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To all whom Tt may conceri:

Be it known that I, CLARK ROBINSON, of
Hartley, in the county of O’Drien and State
of Jowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Inside Blinds, of which
the following 18 a specification.

My invention relates to inside blinds, and
has reference more particularly to a novel
construction of the hinge or joint by which
the slats are connected with one another.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective
viewshowing severalslats connected together;
Fig. 2, a perspective view of the hinge or con-
nection removed from the slat; Fig. 3, a simi-
lar view showing the position of the parts oc-
cupied when the slats are folded; Fig. 4, a
vertical longitudinal sectional view; Fig. 5,a
face view showing two pairs of blinds as they
appear in use.

The hinge or connection comprises a clasp
or U-shaped body A, secured to the end of
each slat C, and a link or links B, pivotally
connecting the former in pairs. The clasp A
will preferably be made of a single piece of
sheet metal struck up into proper form, and

will be seen to comprise longitudinal ears @ |

a, extending irom its ends, and flat arms or
plates b b, parallel with but separated from
each other, so as to pass upon opposite faces
of the slats. The upright plates b b are sep-
arated from each other a distance equal to
the thickness of the slat C, and are secured
to the latter by means of screws or brads or
in any other suitable manner. These plates
may be made long enough to embrace the end
of the slat or may be made narrower, as rep-
resented at O’ b/, Fig. 1. The wide plate is
preferred, however, as 1t gives 1ncreased
strength and prevents the slats from split-
ting. The ears a, projecting from opposite

ends of the clasp, are perforated to receive
pins or rivets ¢, which also pass through the
link or links B, as clearly shown in Fig. 4,
thercby pivotally connecting the clasps with |

s

the links. In thedrawingsI have shown two 45

of these links I3, one upon the inner and the
other upon the outer face of the ears «; but
it 1s obvious that either the outer or the inner
link may be omitted,if desired, though I pre-

fer the construction and arrangement shown. so

By connecting the hinged sections or clasps
by links the slats C are permitted to fold
closely against each other, as shown in Figs.
1 and 3. The slats are arranged close to-
gether, so as to touch or nearly touch one an-
other,and in order to facilitate the folding of
the slats and at the same time allow them to
be set closc together the edges of the slats
will . be rounded slightly, as illustrated in
Kig. 1.

The hinge herein described may be made
more or less ornamental in appearance, and
will be found to be simple and cheap in con-
struction and readily applied to the slats.
The hinges are readily applied to the ends,
and serve also to protect the slats and lessen
the liability of splitting.

No broad claim is made by me to a window
blind or screen composed of a series of slats
connected at their upper and lower edges or
ends; but

What I do claim is—

The improved inside blind herein shown
and described, comprising a series of slats C C,
arranged close together,a series of U-shaped
clasps A, formed with the plates b b and ears
« a, applied to the ends of the slats, and a
link I3, connecting the claspsof adjacent slats,
all substantially as shown, whereby the ends
of the slats are protected and the slats per-
mitted totold either to the right or to the left
into a compact form. |

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
in the presence of fwo witnesses.

CLARK ROBINSON.

Witnesses:

P. H. GUNCKEL,
Y. J. ABERNETHY.
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