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To all whom it mdy concern: .
Be it known that I, JAMES K. MOLLOY, of
West Haven, in the countyof New Havenand

State of Connecticut, haveinvented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Buckles, of

which the following is a specnﬁcatmn |
My inv entlbn relcl,tes to an improvement in

 buckles of the tubular typein which a grasp-
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lever provided with a grasping-jaw and with |

a suitable hook or other attaching device is
secured in the same, of a housing in position

of engagement with a web or strip passing
through the housing,.

The object isto prewde a sunple and strong
a,1ranﬂ'ement of the parts, so that the grasp-

ing-jaw of the lever may be prevented from

A practical embodiment of my invention
isrepresentedinthe accompanying drawings,
in which—-

Figure 1 represen ts a buckle In front ele-
vatlon with parts assembled asin use. FKig.
2 18 a section on line x « of Kig. 1.” Kig. 3 is
a section on line ¥ y of Fig. 1. FKig.4 is a
similar view showing the different parts sep-
arated. FKig. 5 18 a plan view in detaill of the
front of the tubular or housing portion. Fig.
6 is a top plan view of therear portion of the
tubular or housing portion; and Fig. 7 is a
plan view of the front portion of the housing,
showing a modification.

The buckle in the form in which I have
herein presented it consists of three separate
pieces—namely, the front portion of the hous-
ing, the rear portion of the housing, and the
tongue or lever—the several parts being
formed and assembled as follows:

A represents the front portion of the hous-
ing, and consists of an oblong plate provided
near one of its side edges with an elongated
slot a for the reception of the grasping-jaw
of the tongue, as willhereinafter appear. The
slot o may be wholly inclosed by the central
metal, or the portion of the plate located cen-
trally alongside of the slot may be removed,
as shown in Fig. 7. Near its corners and
upon oppomte sides of the plate A short pro-
jecting ears o’ are formed for the purpose of
fastening the parts tocret;hen

provided at the points where they leave the.

| of the back-plate C as follows:

‘The back portion of the housing consists

of a plate B, preferably corresponding in
width to the body of the plate A,and having
its opposite ends turned over toward each

other in U form, as shown at b, leaving suf-

ficient distance between the ends of the

turned-over portion and the body portion for
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the reception of a suitable web or strap. The 6o

opposite edges of the turned-over ends b are

provided with shallow recesses b’ for the re-

i ception of the ears a’ of the front plate here-
to have its grasping-jaw swung into and out

inbefore referred to. Thefront plate A and
the back plate B are united to each other by
placing the front plate A with its ends rest-
ing upon the turned-over ends b of the back
pld,‘re and then bending the ears a” over and

n | under the edges of the ends b in the re-
falling into the opening for the reception of :

‘the web to hinder the ready insertion or siid-
“ing-of the-web through the opening.

cesses b’.
‘The tongue or lever consists of a b_ody PoT-
tion C, termmatmn‘ at one end, in the form
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here shown, in a hook ¢c,and at 'its opposite

end having a grasping-jaw ¢/, turned at sub-

stantially a right ancrle to the body portion C.

‘The grasping-jaw ¢’ is provided, as 1s usual,

with teeth ¢? for engaging the web or strep
The oppomte ends of the orasping-jaw ¢’ are

body portion C with open slots or recesses c”.

The tongue or lever is secured to the hous-
ing or tubular portion of the buckle by pass-
ing the grasping-jaw ¢’ through the slot a,
and is locked therein by means of the ends b
- The length
of thegrasping-jawc’isgreater than thelength
of the slot a by about the depth of one of the
recesses or slots ¢, so that by dropping one
end of the jaw into the slot ¢ and then sliding
the jaw endwise, so as to bring the bottom of
the recess ¢® in one end in engagement with
one end of the slot a, the opposite end of the
jaw may then be dropped through the slot ¢
into position. This, however, would still ad-
mit of the accidental displacement of the

“tongue and also of an endwise play equal to

the depth of one of the recesses ¢
vent this play and secure the tongue against
accidental displacement, I make the distance

between the turned-over ends b of the part C.

equal to the distance between the bottomsof
the two recesses ¢?, and during the assembling
of the parts slide the edges of said ends b
within said recesses c® .
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The partsare conveniently assembled in the
following order and manner: Firstinsert the
grasping-jaw of the tongue or lever through
the slot a in the plate A and locate it about
central therein, then slide the part B of the

- housing into its position relative to the part
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A, passing the opposite edges of the turned-

over ends b between the side walls of the re-
cesses ¢® and the front plate, and finally turn.

over the ears a” into engagement with the un-
der sides of the turned-over ends b’, thereby
locking the several parts together. It will be
observed that the metal at the point where

the tongue or lever hinges to the tubular por-

tion will consist of two thicknesses—nameély,
the turned-over ends b and the front plate—
while the side walls of the recesses ¢?, which
are outside of the front plate A, will form
shoulders to prevent the dropping of the
tongue or leverin the space between the front
and rear plates through which the web is to
be inserted. | |
It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the formationand arrangement
of the several parts without departing from
the spirit and scope of my invention—for
instance, that the parts A and B might be
other than of oblong shape and theears a’ be
formed on the rear plate instead of on the
front plate. Hence I do not wish tolimit my-
self tothe construction herein set forth; but
What I claim as my invention is— |
1. The herein-described buckle, consisting
of the tubular frame or housing formed in two
parts, one of the parts being provided with
a slot for the reception of the tongue, the
tongue or lever provided with a grasping-jaw

and having recesses formed on its opposite

edges in proximity to the grasping-jaw, the
sald slot being shorter than the width of the

tongue upon both sides of thé recesses, but |
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as long as the width of the tongue measured
from the bottom of one of the recesses to the

‘end of the grasping-jaw farthest therefrom,

the other part of the frame being provided 45
with turned-over ends separated by a dis-
tance substantially equal to the length of the
sald tongue-receivingslot,thesaid turned-over
ends having an engagement with the tongue
within the said recesses to lock the tongue in 5o
position, and means for locking the parts of
the frame together, substantially as seti forth.
2. The herein-described buckle, consisting
of the tubular frame or housing formed in
two parts, one of the parts being provided 53
with a slot for the reception of the tongue
and with securing-éars projecting from its

corners, the other part being provided with

turned-over ends having recesses formed in
their opposite edges for the reception of the 6o
sald securing-ears, the tongue or lever pro- -
vided with a grasping-jaw and having re-
cesses formed on its opposite edges in prox-
imity to the grasping-jaw, the distance he-
tween the bottoms of the two recesses being 65
substantially equal to the distance between
the said turned-over ends of one of the parts,
and the said slot for the reception of the
tongue being shorter than the width of the
tongue upon the side of the recess opposite 7o
the grasping-jaw, but as long as the distance
from the bottom of one of the recesses to the
end of the grasping-jaw farthest therefrom,
the said turned-over ends, when the parts are
assembled, having an engagement with the 75
walls of the said recesses on the opposite sides
of the tongue to prevent displacement of the
same, substantially as set forth.
JAMES F. MOLLOY.

Witnesses: | -
ROBERT LYNN,
WILLIAM T. SMITH,
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