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To alt whom it may concern: - -

Be it known that I, JoHN STRAUGHAN, of
New Orleans, in the pamsh of Orleans and
State of Loulslana, have invented a new and
Improved Postal Examination-Case, of which
the following is a full clear, and exact de-

~ seription.
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In the United 6tates postal service the
post-ofiice clerks and railway mail-clerks are

put through a test to show their speed in and |

knowledge of distributing postal matter,
which test congsists in dlstrlbutmﬂ' from mem-
ory cards representing post- “offices in suitably-
labeled pigeon-holes of the case sand the ob-

ject of my invention is to produce a case |

which will be specially adapted to this pur-

- pose, and which will greatly facilitate the ex-
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amination. _

To this end my invention consists in a case
constructed substantially as heremaf‘rel de-
seribed and claimed. ~

Reference is to be had to the accompanymw
drawings, forminga part of this specification,

in which similar lettels of reference mmeate |

corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective front view of the
case embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
vertical section of the sameon the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 18 an enlarged detailed view
showing the arrangement of labels in the case;

and Flﬂ' 4 1s a cross section of the same on:

the hne 4 4 of Fig. 3.

The case A is preferably rectangular in
form, having its lower portion provided with
receptacles A’, containing shelves and pro-
vided with suitable doors a¢. The upper por-
tion of the case A is provided with a series of
pigeon-holes a’ of the usual construction,said
pigeon-holes being of a size adapted to re-
celve various-sized cards. The case A isalso
provided with a suitable curtain B, which is
hung upon spring-actuated rollers in the
usual manner, and is adapted to be drawn
down over the front of the case, so as to pro-
tect the pigeon-holes from dust.

Hinged to a block ¢ on the back of the case
Aisa blaee C, adapted to rest upon the floor

in the rear of the case and act as a support |

for the same. The shelf D is arranged upon
the front portion of the case, the length of

the shelf corresponding to the length of the

lin order to hold the cards upon the shelf.
| The shelf D rests upon brackets E, which

project outwardly from the face of the case,
said brackets . being fixed to blocks E’,

which fit closely in the pigeon-holes a’, bemfr'

held

firmly in position therein by the upper

and lower partitions a® of the pigeon-holes.

It will thus be seen that the shelf mayv be ar-
ranged at any desired height upon the case
by smlply removing the blocks E’ from one
set of pigeon-holes and inserting them in an-
other set at a desired heightin “the case. A
strip O of suitable material is arranged in
each pigeon-hole «’, near the upper rart
thereof, said strip extending across the top
of the pigeon-hole and having its ends at-
tached to the vertical partitions «® between

| the pigeon-holes. The cards d, containingthe

names of places or other appropuate naines,

‘are held between thestrip b and the par titions

¢, the outer portion of said cards being bent
at ight angles to the partition a?, so as {o form
a suitable d1spla,y surface d’ for the names to
be inscribed upon. The cards d areinserted
in pairs, so that the part d’ of one will extend
upwardly and the corresponding part of the
other will extend downwardly, thereby fur-
nishing space tor two or more sets of names.

In practice the cardsto be distributed may
be placed nupon the shelf D, where they may

‘be conveniently reached by the operator.
1 When the device is not being used, the shelf

D and its supporting-brackets may be re-
moved from the case and the curtain B drawn
overthe front to protect the pigeon-holes from
dust.

Having thus fully described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— -

1. A postal emmmatmn -case comprising a
case or cabinet having a series of pigeon-
holes therein, a Suppoi‘t hinged to the back of
the case, and a removable shelf extending
across the front of the case, substantially as
described.

2. In a postal examination-case, the combi-
nation, with-a caseor cabinet having a series
of pigeon-holes therein, of a removable shelf
extending across the front of the case and
prov ided with supporting-brackets adapted
to be held in the pigeon-holes of the case,

case, and the shelf havmcrsult&ble ﬂan ges D’ 1 substantially as described.
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3. In a postal examination-case, the combi-

nation, with a case having a series of pigeon-
holes therein, of a strip attached to the ver-

tical partitions between the pigeon-holes, so

as to extend across the pigeon-holes, and label
or digplay cards adapted to rest between the
said strip and the horizontal partitions of the
pigeon-holes, said cards having their outer
ends bent at right angles to the horizontal
portions, substa.ntla,lly as described, and for
the purpose specified.

4. A postal examination-case consisting, es- |
- sentially, of the case A, havmﬂ*asmtable sup-. o

435,254

port; C hinged thereto, a series of pigeon-holes
arranged therein, and a curtain adapted to

be drawn over said pigeon-holes, and a shelf

D, having supporting-brackets E, provided

with blocks E’, adapted to rest between the

horizontal partltmns of the pigeon-holes, sub-

stantially as deseribed, and for the purpose z2c

set forth.

JOHN STRAUGHAN.

Witnesses:

RICHARD F. STRAUGHAN
JAMES W. STRAUGHAN.,
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