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Lo all whom it. may concern:

Be it known that I, OLIVER M. SLOAT, of
Brooklyn, in the eounty of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Automatle Curb-Bit, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact descuptlon

My invention 1elates to improvements in
curb-bits. The ecurb-bit in' common wuse is
provided with rings, into which the reins may
be buckled when used as an ordinary bit, and
with eyes in the cheek- -pieces, into which the

- reins are buckled when it is used as a curb-
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bit; but a bit of this construction must be
used either as a curb or as a common bit, as
the position of the reins cannot be ehanﬂed

without unbuckling them.

The object of my invention is to provide a

curb-bit that will be self-adjustable—that is,

in which the power of the curb will be regu-
lated by the amount of force applied to the

reins, increasing when the reins are subjected

to great straln and. dlmmlshmfr when the
stram 18 lessened.

To this end my invention consists in the

novel construction of parts hereinafter fully
described, and spemﬁeallv pointed out in the
claims. |

Referenceis to be had to the aeaompanymw
drawin gs, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar lette1s of reference mdwdte
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the Dbit,
showing the sliding eye in a raised position;

- and Fig. 2, a side elevation of the same with
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the eyes 1n the lower end of the cheek-pieces.
The bit is provided with the usual mouth-

piece A, which connects the two cheek-pieces

B. The cheek- -pieces B are provided at the
extreme upper end with eyes a, to which the
curb-chain C is attached in the usual man-

ner, The cheek-pieces B may be made in any
desired style or shape, so long as they are long
enough to give the necessary leverage. They

are provided with a slot D, which extends
nearly the entire length of the same, passing |

just back of the mouth—plece A.

A movable eye K is fastened into the slot
D, said eye having flanges E/, which overlap
the sides of the cheek-pieces and hold it in po-

|

fills the width of the slot.

as shown, to form a suitable eye to receive
the driving-rein.. The eye E 1s suspended in

the slot D by a spiral spring K, which just .

One end of the
spring is attached to an eye b justabove the
slot D, and the other end is attached to the
upper hook E* of the eye E, and the length
of the spring is such that it will normally
hold the eye K in an elevated position nearly
opposite the mouth-piece A, as shown in Fig.

1. The driving-reins are buckled into the

eyes K, and when the eyes are in an elevated
position, as shown in Fig. 1, the bit will act
as an ordinary bit. When, however, the horse
begins to pull upon the reins, the cheek-
pieces B will be tipped backward, and the
pressure of the reins upon the eyes E will
cause the eyes to slide downwardly in the
slot D until, if the pressure is very heavy,
they reach the lower ends of the slots. It
will thus be seen that the power of the curb
will be regulated by the pressure of the reins,
inereasing as the pressure is inecreased and
the eyes are forced down in the slot, and

diminishing as the pressure 1s relieved and

the eyes are drawn up by the springs. - This
bit is especially adapted to runaway horses
and pullers, as an animal will soon learn that
to have the bit easy to the mouth he must not
pull. It will also enable a vicious horse to be

| much more easily controlled.

I do not wish to confine myself to the par-
ticular form of sliding eye shown or to the
particular method of attachmn* the spring, as
either may be done in any suitable manner.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

' Patent—

1. Asan improved article of manufacture,
an automatic curb-bit having a fixed mouth-
bar and slotted cheek-pieces, and the spring-
actuated rein-eyes secured to slide in said
slotted cheek-pieces, substantially as shown
and described.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
an automatic curb-bit having a fixed mouth-

‘bar and longitudinally-slotted cheek-pieces,

the rein-eyes sliding in said slot and pro-
vided with flanges to ovellap the sides of the
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5o sition therein,and having 1ts ends E* curved, | same and hold saﬂ.d eyes in place, and smmgs ICO
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connected with the rein-eyes and one end of | eyes E, having flanges E’ and ctirved ends
each of the slotted cheek-pieces, substantially | E?, and means, as spring F, for holding said '
as shown and described. eyes in position, substantially as described.

3. In an automatic curb-bit, the comhbina—- | OLIVER M, SLOAT.
5 tion, with the longitudinally-slotted cheek- | Witnesses: S, -

pieces B, having a suitable mouth-piece and - WARREN B. HUTCHINSON,
curb-chain attached thereto, of the sliding | EDGAR TATE. =~
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