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To all whom it may concern: _
Be it known that I, CEBERT H. NEWHALL,

- a citizen of the United States, residing in the
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ful Improvement in Hammers, which im-
provement 18 fully set forth in the following
specification and acecompanying drawings.
My invention consists in providing a ham-
mer with means, substantially as hereinafter
described, whereby a nail may be primarily
held by the hammer and partially driven
into position in advance of the usual driving
operation of the head of the hammer.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view

of a hammer having my invention applied
thereto, a nail being also shown as engaged
by the spring-jaws. Fig. 2 represents a per-
spective view of the hammer shown in Fig. 1,
thespring-jaws being ininoperative position.
Fig. 3 represents a perspective view, on an
enlarged scale, of the supporting-head with a
lug and the gripping-jaws with a recess. . Fig.
4 represents a plan view of the head removed
from the hammer and showing the same
formed with two lugs and the gripping-jaws
each formed with a recess. '
oimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
hammer, which, excepting the features of my
invention applied thereto, is of usual con-
struction. ._ :

Formed with or secured to the hammer
back of the eye portion thereof is a supple-
mentary head B, to the sides of which are
pivoted elasticorspring jaws C C, which when
1n normal position embrace the sides of said
head, as in Fig. 2, and may be swung out at
a right angle or to a position parallel with the
longitudinal direction of the head proper of
the hammer, as will be seen in Fig. 1.

The operation is as follows: A nail is pre-

sented to the hammer and its head placed

against the supplementary head B thereof, as
shown by the dotted lines, Fig. 2. The jaws
are then moved, whereby their free ends em-
brace the sides of the nail, the jaws readily
separating, and by thelr closing action tak-

ing firm hold of the.nail, as in Fig. 1. The{ -
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city and county of Philadelphia, State of']
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
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it is required and a blow imparted thereto by
nroper operation of the hammer, the nail thus
partially entering the wood, after which the
hammer is moved from the nail, thus clearing
the same, the nail then being driven home or
to the desired extent by the head of the ham-
mer, as usual. | |

- When service of the jaws is not required

they may be returned to their normal posi-

tion over the head B, as in Fig. 2, where they
remain, owing to their elastic nature.

The jaws have their free ends serrated, so
that they may be engaged by a nail or an im-
plement for conveniently moving the same
into their operative and inoperative positions.
- The face of the head B projects forward of
the sides of the jaws, so that when the ham-
mer is used, as usual, should the head proper
slip while driving a nail, the latter, if in the
path of the head B, may be struck by said
head B without injuring the jaws. |

The ends of the jaws are beveled, as at D,-

so that after the nail i1s started or primarily

driven into position,and the hammer is to be
released therefrom, said hammer is turned on

the head of the nail, whereby the bevels D

come against the sides of the nail, so that the
jaws quickly slip off of the nail, or vice versa.

In order to hold the Jaws in inoperative po-
sition, shown in Fig. 2, the head B is formed
with a lug HE, with which engages the wall of
a recess K on one of the jaws C, it being no-
ticed that the ends of the jaws engage with
each other, and thus improper opening or
separation of the jaws is prevented.

If desired, as shown by FKig. 4, each jaw
may be provided with a recess, such as F, in
which case the head B is provided with two

~

lugs, such as K, so that each jaw is inter-

locked with said head. | |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, ig— | |
1. A hammer having a supplemental head
and pivotal jawsat the sides thereof, the said
jaws beingadapted to be turned either in the

direction of the length of the handle or of

the head of the hammer, substantially as de-
seribed.
2. A hammer having two jaws pivoted

nail may now be directed to the place where | thereto, the same being located back of the
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eye portion and formed of elastic material,
whereby the free ends thereof may separate,
the said jaws being adapted to be turned

either in the direction of the length of the
5 handle or of the head of the ha,mmer sub-
stantially as described.

3. A hammer having a supplemental head
connected therewith and pivotal jaws at the
side thereof, the face of said head pro;eetmn*

10 in front of said jaws when the latter are in
. closed position, substantially as deseribed.
4. A hammer having the pivoted spring-

f—

- Witnesses:

| jaws C, the latter provided with beveled por-
tions D substantially as and for the purpose

set for th

5. A hammer having a head, the lug E
thereon, and the spring-jaws C, one of which
1S provided with a recess I, said parts being
combined substantially as described.

CEBERT H. NEWHALL.

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
WM. C. WIEDERSHEIM.
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