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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 435,099, dated September 9, 1890.
Application filed April 7, 1890, Berial No, 346,916, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, CHESTER R. HOAG, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Kssex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Devices for Distributing
Size-Marks; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing tobeafull, clear,and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. =

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to enable the workman employed for
applying size-marks to hats or other like ar-
ticles of wear to seize each size-mark read-
ily and to facilitate the operation of stick-
ing the marks {o the article.

The invention is therefore designed to
provide a device by means of which, when
manipulated, each size-mark is properly pre-
sented to the operator, so that it can be read-
1ly seized and removed from a tube employed
for holding the size-marks. Size-marks for
hatters’ use were heretofore put up in ordi-

- nary pasteboard boxes, whereby, due to the
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carelessness of the workman in taking the
marks from the box, a considerable number ot
the same were constantly wasted and dropped

~upon the floor.
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In the present invention the size-marks are
placed 1n tubes either by hand or by machin-
ery, which tubes are used in connection with

"~ the holding and distributing device, to be de-

scribed hereinafter, whereby only one mark
can be removed from a tube at a time.

~ In the accompanying two sheets of draw-
ings, in which is illustrated a case or stand
adapted to perform thedesired function, Fig-
ure 1 i1s a front elevation of said case or
stand, showing an arrangement of the tubes,
each tube being provided with a column of
size-marks of a certain denomination.
2 18 a top view of the stand. Fig. 318 a per-
spective view of a receiving or holding cap

attached to a guide-plate used in connection |

- with the stand shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 41s a

so perspective view of one of the size-mark-con- | as will be evident. During the operation of 100

Fig. |

| taining tubes. On Sheet 2, Fig. 5, is a side

elevation of the case shown in Fig. 1. Fig.6
is a sectional view taken through line x 1n
Fig. 2, illustrating the manner of removing a
size-mark by means of the thumb and finger;

“and Figs. 7 and 8 are views similar to Fig. 6,

illustrating modified forms of projecting

mechanism. Fig. 9 shows the tube having

the cap formed directly thereon. o
Similar reference-letters are employed to

_CHESTER R. HOAG, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO HARRISON &
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indicate corresponding parts in each of the

several views. |

The case or stand, which may be of wood.
or metal, consists of a base a, provided with

an upright back or board o', provided with
any desirable number of vertically-arranged.

grooves or ways a® and in each of which 1s

free to slide by its own weight a guide b,
which has arranged on its front side a cap c.
On the base, directly in front of each groove
or way a?, are erected the posts or plungers a’.

As has been stated, hollow tubes d, prefer-

ably made of pasteboard or heavy paper, are

filled in any manner with the proper num-

ber of size-marks, each tube containing marks

of the same denomination and sealed at their

ends, as illustrated in Fig. 4. | |
When it becomes necessary to arrange a
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tube containing size-marks in the stand, the

operator tears off one end of the sealed tube

o

and places the tube in such a manner in the

stand that the end of the tube slightly pro-
jects over one of the posts or plungers a° the

column of marks resting upon the upper sur-
face of the same, and then, after removing
the opposite sealed end, the cap ¢, working in
one of the grooves a?, is forced down overthe
upper end of the tube, and the size-marks
can then be easily removed one after the
other, as shown in Fig. 6. When a filled tube
has thus been placedin position in the stand,
the column of size-marks rests upon the up-
per surface of the post ¢? and the weight of
the guide b causes a shield ¢/, which partly
covers .the upper part of the eap ¢, and there-
by provides an opening ¢? to force the edge

of the topmost size-mark in the tube up-
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through said opening, and the same can eas-

ily be grasped by the operator and removed,
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removing the size-marks in this manner from
the tube the latter is caused to gradually
slide down over its holding post or plunger
a’, due to the pressure from the combined
weight of the guide and cap and also by a
slight pressure exerted by the finger of the
operator on the top of the shield ¢’.

- From Fig. 3 it will be more clearly seen
that the cap ¢ is provided on its back with a
fastening means c?, which can be attached to
the guide-plate b by means of screws or pins

¢*, or, if desirable, the said guide and cap may

be formed from a single piece of sheet metal
and bent into shape, as will be understood.

The said guide-plate is preferably dovetailed |

and fits into the correspondingly - shaped
grooves or ways «?, whereby said plate is held
in place when forced down into its groove
when the cap ¢ has been placed over a tube
d. ~As shown to the right of Fig. 1 and in
Ifig. 6, when a tube d has been placed in po-
sition over one of the posts ¢® and within the
tubular cap ¢, the upper edge of the tube d
rests firmly against the inner side of the
shield ¢/, and the size-marks e are retained
in their proper position due to the downward
pressure exerted upon the cap ¢, and hence
upon the column of size-marks resting upon
the upper surface of the post ¢

