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To all whom it may concern:

~Be it known thatI, WALTON C. TIDBALL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Pic-
ture-Frame, of which the following is a speei-

fication.

My Invention is an adjustable and separ-
able metallic picture-frame—that is, it con-
sists of four pieces made up of sheetand wire

- metal, which are intended to be joined to-
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gether so as to form the four sides of -a pic- |

ture -frame. When not in use or during
transportation, &e., it may be taken apart—
that is, each side separated from its fellows—
so that the whole may be packed away in a
small space. KEach side is also made to
lengthen out, by which means the frame as
a whole is capable of being adjusted to re-
ceive pictures of different sizes and shapes
within certain limits. Thisframe issuitable
for all kinds of paper pictures, such as litho-

- graphs, steel and wood engravings, water-col-
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ors, etchings, &e.  Altogether it forms a light,
convenient,andartisticarrangement forhang-
ing pictures. For the body of the frame I
find brass the most suitable material, while
for the ornamental parts various metals or
plated ones may be used, thus securing va-
riety in style and effect. | | o

Ior the details of my invention reference
may be had to the accompanying drawings,
in which— S |

Figure 1 is a rear view of one-half the
frame. Fig. 2 is a front view of one-half
the frame. Fig. 3 is a view of the blank

~Irom which the side piecesare formed. Fig.
418 a view of the blank from which the cor-
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made from the beginning.

ner-pieces are formed. Fig. 5is a sectional
view (four times enlarged) of the above-men-
tioned side pieces and ends of corner-pieces
as fitted for use. |

The details of its construction will be best
understood by describing how the frame is
With this end in
view a piece of thin sheet metal is cut out, of
the shape and size shown by Fig. 3. The
part to the left of the dotted line A A’ is

rolled over until the edge almost touches,,

as shown in section at N, Fig. 5. Thesame is
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shown by Fig. 4, the part outside of the dot-

"ted line G H I being rolled over, soasto forni

the above-mentioned open-tube arrangement.
Returning to IFig. 3, the part-to the rignt of
the dotted line B B’ is folded upon itself (in

the rear) in the manner shown in section at

O, Fig. 8. Theedgeissoldered fast at point 1.
This “flat-tube” arrangement (for want of a
betterterm Icallitso)isintherearofthe frame,
and the object of it'is to furnish a means of
lengthening out the sides of the frame, as
shown in detail by Fig. 1. The wire M is
bent upon itself at the middle, and the loop

‘thus formed inserted into the flat tube, as in- ¢
A similar wire -

dicated by the dotted lines.

6o

18 ingserted in the other end of the flat tube,

the loops meeting at the center of the same.

1The ends of these wires project some distance
beyond the tube and are soldered into blocks
made fast to the sheet-metal corner-pieces, as
shown at 2 and 3. Thewires are still further
secured to the corner-pieces by a portion of
the latter, which folds overthem, forming, in
fact, a short-tube arrangement similar to
the sides, as shown at 4 and 5, and in projec-
tion by 6 and 7, Fig. 4. This looped wire
should fit snugly in the flat tube arrangement
of the sides,in which case it will move in the
same with a uniform steady friction. By
means of this device the corner-pieces may
be extended out from thesidesand held quite
firmly at any desired point. "Thelimitof this

extension is fixed by the small pinJ, project-

ing into the flat tube near its end. Theloop
in the wire prevents its being drawn out be-
yond this point. o | '

The sides D and F can bé attached to or

separated from the other two sides at pleas-
ure. 'This is accomplished simply by insert-
ing the ends of thefriction-wireinto the short-
tube arrangement of the corner-pieces, as
shown at 5, Ifig. 1.
wire are bent short upon themselves, so as to
form a shoulder which cateches on the edges
of the tube. To separate the sides from each
other it is only necessary to press these two
shoulders toward each other, when they may
be readily drawn out through the short flat
tube. . When a picture is inserted, it is in-

tended that the edges of the same should

done with reference to the corner-pieces, as | extend into and be covered by the circular
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The extreme ends of the
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- corner-piece.
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tube forming the outside edge of the frame.
To stretch and hold the picture securely in
pl_ace the corners of the frame are provided
with spring-clamps, as shown at K, Fig. 2.
Th_ese are secured to the frame in therear by
being soldered or screwed tothe metal blocks
already mentioned as holding the ends of the
friction-wire. (Vide 2 and 3, Fig. 1.) The
shape and size of the spring-clamp may be
varied—that is, it may consistof a single wire
at each corner, or two wires, as here repre-
sented, or itmay be made of strap metal. The
essential feature is an ornamental spring-

clamp attached to the blockinthe rear, curv-

ing over in front and pressing with consider-
able force upon the face of the sheet-metal

upon the picture, may be turned up and fur-
nished with anornamental attachment. An-
other such may be placed directly on or over
the corners of the frame; also, for further
ornamentation, the ends of the circular tubes

are plugged up with wood or metal attach-

The frontend, whereit presses

| ments, as shown by Fig. 2. These plugs must

be flat on the under side to allow the edge of
the picture to pass beneath them. To insert
a picture the two sides of the frame having
the corner-pieces attached are adjusted to fit
opposite sides of the picture and the latter in-
serted in its proper place. The other two
sides are then attached and the whole pulled
apart until the paper is well stretched.

The foregoing beinga full and accurate de-
seription of my invention, what I claim, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In an adjustable metallic picture-frame
having four separable sides, the combination
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of the double-tubed side piece C, the exten-

sion friction-loop M, and corner-piece L, the
latter having the spring-clamp K attached in
the rear to the block 2, all substantially as
described, for the purpose specified.
~ WALTON C. TIDBALL.
Witnesses: -
JOHN A. DUNX,
CHARLES MONTELIN. :
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