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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known thatl, WILLIAM DAVID NIITOH- |

ELL, of McComb _(/11331' in the county of Pike
&nd State of Mississippi, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Buekles, of
which the following ig a full, clear, and exact
description. |

My invention relates to an 1mprovement 1n
buckles,especially that class of buckles known
as baek—band” buckles, and has for its ob-
ject to provide a simple and durable device
capable of quick adjustment to the require-
ments of large or small animals, and in which
the dampmﬂ' member will be freefrom sharp
or abrading surfaces, thereby preserving the
pand from mutilation.

Another object of the invention is 1o so
construct the buckle that it will not chafe the
animal, and whereby it may be most conven-
lently and expeditiously locked or unlocked.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-

- ence indicate corle.?,pondm:, parts 1n all the
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views,

Figure 1 is a plan view of the buckle, 1llus-
trated as applied to the back-band. Fig. 2
is a rear elevation of the buckle, and Fig. 318
a transverse section on line x « of IKig. 1.

The body or base A of the buckle 18 pro-
vided at each end, preferably nearer the back
than the fronf, with an ear 10, and a siot or

opening 11, extending nearly from end to end,

the said slot being also located. nearer the
back than the front of the huckle. The up-
per surface of the front portionof the buckle,
or that portion between the slot 11 and the
front edge, is provided with two or more,
preferably two, longitudinal ribs 12, the sald
ribs being parallel with the slot or opening
11. The ribs 12 occupy such relationto each
other that a space intervenes between them,
as is best shown 1n Fig. 3.

‘The central portion of the back of the buckle
is preferably outwardly curved, and 1s pro-
vided upon its upper face with an offset 13,
whwh oﬁset has formed therein a eentral bore,

| continued ordinarily downward to the bottom

of the baseorbody A. Thesaid boreisadapted
for the reception of the pin 14, and upon the
said pin one end of alocking-button 16 18 piv-

oted. Thesaid button ispreferably provided

upon its upper edge with a vertical wing 17
to facilitate its manipulation, and the under
surface of the button is pleferably semewhat
circular or rounded off.

The clamping-section or the hmcre member

| B of the buckle is pivoted at its ends to the

ears 10’ of the base or body, and upon the un-
der surface of the hinge or clamping member
or section & lonﬂ'ltudlnal rib 18 1g formed, so

| located as to be capable of entering the space
| between the ribs 12 of the baseor bodymemn

ber when the two members are brought into
horizontal contact, and the rib 18 is prefer-
ably serrated or roughened, ordinarily longi-
tudinally. The central portion of the hinge
or clamping member B at the forward edge
is formed into an upwardly-turned hook 19,
in connection with which hook a spring 20 is
employed, forming thereby the usual form of
spring-clip.

Upon the upper face of the hmﬂ*e member
B, a longitudinal ridge or pro;]ectlon 21 1is
formed, 'having produeed in its upper surface
a series of cavities or depressions 22, The
baseor body member of the buckleis securely
fastened to a pad 23 of leather or equivalent
material.
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In operation the strap C is passed from the

back upward through the slot 11 of the base
or body member and over the ribs of said
member, and is locked in position by carry-
ing the hinge member downward to a contact
with thestrap, whereby therib13 of the hinge

member foreces the portion of the strap which

9o

engages with it downward into the space be-

| tween the ribs of the body member, and the

said upper hinged member is held in close
lockin 1rr-cl::lnrltact with the strap by causing the
button 16 to enter a convenient cavity 39 of
the ridge 21. Thebutton 16 sustains such re-
lation to the hinged member of the buckle
that when the said hinged member is closed
down against the base member and the strap
is not interposed, the said button may be car-
ried over the ridge 21. 'When, however, the

strap 18 interposed between the two members,
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the button 16 must be sprung slightly nupon
the ridge, and-to that end the upper surface
of the ridge is inclined from one end in the
direction of the other.

It is obvious that a buckle constr ucted as
above described is not only durable and sim-

~ ple, but may be expeditiously manipulated to
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lock a strap in a given position or to permit
the strap to be dmwn between the members

of the buckle.
Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim

a8 new -and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent—
1. As an improved article of manufacture,

a buckle consisting of a slotted base member

provided wi.th'-SPaced ribs upon one face, a
clamping member hinged to the base:mem-

ber:and provided with.a rib adapted to enter
the space between the ribs of the base mem-

‘ber,and alocking-button attached to the base

member and .adapted for engagement with

‘the clamping: member,as and for the: pmp()be
;.:-Bpeclﬁed

436,253

In abuckle, the combmation with a base
member provided with an opening and spaced
ribs upon its upper face, of a clamping mem-
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ber hinged to the base member and havinga

rib for med upon one face and a raek—smface
upon itsopposite face, and a button connected

| with the base member and -adapted for en-.

gagement with the said rack-surface, as and

for the purpose specified.
3. In a buckle, the combmatmn, with a base

member provided with alongitudinal slot and.

parallel spaced ribs upon 1ts upper face, of

a hinge member having a rib upon its under

face adapted to-enter the spaces between the
ribs of the base, a rack produced upon the up-
per face of the hinge member having -an 1n-

clined surface,and. abutton hinged.to the base
member and adapted forengagement with'the

rack, as and for the purpose set forth. |
WILLIAM DAVID. MITCHELL.
Witnesses:
Ep. C. FOWLESH,
“R. W RASBAGH
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