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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, 1.oUIS FREAS, of Pitts-
burg, in the county of Alleg cheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and

s useful Impmvement in Fences, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

My invention relates to an improvement
in devices for securing pickets to fence-rails,

10 and it is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical cross-sectional view
of a fence-rail provided with my improved
devices.

15 under side of the clip. |

Like symbols of reference indicate like

parts in each.

In the drawings, 2 represents the fence-

rails of an iron fence. 3 is one of the pick-

20 ets which passes through a hole In the same.

4 is a collar on the picket. This collar may

be formed on the pickef integrally therewith

by upsetting or otherwise; but I prefer to

use a metal wire orband which is bent around

25 the picket in annularform, and is held there-

on by being fitted in notches therein. In ap-

plying the “device to use the picket is set in

the rail so that the collar shall be on the up-

per side thereof, though it will be under-

3o stood from the followmg description that the

parts may be reversed, 5o that the collar and

the securing-clip hereinafter mentioned may
be on the under side of the rail.

5 isa clip,which is adapted tobe set onthe

35 rail, having a hole for the passage through

it of the picket and having projecting 1@0*3-

and lugs 6 thereon which e\:tend down at
the sufle of the rail. The clip is prefembly
made of a malleable casting.

In constructing the fence ‘the rail is placed
on the picket, so as to fit closely against the
under side of the collar;
the picket above the 1&11 so that its legs
shall extend downwardly at the sides of the
45 latter; the rail, clip, and collar are drawn
closely ton'ethel and then the lugs 6 are

40

furned in on the under side of the rail. The
rail is thus held in place on the picket with
oreat security. It cannot move up by rea- |

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the ;

the clip 1s put on-

by reason of the Jugs on the clip. To fur-
ther hold the parts toaethel so tightly that
they cannot rattle or beeome loose, I prefer
to form the picket-hole on the under side of
the clip with beveled or downwardly-flaring
sides, so that in forecing the clip into place
the collar shall become jammed with a wedge-
like action in the hole.

The device may be applied to pickets of
any shape in cross-section; but 1 prefer to
use pickets of angularsection passing through
correspondingly - formed holes in the rail,
since the pickets are thus prevented from

turning.

The fastenin o-clip may be modified in form
and coustructlon in divers ways, such as will
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art
without departing from the principles of my
invention,

I elaim—

1. The combination of the rail, the picket,
a collar on the picket against which the rail
has a bearing, and a clip set on the picketon
the outer side of the collar and attached to
the rail, substantially as and forthe purposes
described.

2. The combination of the rail, the picket,
a collar on the picket against which the rail
has a bearing, and a clip set on the picket
having lees which extend along the sides ot
the rail and are bent in to grasp therail, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

3. The combination of the rail, the picket,
a collar on the picket against which the rail
has a bearing, and a clip set on the pickef on
the outer side of the collar and attached to
the rail, said elip having a tapering or bev-
eled hole through which the picket passes,
substantially as and for the purposes de-
scribed. |

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set

my hand this 30th day of October, A. D.
1889.

LOUIS FREAS.
Yitnesses: S

W. B. CORWIN,
THOMAS VW. BAKEWELL,
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