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To all whom it may concerw: -

Be it known that I, CHARLES SEWARD
LEONARD, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Glover, in the county of Orleans and

¢ State of Vermont, have invented certain new

and useful Improvementsin Truss-Pads; and

I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

1o which it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to an improvement

in truss-pads for use with surgical trusses of
various kinds and for various purposes, the
objectthereof being toprovideasimple,cheap,

15 novel, and serviceable pad, which may be

capable of being so located upon the ruptured |

part as to exert an even gentle elastic press-
ure thereon and yet be held firmly and im-
movably,so that during the movements of the
20 person it may not become displaced from 1its

proper position, and so that no injury may

ensue to the ruptured part as the results of
such movements; and the invention consists,
essentially, in the combination, with a flanged
2¢ holder, of a soft elastic cushion so connected
tosaid holderthat thecushion may bear upon
the hernia, while the annular face of the
holder has a firm bearing upon the abdomen
directly around the hernia, (or against the
30 flesh surrounding any other ruptured part, as
" the case may be;) and the invention further
consistsin the construction, arrangement, and
combination of parts, substantially as will be
‘hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a plan view of my
improved truss-pad. Fig. 2 is a cross-section
of the same. |

Like letters of reference denote like parts

40 in both figures.
In carrying my
effect I first provide a holder A, consisting
of a circular plate. This is preferably con-
~ vexly curved on the outer side thereot, while
45 on the inner side it is concaved to a greater
or less degree. The concaved side of the
plate A is formed with an annular ilange a,
-projecting inwardly a slight distance over the
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invention into practical

therefore, a smooth annular or ring surface 50
adapted to be brought in contact with any
desired object, and thus adapted to surround

‘a hernia or ruptured part and bear firmly

upon the parts adjoining thereto, while the
hernia or ruptured portion lies in close and
easy contact with the cushion carried on the
concaved face of the holder. Thisholder may
be of any desirable material—such as vul-
canized rubber—and it may be of any proper
and useful form, outline, and shape, it being 6o
only necessary that it should have an annu-
lar flange or surface, which may have a firm
solid bearing upon the parts surrounding the
hernia. | o |

B denotes a soft elastic rubber cushion
consisting of a small convexed circular sheet
of suitable rubber or other soft, yielding, or
olastic substance. This rubber isof suitable
size, so that its peripheral edge may fit neatly
within the concaved face of the holder A and
underthe annular flange a. Said rubbercush-
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' ion is adapted to be sprung into place, where

its own elasticity holds it and keeps it prop-
erly positioned, its convexity being presented

outward, while its concave face 18 opposite 75

| the concaved face of the holder A. Thus it

will be seen that the elastic cushion B may
be pressed inward by any object acting there-
on from without,and that there will be plenty
of Toom within the concave holder to permit
of such inward pressure to as great an extent
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as may be desired, and even until the annu-

lar flange comes in contact with the pressing
object and prevents the further inward move-
ment of the elastic cushion. Said -elastic
cushion is provided at any suitable poini—
as, forinstance, at a point nearthe periphery—
as shown in the drawings, with an air vent or

| opening b. This airventor opening 18 deemed

necessary, as the combination of the holder
A and the elastic cushion B with the air-vent
b form in reality what may be termed an
“air-pump,”’ the operation of which produces
a suotion when it is applied to a hernia, which
suction helps to hold the truss in place with
less pressure from the belt or other device
employed for keeping it in position on the
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~ concaved face. This annular flange ¢ forms, i person.
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C denotes a screw, which enters a central
opening in the holder A and is adapted to
be used for the purpose of connecting the

holder to a strap or other device by means of
which it may be held in position.

- Theuse and advantages of a truss-pad con-
structed in the manner which I have just de-
scribed will be apparent to those skilled in
the art from the foregoing description of its
structural arrangement and ecombination of
parts. It will be clearly manifest that when
sald pad is to be applied to a ruptured part
the soft elastic cushion will be brought into
contact with said ruptured part and pressed
closely against the same, while the annular
flange a will be made to bear upon the con-
tiguous surface of the abdomen or other part.
This bearing of the annular flange upon the
surface surrounding the hernia will serve to
keep the pad fixed and immovably in place
during the various movements of the person
wearing the truss, and will prevent any dis-
placement of the soft elastic cushion from its
bearing on the hernia, which often occurs
with elastic pads now in common use, and
which would occur with any elastic pad not
provided with this annular flange, which pro-

_vides the bearing aforesaid.

Having thus described my invention, what |
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- 30

ters Patent, is— | |

1. In atruss-pad, the combination, with the
circular holder having an annular flange, of
an elastic cushion held under said flange and
adapted for use so that the said cushion may 3s
bear upon the hernia while the said annular
flange bears upon the surrounding parts, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

2, In a truss-pad, the combination, with the
holder having a convex outer face and s con-
cave inner face and provided on the conecave
side with an annular inwardly - projecting
flange, of the convex elastic cushion provided
with an air-vent and held in place with its
periphery under said annular flange, the con-
vexity of said cushion proj ecting beyond said
flange, the whole device being adapted for
use, as stated, with the cushion bearing on
the hernia and the annular flange having a
support on the surrounding parts, substan-
tially as described. |

In testimony whereof T affix m y signature in
presence of two witnesses. |

CHARLES SEWARD LEONARD.

Witnesses:
J. P. ELLIS,
C. S. PARKER.
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