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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, JOHN A. MARTIN, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Hast
Liverpool, in the county of Columbiana and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Railway-Rail Con-
nections ; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the

bar ¢ to spring upward and bind against the
rail £ Fitted into these oval openings are
eccentric plugs having an enlarged portion /
to prevent the same from being withdrawn
when the bars @ are in position, and are also
provided with an eccentric portion 1, for oper-
ating in the oblong openings, and a square
head %, for wrenching the same into position.

In operation the eccentricplugs k are placed
in position before the barsare brought against

acecompanying drawings, which form a part of | therail-joint. The bars a are secured against

this specification.

My invention relates to an improvementin

splice-bars for railway-rails; and it consists in
certain details of construction, as will be fully

sef forth hereinafier. .

In theacecompanying drawings, Figure 11s &
side elevation of an improved fish or splice
bar which is constructed in accordance with
my invention. Fig. 2 isan enlarged end sec-
Fig. 8 1s-an en-

~ larged front view of the eccentric plug for
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tightening the splice-bar.

To put my invention into practice I pro-
vide an ordinary flanged splice-bar ¢ and
form therein a series of oval openings, in
which are fitted eccentric plugs. From each
end of this bar a a cut ¢ is made, which ex-
tends to the oblong openings. Anothercutd
is made, which extends from one of the cen-
tral openings to the other, and two other cuts

e are formed on either side of the central

openings. The object of these several cutsc

. np—

the rail by suitable spikes /, and by means of
a wrench the plugs are revolved a short dis-
tance, which springs the bar a tightly against
or beneath the rail, thereby keeping the joint
rigid. | |
- Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

The herein-described splice-bars for rail-
way-rails, consisting of the flanged bar a, hav-
ing a series of oval openings formed therein
and a series of cuts ¢ d e into the sald open-
ings, the eccentric plugs each having an an-
nular bead 7 formed thereon, an eccentric

portion4,and a square end £k, all substantially

as described. ~
In testimony that I claim the foregoing Il

hereunto affix my signature this 26th day of
February, A. D. 1390.
| JOHN A. MARTIN. [L.s.]
In presence of— | |

C. C. LEE,

M. E. HARRISON.

I d eis to permit the top portion of the splice- 35
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