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To all whmn LG Al COnCern.: |
Be it known that I, JouN V. D. ELDREDGE,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at De-"

troit, county of Wayne, State of le‘-hwan
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Oars; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the uwentlon such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which 1t pertains to

make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying dlELW]I]*D‘B which form
a part of this specification.

My invention is designed to produce what
is called a bow—faemﬂ* oar —that is, one in
which the operator faees toward the bow in
rowing; and it consists, essentially, of divid-
ing the oar at a point outsule of thegunwale
of the boat, pivoting the handle pmtlon to
the gunwale and connecting the outerorblade
portion to the gunwale by chains, and in
other novel featules of constmctlon herein-
after described and claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view
showing a portion of the gunwale. Iig. 2 is
a side elevation of the same. Fig.3is a par-
tial side elevation showing a mOdlﬁCELtIOD in
the manner of oonnectuw the two parts of
the oar together. Fig. 4 is a side elevation
111ustrat1nﬂ' stiil anothel modification of the
same.

In carrying out myinvention, A represents

the gunwale of the boat.

35

40

B B’ constitute the oar,the portion B being
the handle and the por tion B’ being the
blade. The handle portion may be pwoted
to the gunwale in any suitable manner—as,
for instance, by the pin 6. The two p01t10ns
are pivoted together by the bolt C, the en-
gagement preferably being btrencrthened by
the iron c ¢’.

¢’ C* are short arms projecting at 110"]:113

angles from theiron ¢, and preferably formed
1nteﬂ‘ra1 therewith. -

D D’ are chains having one end engaged
in the arms C’ C*and the other ends extended

back to the gunwale and attached thereto, as |

shown. - It Wﬂl thus be observed that the op-

erator when sitting in the boat can face the |

'Oa'l‘.

| bow and vet get the same leverage and pur-

| chase to row with that he has with the straight
If desired, an orifice £ may be bored
through the two portions adjacent to the
point where they are pivoted together and
the pin E’ inserted, and then by disconnect-
ing the chains from the arms C’ C* the oar
can be used forastraight oar. _ |
manner of engaging and pivoting the two
parts together may be varied—as, forinstance,

the construction shown at Fig. 3 may be em-

ployed—and I would of course not desire to
limit myself to any particular construction at
Lthis point. Of course instead of chains, as
shown, I might use rods or bars, and I will
be understood as including such equivalents
In my invention.

In Fig. 4 I have shown another variation,
in which the pivoted end of the bladeis bent

slightly, as shown, so that the blade portion,
instead of being str aightwith the handle por--

tion, is at an anﬂ'le The blade is thusthrown
down into the Watel farther without raising
the handle any farther.

What I claim is—

1. An oar consisting of two portions pivot-
ally engaged towethel the inner or handle
p01t1011 bem pwoted to the boat and the
outer or blade portion connected to the boat
by rods or chains, substantially as deseribed.

2. An oar consisting of two portions B B/,
pivotally engaged together,the portion B piv-

oted to the gunwale and the portion B’ pro-

vided with arms C’ C? sald arms connected

~with the gunwale by chains or rods, substan-

tially as described.
3. An oar consisting of two portions B B/,

pivoted together, the portmns adjacent to the.

pivot so arr anwed that the portion B’ extends
at an angle from the portion B, said portion
B’ nﬂ*aﬂ'ed to the gunwale of the boat, sub-
stantlally as deserlbed

In testimony whereof I sign this spemﬁca
tion in the presence of two Wltnesses

JOHN V. D. ELDREDGE.

 Witnesses:
W. H. CHAMBERLIN,

V. WV, LEGGETT.
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