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(No model.)

To all whom & may concerr:

Be it known that I, PETER HOFFMAN, of
Fort Branch, in the eounty of Gibson and
State of II]dlEL]]FL have invented a mnew and

usetul Implovement in Voting Apparatus, of
which the following is a spemﬁeatmn

My invention is in the nature of an im-
provement in voting apparatus; and it con-

sists in certain novel constructions and com-

binations of parts which may be easily se-
cured together and taken down and fol ded,
which when properly erected will a ford

‘means for keeping the voters in line and for

secluding them while marking their ballots,
and will afford suitable desks for the judges,
inspector, and clerks, and a support for the
ballot-boxes, poll-book, &c., and which may be
compactly folded for convenience in trans-
portation and storage.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my apparatus as in use. Fig. 2 is a perspec-

tive view thereof. Fig.3isa detail side view

of a part of one of the booths.
detail view of one of the trestles.
detall viewof the rail. Fig.6 is a detail view
of the table. Fig. 7 is a detail view of the
bulletin-board and its legs. Fig. 8 is a de-
tail view of the hooked end of the rail, and
Fig. 9 1s a detail view of the ballot-box.

“As elections are held at considerable inter-

Fig. 4 18 a
Fig. 6 1s a

-vals apart, it 18 hardly practicable to con-

struct, arrange, or keep permanently fur-
nished apartments adapted for such pur-
It becomes, therefore, quite an object
to provide means by which any ordinary room

- may be quickly fitted for the holding of an
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election and to make such fixtures so that they |

can be easily erected for use and can then be
compactly disposed for transportation or
storage, to enable their rense when desired.
In carrying out my invention I provide a
gnideway A, through which the voters may
be directed to the entrance to the polling-
room, the booths B in said room, in which the
tickets are marked by the Voters the rail C,
excluding the voters from the quartels oceu-
pied by the judges, poll-clerks, &c., and the

- table ordesk D. The guideway is preferably
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formed, as shown, of standards or uprights A’
and ropes a, the uprights having opemngs or
eyes o’ for the passage of the rope.:

| standards A’ at the outer end of the guideway

are prefer ably threaded at theirupperends to
receivé threaded coupling-sleeves A% which
couple to said standards leg-like supports e,
which are pivoted at their upper ends to the
bulletin-board E, so that they may be folded
flat alongside the samewhentaken apalt This
bulletin-board serves to receive the various
tickets or ballots, so that the voters may sup-
ply themselvesas they passintothe guideway:.
As the standards or uprights A’ are simply
stakes driven into the ground, it is obvious

that they may be qmclﬂy set in position and

removed, and also that they may be set in
any suitable arrangement to effect a guidance
of the voters between any two pomts not too
far separated. Asstated, the guideway leads
to the entrance of the voting-room. In this
room I arrange the rail C, within which is
arranged the table, &e., while outside of such
rail I arrange the boothq such booths being
located between the ﬂ'uldexm} and the bal-
lot-box support or table, so that the voter,

after passing out of the guideway, can enter
one of the inclosures or booths and mark
his ticket, so securing a secret ballot. The
railis preferably formed in two or more pieces
pivoted at C’, one or both of such pieces be-
ing extensible, preferably by making them
in sections to slide one along the other, one
of such sections having a longitudinal dove-
tail rib C?¢ and the other a oroove to receive

stuch rib, so that the said sectlons may be ad-

justed 10110*11:11 dinally to shorten or lengthen
therail,as maybe desired. Atoneendtherail

is adjusted against the side wall of the room,

while at its opposite end it hooks over a bolt
D’ on the side post of the innermost booth
B, such rail having a slot d in its under side
near such end to receive said bolt D’. The

rail is supported on adjustable trestles I,
such trestles being formed of legs f and f’
the leg /* having a “shoulder f*to support the
rails, and the Ieg f being adjustable toward

the leg /7 by means of screw f*, so that the rail
which is grooved at F’/ to fit in the trestle
may be clamped securely therein.

The booths B, of which I preferably use
several, as shown are alike, and comprise
back bars B’ B, back uprights B? front up-
The | rights B* and connectmfr-bars B'J'B5 extended
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8o that the uprights and connecting - bars

between the back and front uprights, and are |
pivotally connected witheachof such uprights,

of each side frame may be folded compactly
together. The back uprights are secured to

- the cross back bars B’ B2by bolts and thumb- |
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~other edge by legs K, preferably connected
- by hinge-joint with said table,so that they may

3C

"l and a leather strap, which stays them when
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nuts B as shown. The sides of the booths
are inclosed by curtains G, secured at their
rear and top edges, respectively, to the bars
B*and B® and having their front lower corner
detachably secured by providing at such cor-
ner a button-hole ¢ to fit over a button ¢’, as
will be understood from Fig. 3. .
Within each booth I arrange a writing-
desk H, preferably supported on the lower
back bar B2 ' o IR |
Each booth has a door I, formed of a suit-
able frame, and a curtain or closure, such

el
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door being hinged at one edge at 7, provided |

at such edge with a spring I’, tending to hold
the door closed and to close it when opened,
and provided at itsopposite or swinging edge |
with a cushion or rubber button 4/, by which
the closing of the door is cushioned and
rendered noiseless. - |
The desk D is hinged at one edge at J to
two of the trestles, and is supported at its

fold up against the same. |

The ballot-boxes are shown as formed of
two boxes or sections hinged together at L
and provided with a fastening hook and eye

swung apart, and forms the handle by which
to lift them when clused. Such boxes are se-

cured to the table by means of the bolt M, |

——

turned through the table into the bottom of
the boxes, as shown. '
Fig. 9 shows the inside lid of ballot-boxes,
the opening in one being open and the other
closed.
- In use the
the rail. | o |
The device when erected for use is simple
and convenient, and when not in use may be
compactly folded for storage or transporta-
tion. |
The backs of the booths are made of thin
boards N fastened together and screwed to

1

judges, clerks, &ec., sit within
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cross-pieces, as.shown in Figs.1 and 2. These
boards N close in the backs of the booths and
serve, when the booths are not placed against
the wall of a room, to prevent persons in the
booths showing their tickets to those in the
other booths. - - |

- Having thus deseribed my inventidn, what

I claim as new is—
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1. The improved election or voting appara-

tus, comprising the booths having foldable
frames, the table forming the ballot-box sup-
port,and therail extended between the booths
and the table, said rail being formed in sec-

| tions and adjustable longitudinally, whereby

it may be extended or contracted to adapt

the apparatus to different rooms, and may be

contracted for convenience in transportation

and storage, all substantially as and for the

purposes set forth. | E
2. I'he improved election or voting appara-

- tus herein described and shown, consisting

of the booths having their frames formed of

bars pivotally connected, whereby they may
fold together, the ‘longitudinally-extensible
rail positively connected with said booths, the

trestles arranged to support the said rail, and

‘the table D, hinged at one edge to the said

trestles and provided with hinged legs, where-
by to support its opposite or free edge, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. In an election or voting apparatus, a
booth or inclosure having its frame formed
with bars pivotally jointed, whereby it may

be folded, having its sides suitably closed

and provided with a door, all substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

4. In an election or voting apparatus, the
improved booth herein deseribed, consisting
of the back bars B’ B? back uprights B,
front uprights B% and connecting-bars B® B,
extended between and pivotally connected
with bars B3 3% and the curtains G, secured at
their rear and top edges, respectively, to the
bars B® and B® and detachably secured at

bo
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the front lower corner and the door, all sub- 93

-stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

PETER HOFFMAN.
Witnesses: |
- WILLIAM W. FRENCH,
AUGUST RODEMANN.
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