover—as, for in-

stance, in scrap-baskets—I contemplate locat- -

70

ing upon the upper edge of the fabric a rim

E, which may be made integral with the hoop _

D or separate therefrom. o
LThe fabric may be expanded to desired

75

shape over a suitable form, the hoop D being -

then engaged in place to prevent the retrac-
tion of the fabrie and hold it in its expanded
condition. To facilitate the expansion of the
fabric the warp of the wires may be inter-

30

woven with the slats with different degrees-

of firmness, the wires which are intended for

the bottom of the shell being woven very
tight and graduating, as desired, in a lesser
degree of intensity or firmness toward that
part of the fabrie caleculated to form the up-

If it is desired to havethe shell run upward

for a short distance the same or substantially
the same diameter as the base, the wires may
bewoven of equal intensity for that distance.
Wherever expansion is wanted the wires

90

should be interwoven with suitable looseness -

to admit the required degree of expansion.
In this manner baskets of any preferred shape
may readily be provided. Additional hoops
intermediate of the top and bottom of the

basket may be employed, if desired, as at C’,

IFig. 4, for instance. | -

By weaving that portion of the fabric close
and firm which 1s to constitute the lowerpart
of the shell the basket may be made tight at
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the bottom, or by Weaviﬁg the entire fabric| Insome casesthe entire fabric may be com-

close and firm the entire basket may be made
tight, while the expansion may also make the
basket flare in a suitable manner. Where
the fabric is woven of the proper width for a
single basket it may be so woven that the
flare will be provided for without expansion
by simply weaving in the wires with differ-

- ent degrees of firmness, so that I do not limit
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myself to a flaring basket produced by ex-
pansion alone. It will be convenient, how-
ever, at least for many purposes, to weave
the fabriec in widths suitable to be cut into
strips for the shell of the baskets. In some
cases, as in a square basket, the bottom may

- also be made of the fabric herein referred to,
“the shell being provided with cleats ¢, upon
- which the bottom may rest. Additional cleats

¢’ may also be employed to stiffen the fabrie
intermediate of the top and bottom of the

‘shell.

In Fig. 1 the construction shown provides

-also for a knockdown basket, the bottom be-

ing removable, when the shell may be col-
lapsed or flattened. So, also, in connection
with the basket shown in said figure, ' rep-

‘resents my improved handle, which 1 prefer
to make so as 1o have amovable engagement

upon the shell. For this purpose the arms f

1’ of the handle may pass inside the adjacent

loops of the warp-wire and within staples 7*
driven into the shell. The lower ends of the

‘handles may be looped or otherwise shaped

to prevent the disengagement of the handles.
Instead of passing the arms ff” within the
warp-wires, additional staples may be em-
ployed. For a knockdown basket it will be

convenient especially to make the handles

movable in this or any other suitable man-
ner, so that they may be forced downward to

‘have their upper portions on a line with the
edge of the fabric, as thereby the basket may

be packed more compactly. A round basket
mayv also be constructed in a knockdown con-

dition, the bottom being readily removable.

The baskets may be provided with inter-

‘mediate partitions whereit is desired to break

~ the bulk of the contents of the basket, and
- any suitable cover may be employed—as, for

50

ingtance, of the woven fabric. A basket so
construcied is economical and at the same

- time strong and durable.

]

]

pressed from the top of the shell to the base
to make the basket tighter, in which case one
or more additional hoops C* may be employed
to hold the fabrie in a compressed condition.
A basket so constructed is not only tight, but
very firm as well. | -

- What I claim is—

1. A basket having, in combination with a
bottom, a shell formed from a previously-
woven fabric of slats interwoven with a warp
of wire, the tension of said warp graduated
from one edge to the other of said fabric to
admit of expansion, and said shell made flar-
ing at the top of the basket, substantially as
described. _

2. A basket having, in combination with a

bottom, a shell formed of a previously-woven

fabricof slatsinterwoven with a warp of wires,

55
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said shell expanded toward the upper portion -

of the basket, substantially as described.
3. A basket having, in combination with a
bottom, a shell formed of a previously-woven

75

fabric of slatsinterwoven with a warp of wires,

said fabricexpanded and heldinits expanded

condition by a hoop located on the inside of
the fabric, substantially as described.

4. A knockdown basket having, in combi-
nation with a bottom, a shell formed of a

fabric of slats interwoven with a warp of
| wire, substantially as described.

5. A basket having, in combination with a
bottom, a shell formed of a fabric of slats in-
terwoven with a warp of wire, and a handle
passed under said wire and. held in place by
staples engaging the handle upon the fabric,
said handle having a movable engagement in
said staples and beneath the said wire, sub-
stantially as set forth.

6. The fabric herein described, consisting

8o

oc -

of slats interwoven with a warp of wire, the |

tension of said warp-wires graduated from
one edge of the fabric toward the other to

admit of expansion of one edge of said fabric,

substantially as set forth. ;
In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

MILTON A. HAMILTON.

Witneeses:

N. S. WRIGHT,
CHAS. K. SALOW.
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