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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES HENRY FAIR-
WEATHER DIXON, a citizen of the United
States,residingin the cityand county of Phila-
delphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, have
invented an Improved Adjustable Partition
for Sliding Drawers, of which the follomnn IS
a speclﬁeatmn

Incident to the employment of the ordinary
sliding desk-drawers to contain piles of en-
velopes, blanks, and similar articles has been
the disadvantage that the abrupt movements

to which the clrawels are subjected in their

opening and closing oceasion the overthrow
and confusion of such piles and other contents.
To obviate this it has been usual to construet
such drawers with permanent partitions con-
stituting inelosing compartments of sizes pro-
portioned to the size and character of the ar-
ticles to be contained, which partitions in said
movement of the drawers support such arti-
cles against overthrow.

“ments formed by such permanent partitions
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have been found objectionable, because, first,
they do not, when itis desired to lodge lfnrﬂer
articles, for mstmce, in acompartm ent whlch
has been constructed to hold articles of a
given and smaller size, permit of the neces-
sary adjustment, and, second, because when
articles—such as sheets of paper piled to-
gether—areinclosed by partitions which main-
tam them against overthrow such partitions
prevenb-that access of the fingers to the sides
of the paper which is necessary to permit of
their being picked up.

My invention. relates to the partitions of
such sliding drawers; and its object is the

provision ot partitions which can not only be

adjusted or removed 1o various desired posi-
tions within the drawer in connection with

~which they are employed, but which also,

while operating to {firmly support against over-
throw articles contained within the compart-

ments which they form, permit access to the

sides of the contained articles.

Generally stated, my invention compre-
hends the provision of a wall member which
acts as the partition proper and which is pro-
vided with a supporting-leg or driven shank

Inclosing compart-

]

In the dmwings, to which referenceis to be
had for the better understanding of my in-

vention, I show three different constructions
55

of wall member alike embodyinn' my inven-
tion.
In said drawings, IFigure 11s a perspective

view of a dI‘ELWBI e“{hlbltlnﬂ‘ 1ts interior, in

which are contained a pile of paper;and a
pile of envelopes, each pile existing in a com-
partment of its own formed by adjustable
partitions embodying my invention. I'igs. 2,

3, and 4 are perspective views respectively

1lustrating the threedifferentforms of adjust-

‘able partitions above referred to.

In the form shown in Ifig. 2 the wall mem-

ber A consists of a flat obloncr rectangular

' sheet of mater 1&1-—-0011?61116111;13? plate meta,l-—-

|

one end of which 1s provided with or merged

into a threaded shank B.

In the construction shownin Flﬂ‘ 3 the wall
member consists of a frame constructed of a
section of wire bent to a somewhat fanciful
outline, asshown in said figure,all of the con-
volutions ot the wire, however, Iying in prac-
tically a common plane, so as to present a flat
bearing-surface. Tothelowerend of the wall
member A so formed is secured a serew-shank
b, similar to that of Fig.2. In practice these
screw-shanksare preferably formed with gim-
let-points, so as to be readily inserted wher-
ever desired.

In the embodyment of the invention shown
in Fig. 4 the wall member A 18 shown as
formed of a flat oblong rectangular piece of

| metal having a sharp-pointed barb or tongue

cut from 1ts own substance, which barb is
turned out and down so as to project below
the lower edge of the wall member. In this
construction the tongue so formed is used as
the driven shank orretaining device, to be in-
serted in the wood of the bottom of the drawer
in lieu of the screw-shanks of the construec-
tion of Ifigs. 2 and 3.

In the practical employment of my inven-
tion it 18 obvious that wall members of a great
variety of construction and other than the
forms shown may without departure from my
invention be resorted to.

Tt will now be understood that the remov-

o adapted to be engaged with the substance of | able partition may be readily placed at any

the dr awer.

desirable point in a drawer, accor dmn* to the
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- removeble permtlone mey be employed at the
~ side thereof. It will also be understood that

436,626

edges of the articles to be supported, to em-

-pley- wall members of the flat forms shown 35
{in-the drawings and herein described; but it
is obvious that useful results would be at-

tained by the use of wall membels Wthh'
were flat as to only one side.

~in the employment of the devices embodying | Havingthusdescribed my mveutlon 1 clalm 40
- my invention no special arrangement or for- | and deswe to secure by Letters Pa;tent—-n | o
______ - mation of the bottem of the drewer 1s neces- | 1. As an article of manufacture, a remov-

g | able drawer-partition consisting of a broad
| -51mp1y mserted dlreetly theremto and thls- flat wall memberprovided Wltheehenkwhwh IR
- whether said driven shanks arein the nature { may be driven into the substance of the 45
" either of screws, as in Iigs. 2 and 3, or of a | drawer a,t eny deelred pomt a,nd W1thout the
- tack or nail, as in Fig. 4. I therefore in the . rawer,
15 claims speak of a driven shank in a sense

- which is broad enough to include either the | 2.
SCrew or nall or eny kmdled devwe which {
_ﬂat wall member e.nd a smew-thleeded shank =

attached to said wall membe1 , Substantially

of the dlewer 1tse1f
It is apparent that for retaining such altl- | as set forth.

cles as piles of envelopes or sheets of paper | 8. A desk-drawer embodying a series of

one detacheble partition employed at 'bhe 51de compartments formed by removable parti- g 5 -
______ tions, each of which is composed of a wall =

._ pelmenent p‘LI‘tlthIl_ extendmfr elen# the en—i { memberand a drl.ven shank, eubetentlally as
25 tire side of said articles. It is also epperent' 'Set forth. |

In testimony that I elelm the foregoing as

o - that an adjustable partition, covering, as it _ _
~does, only a portion of the lone'ltudlnel eél'r:"-'es?F mymventwnl have hereunto sw*nedmyneme 6c
| this 1st day of Mereh A D. 1890.

'.  ofa pile of envelopes orother conta,med altl-_
J H F. DIXON

~cles, permits of ready access to the nncovered

30 edges of said contained articles to permit of . .
thell belng picked up at will. In presence of—

S | plefer for economy of space and for the | - F. NORMAN DIXON, o

pm ‘pose of making a better contact with the | LEWIS ALTMAIER.
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