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To all whom it may conceri:

Beit known that we, RICHEARD CONNER and
RoBERT WALLBILLICH, of New Orleans, in
the parish of Orleans and State of Louisiana,
have invented a new and Improved Shutter-
Ifastener, of which the -following is a full,
clear, and exact description. |

Our invention relates to improvements in
shutter-fastening devices; and the object of
our invention is to provide means whereby
the various shutters on a building may be si-
miultaneously locked or nnlocked.

To this end our invention consists 1n cer-
tain features of construection and combina-
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a broken inside elevation of a
building provided with the usual shutters
and with the locking mechanism embodying
our invention, the shutters of one window be-
ing partially open and the shutters of the
other window being locked; and Ifig. 2 18 a
horizontal section on the line x « of Ifig. 1.

The building A is provided with shutters
3, which are of the usual construction and
are hinged to the frames I of the windows C.
The windows are provided with cross-bars D,
of the usual construction, having a central
perforation d therein, and the shutters inter-
lock in the usual manner, and one of them 1s
provided with an inwardly-extending staple
b, which projects through the perforation d
of the cross-bar when the shutters are closed.
The shutters are provided on the outside with
suitable rings B/, by which they may be
opened, if desired. A pin e projects through
the staple b when the shutters are closed, and
thus prevents the withdrawal of the staple
and holds the shutters in a locked position.
The pin ¢ is fixed to the end of a bolt ¢’,which
is held upon the inside of the cross-bar D in
a horizontal position by the keepers ¢ and
is longitudinally movable in sald keepers.
T'he bolt ¢ is curved inwardly at one end and
is attached to a chain 7, which extends over

| and which has at its lower end a weight f~.
It will thus be seen that the weight f* will

hold the pin e from engagement with the sta-
ple b, thus permitting the shutters to be
freely opened. A rope E is fixed at one end
at the point [ to the building above the win-
dows C and extends horizontally above a row
of windows over a pulley g and thence to the
lower floor of the building. DBranch ropes E’

| are attached to the main rope E adjacent to

each window C, said branch ropes extending
over pulleys & near the upper ends of the
windows, so as to fall beside the window-
frame. The branch ropes E” are provided at
their lower ends with hooks E< adapted to
engage the staple of the weight 7, and thus
suspend the weight and prevent it from op-
erating the sliding bolt ¢’ and unlocking the
shutters. A pin E?is fixed in the wallof the
building adjacent to each window, upon

which the hook E? is hung when not in en-

gagement with the weight f~

The device operates as follows: The parts
being in the positions shown at the left of
Fig. 1, the hooks E? of the branch ropes are
hooked to the weights 7% and the main rope
E is then tightened, so as to raise the weights
and have them suspended by the branch
ropes E/.  When the shuttersare closed, they
are locked by the bolt ¢/ and pin e, as shown
at the right in Fig. 1. The hooks ¥¢ of the
branch ropes E’, being connected with the
weights 7% prevent the weights from opening
or unlocking the shutters. To unlock the
shutters, the main rope E is slackened, thus

permitting the weights f* to drop and oper-.

ate the shutter-bolts, as deseribed. 1t will be
seen that either shutter may be opened by
unhooking the branch rope from the shutter-
weight. Irom the foregoing description 1t
will be seen that the shutters may be simul-
taneously locked or unlocked in case of fire
or whenever desired, and that if a fire should
break out mear the main rope and should
burn the rope off the weights to the various

windows would drop and simultaneously un-

lock all the window-shutters, thereby afford-
ing easy access to or from the building. It
will be readily seen that the main ropes K
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~dows on each floor of the building and at-

tached to the shutter-weights on the various
floors in the manner described, so that the
shutters on the entire side of the building

may be simultaneously operated. 1t will be
seen, too, that on that class of shutters that
are not provided with cross-bars the sliding
bolts ¢’ may be attached directly to the shut-
tersand operated by the weights, as described,
the bolts moving in keepers on the shutters,

‘a8 Indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,

~weclaim as new and desire to secure by Let-

20

ters Patent—
1. A shutter-fastener consisting in a hori-

zontal bolt to lock the shutters, a pulley 7

beyond the rear end of the bolt, a chain pass-
ing from the said rear end of the bolt over

hold the bolt retracted, a pulley % above the
pulley /7, and a cord or chain passed over

said pulley and connected at its lower end to |

the said weight or its chain to support the
weight and relieve the bolt thereof and per-

mit said bolt to remain in itslocked position, |
whereby upon slackening said cord or chain |-

| the weight will retract the bolt and unlock
the shutters, substantially as set forth.

2. A shutter-fastener consisting in the hori-
zontal locking-bolts, pulleys 7  beyond the
rear ends thereof, chains f f, extending from
sald rear ends over the pulleys, and weights

J*on the lower ends of the said chains to
-withdraw or retract said bolts, upper pulleys.

h h, cords or chains E’, passed over said pul-
leys and having hooks on their lower ends to

-engage said weights or their chains and hold

the weights elevated to prevent them from

retracting the Dbolts, the pulley ¢, and the
‘main rope E, passed over said pulley above
‘the windows and secured atI to the building,

the cords or chains E’ E’ being secured to
the rope K at their upper ends, whereby by

_ ‘slackening the rope E the weights will be al-
sald pulley and provided with a weight to |

lowed to fall and retract the bolts; substan-

tially as set forth.

RICHEARD CONNER. _.

Witnesses:
K. L. FONTENOT,
ANATOLE BUENGUE.

ROBERT WALLBILLICH.
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