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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known thatl, ALBERT T. F0OX, of Ke-
nosha, in the county of Kenosha and State of
‘Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Whiffletree Attach-
ments; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it pertains to make and
use it, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, which form part of this specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improvement in
whiffletree attachments; and it consists in
the combination, with a whiffletree provided
with a spring, key, spur, or pin, of a series
of large rings which will fit over the end of
the ferrule upon the whiffletree, and which

“are connected by small rings which allow the

large rings sufficient play to be placed over
the end of the whiffletree and the hook at-
tached to the other end of the chain and
which makes connection with the trace, all
of which will be more fully described herein-
after. '

The object of my invention is to do away
with trace-buckles and the heel-chains for
light and heavy harness, and to provide a
chain which is connected directly to the end
of the whiffletree and which canbe shortened
and lengthened at will.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my attachment,
showing the chain lengthened out. Kig.21is a
similar view showing the chain shortened up.

A represents the whiffletree, which 1s pro-
vided with a ferrule B upon each end, and in
which is placed a spring, spur, or pin C for
preventing the largerings D of the chain from

slipping off from the end of the whifiletree.

The chain is composed of a number of large
rings D, which fit over the end of the ferrule,
as.shown, and which are connected by means

i

| of a number of small rings H, which allow the

large rings any desired amount of play. To
the outer end of the chain is fastened a hook
I for making connection with the rear endof
the trace. -

Any one or more of the large rings can be

passed over the end of the whiffletree when
the chain is to be shortened, or removed from
the end of the whiffletree when the trace is

to belengthened, and thus doaway with trace-
buckles for lengthening or shortening the
trace, and also with heel-chains.

By doing away with trace-bucklesall neces-
sity of punching holes through the trace 1is
obviated. - | -

By doing away with the old style of heel-
chains, which are stitched to the ends of the
traces and which are continually hitting the
horses on their hind legs, a great annoyance
to nervous horses is dispensed with.
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In order to keep the large rings from mov-

ing inward upon the end of the whiffleiree, a
flange or collar may be formed upon the in-
ner end of the ferrule I. | |

When all of the rings are folded upon the

ferrule, as shown in Fig. 2, a noiseless and

neat device is formed, and by means of which

a trace can be lengthened and shortened at
will. |

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— | |

An attachment for a' whiffletree, consisting
of a number of large and small links, which

are connected so as to form a chain, the large

Jinks being adapted to catch over the end of
the whiffletree, substantially as shown.
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. ]
ALBERT T. FOX.

Witnesses:
L. D. JONES,
- JAMES CAVANAGH.
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