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To all whom it may cOnée?n:

‘Be it known that I, JAMES STARK, a sub-
ject of the Queen of Great Britaln, residing

at Tondon, in England, have invented a cer-

tain new and useful Safety Apparatus for Oil-
Lamps, (for which applications for patents
have becn filed, but not yet granted, in Great
Britain, France, Belgium, and Germany,) of
which the following is a'full, clear, and exact
specification. | |

Automatic lamp-extinguishers as hitherto

" made have generally the drawback that they

require an alteration of the burner or a spe-

- cially-constructed lamp, and cannot therefore
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~ base by means of a pair of outside pins B B,
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be applied without considerable expense.
My invention has for its object to provide

an automatic extinguisher, which can be ap-

plied to any ordinary flat-wick burner with-

out changing the shape or construction of the

same, which operates without balance weights
or balls, and combines the greatest simplicity

with cerlainty of action.

In the following description reference will
be made to the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a section of an ordinary flat-
wick burner provided with an automatic ex-
tinguisher embodying my invention, while
Figs. 2, 8, and 4 represent the extinguisher
separately in different positions.

The extinguisher consists of a pair of per-

forated eaps A A, hinged together at their

parallel with the edge of the wick-tube D.
These caps are made of such a shape and size

as to fit over the wick-tube without being

fixed thereto, and are provided with short
feet a, which in the normal position of the
extinguisher rest upon the burner-floor, as
shown by Fig. 1, and thereby keep the cap
in unstable equilibrium. Kachcap is stamped
or pressed from a piece of sheet metal so as
to form an approximately rectangular cup;

“but the lower side or flange is cut out so as

toleave at the ends a pair of projecting hinge-
pieces for the hinge-pins B and in the center
a projecting lug, which is then bent outward,

so as to form the foot ¢ mentioned above. l

|

| The exti'nguishef is thus. entirely supported

by the burner-floor, and can be easily applied
to any burner of corresponding size without 5o
requiring any instruments or skilled labor.

If the lamp is suddenly tilted, the extin-
ouisher willlose its equilibrium,and the upper
cap will approach the lower one by turning
on its hinges until the extinguisher assumes 5:
the position shown by Fig. 2, in which the

! wick E is covered by the extinguisher and
the lower cap rests against the inside of the

burner-dome ¥. -~ = |
Each cap is provided with an aperture of 6o
any suitable shape or with a number of per-
forations, through which the necessary air
may pass to the flame. The side view, Fig.

3, shows a star-shaped air-passage c.

What I claim is— o 63
1. The combination of a flat-wick lamp-

‘burner with an automatic extinguisher con-

sisting of a pair of loose caps A, adapted to
slide over the wick-tube and hinged together
at their base, the said extinguisher being 70
only supported by the burner-floor, and pro-
vided with a pair of feet a, adapted to sup-
port the extinguisher in a position of unsta-
ble equilibrium and to prevent it from open-
ing wider than is necessary, substantially as 75
described. | | | | o

2. An automatic extinguisher for flat-wick
oil-lamps, consisting of a pair of perforated

caps A, adapted to fit over the wick-tube and
‘hinged together at their base, each cap being o

stamped or pressed from a piece of sheet
metal and the lower part cut out so as 1o
leave at the ends a pair of projecting hinge-
pieces and in the center a projecting lug,

which is bent outward to form a foot a, sub- 85

stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have signed this

‘specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses. |

JAMES ST ARK.

Witnesses: |
| - J. WETTER,
E. C. BARKER.
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