In Fig. 7 is shown a modified form of con-
struction, in which the posts a® are hollowed
~out and are provided with a spiral spring a?,
which carries on its upper and free end a
disk or plate a’ In this construction when
the sealed ends of a tube d have been re-
moved the column of size-marks is placed
upon said disk or plate «’ while the upper
~end of the tube d is surrounded by the-cap ¢
in precisely the same manner as has been
- stated in the above.. In this case, however,
‘the size-marks are forced up against the inner
side of the shield ¢ by the pressure exerted
from the spring a*. Thecap ¢ and its guide-
plate b are arranged in waysor grooves simi-
lar to those shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 6, but
they aremuch shorter,and theguide-plates are
held in position therein by means of pins b,
“Inserted through a perforation in the grooves
in the back a’, whereby the cap and the
- guide-plate are prevented from being forced
out of theirrespective grooves by the pressure
from the spring in the hollow post o’

In Fig. 8isshown stillanother modification,
in which the tube d is provided with a spiral
spring, which is placed in the same directly
- behind one of its sealed ends. In this case,
instead of providing the base @ with a post
a’, I employ rings or collars ¢, and the sealed
end of a tube containing such a spring is

~placed 1n position in one of said rings and

the upper end of the tube inserted in the cap
¢ in the usual manner, A cap, which partly
covers one end of the tube d, may be formed
~directly on the tube, as shown in Fig. 9.
When a column of size-marks in any one
of the tubes has become exhausted, another

eiege

sition and the marks removed therefrom in

“the manner as has just been described.

As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the stand 1s
provided with eleven postsa® and capsc, each
adapted to receive a tube-and each tube con-
taining a column of size-marks of a certain
denomination, the tube to the left containing
the smallest size, while the tubesto the right
have the larger sizes arranged therein. Of
course 1t 1s evident that I do not wish to
limit myself to a stand adapted to recelve
eleven size - mark tubes, as I may provide
some stands with one, two, or more posts and
caps, according to the denomination most
nsed by the manufacturerof hats, &ec.. Neither
do I wish to be understood aslimiting myself
to the exact form of tubes or the holding or
receiving mechanism such as is above re-
ferred to, and shown in the accompanying
drawings, as the parts of construction may
be slightly varied without departing from
the scope of my present invention.

The great advantage in the present con-
struction is that the downward movement of
the tube and its receiving or holding cap at
all times causes the uppermost size-mark to
be slightly projected through the opening in
the top of the cap just over the thumb, and
can then readily be seized by the thumb and
finger, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

- As shown in the accompanying drawings,
the tubes are circular in eross-section; but the

same may be of any desirable cross-section,

either circular, elliptical, or square, to receive
correspondingly-shaped size-marks, as will be
evident, and the caps ¢ and the posts a® are
made to correspond. | |

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim 18— . |

1. Inasize-mark distributing-case, the com-
bination, with one or more tubes containing
size-marks, of posts arranged to hold said
tubes 1n their vertical positions, and mechan-
1sm, substantially as set forth, adapted to hold
sald tubes in position in the case and operat-
ing to cause the projection of one size-mark
at a time from said tubes, for the purposes
set forth, -

2. In asize-mark distributing-case, the com-
bination, with its base and back, of posts ar-
ranged to hold tubes containing size-marksin
position, and means on said back also con-
structed to secure gaid tubes in position and
adapted to force the uppermost size-mark
above the upper edge of the tube, so that the
same can be readily grasped, for the purposes
set forth. - |

3. A size-mark distributing-case consisting
of a base provided with one or more up-
wardly-projecting posts, a back provided with
vertical grooves or ways, and a guide adapted
to slide in each groove, provided with a cap
or similar means for holding a size-mark tube
in position oversaid post or posts on the base
and causing said tube to slide down over its
post as the size-marks are being removed, for
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tube containing marks can be brought in po- | the purposes set forth.
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4, A size-mark distributing-case consisting
of abaseprovided withone or more upwardly-
projecting posts, a back provided with vertical
grooves or ways, and a guide adapted to slide
in each groove, provided with a cap for hold-
ing a size-mark tube in position over its post
on the base, said cap being provided with
a shield ¢’ and an opening ¢? through which
the uppermost size-mark is caused to be pro-
jected, and said tube being caused to slide

down over its post as the size-marks are being
removed, for the purposes set forth.

5. A size-mark distributing-case c¢onsisting
of a base provided with one or more receiv-
ing-posts, a back having grooves or ways
therein, a guide arranged in each groove, pro-
vided with a cap for holding a size-mark tube,
said cap being provided with a shield ¢’ and

“an opening through which the uppermost

20

25

size-mark is caused to project, and said tube
being held in place by its receiving-post, and
a spring for causing the projection of said
uppermost size-mark, as and for the purposes
set forth. |

6. The herein-described tube, of pasteboard |

or other maferial, adapted to hold a column

_g

of size-marks, said tube having a cap on one

end provided with a shield having an opening
therein, substantially as and forthe purposes
set forth.

7. The herein-described tube, of pasteboard
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or other material, adapted to hold size-marks,

provided with a springin one end and having

a cap at the other end provided with a shield

having an opening therein, as and for the
purposes set forth.

8. The herein-described tube, of-'pasteboard -

or other material, adapted to hold a column
of size-marks, and provided at one end with

35

a shield partly covering said end to form an 4o

opening throungh which the uppermost Slze-

mark can be extracted, as and for the pur-

poses set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set

forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 43

1st day of April, 1390. _
CHESTER R. HOAG.
YWitnesses: -
FrEDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
WM. H. CAMFIELD.
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