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MARY DENT BAKER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OI' COLUMBIA.
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To all whom i may coneerm:
Be it known that I, MARY DENT BAKER, a

citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Washington, in the Distriet of Co-

lumbia, have invented certain new and nuseful
Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.
This invention pertains to certain new and
useful improvements in fire-escapes, having

for its object the provision of simple and
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highly-efficient means for securing the inner
end of a rope or flexible ladder to a window
or other point of exit and holding the same
conveniently at hand ready for use.

The- invention comprises an arm or bar
pivotally secured at one end to one side of a
window-frame and having a shortarm secured
thereto, to which is attached one end of a rope
or flexible ladder, which when not in use 18
retained in a box or casing in juxtaposition

to the window, whereby upon throwing the

" rope or ladder outward the bar or arm will be
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placed transversely across the window and

form a secure anchor for the inner end of said

rope, substantially as hereinafter fully set
forth, and- particularly pointed out in the
claim. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a view showing my invention as applied to a
window. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail per-

spective view.
Referring to the drawings, A designates an

“arm or bar, which is pivotally secured at one

end by a stud « to one of the vertical sides of
a window-frame a’. The other free end of
this arm or bar has a hook a* formed there-
with, whieh is designed when the arm or bar
A israised to engage a yielding or spring stud
a*. This stud is sufficiently firm to ordi-
narily hold the bar from falling forward by
its own weight; but when the weight of bar
B and the rope are added and applied to draw
bar A down to the right it is designed to yield
and liberate said bar A. Said bar A when
lowered engages a short stud or rod a’ se-
cured to the opposite side of said frame, said
arm orbar being extended transversely across
the window-frame.

latter is lowered said arm B will proj ect across

and rest upon the window-sill, its outer end

extending a short distance beyond the wall or
side of the building, and when said bar or arm
A is raised into a vertical position the arm B
can be turned parallel with the wall and held

out of the way. - | |
C is the rope orflexible ladder connected at

one end to the outer end of arm B by a ring b..

This rope or ladder when not in useis placed
within a box or casing D either to one side or
beneath the window-frame, so as to be con-

cealed from view, the arm or bar A being then.

in a vertical position and the arm B placed
across the upper end of said box or casing.
In practice,in the event of a fire, the rope
or flexible ladder is removed from its inclos-
ing box or casing and thrown out of the win-
dow at which it is located, the weight orpull
of the rope having the effect of swinging the

arm Baroundin frontof the window and then

pulling sufficiently on the bar A to overcome
the spring-catch a* and bring down said bar
A into engagement with the fixed stud a®
Thus merely throwing the rope out of the

window brings the device instantly into posi-

tion for use. In this manner a firm connec-
tion or anchor is secured fortheinner end of
the rope or flexible ladder, and the.latter is
held outof contactwith thesideof the building.

It is obvious that my invention is applica-
ble to all forms of rope or flexible ladder fire-
escapes now in use, and the body supportsor

clutches generally emplovedcan alsobe placed

within the box or inclosing-casing and like-
wise concealed from view; or when the same
are not used therope may be knotted through-
out its length to form stops or hand-rests.
My invention is extremely simple, cheap,
and durable,and by means thereof a firm anch-
orage is secured for the inner end of a rope
or flexible ladder, and the latter is held out

from contact with the building when in use

and concealed from view when not used by
the box or casing, which presents a neat or
ornamental appearance.

I claim as my invention— |

In a fire-eseape, the combination, with a
window-frame having a stud «® at one side

B is a second arm secured to arm or bar A | thereof and a yielding or spring stud a*, of
at about the center thereof, so that when the | the arm orbar A, pivotally secured at one end
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to one of the-vertical sides of said window- | ladder is placed when tiotin use, substantially
frame and having its otherend provided with | as set forth.,

a hook to engage said stud a*when raised and In testimony whereof I affix mny signature in
engage said stud a® when lowered, thearm B, | presence of two witnesses. ~

10O

5 pivotally secured tosaid arm orbarAsoastobe ~ MARY DENT BAKER.
moved at right angles,the rope orflexiblelad- Witnesses: - o
der connected to the outer end of said arm B, J. NOTA McGILL,

and the inclosing box or casing wherein said | WM. S. HODGES.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

