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Lo all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE T. LARI{IN a
citizen of the United St&t@b, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New

5 Jersey, have invented certain new and useful

Imp}ovemeuts in Devices for Blocking IHat-.
Bodies; and I do hereby declare the f()llowin-g'

to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
10 1n the art to which it appertains to make and
- use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to letters of refer-

ence marked thereon, which form a pmt of
this specification.

15 The present invention relates to 1mpmve-
| ments in hat-blocking devices; and it consists
more especially in prowdmn the brim - form-
ing flange thereof with means whereby the
same 1s prevented from being split when the
20 block used in such devices is driven tight

against.the hat-body in the process of form-
ing the hat. |
_ A further object is to provide the flange in
such devices with a metal strap or band, which
25 serves as a guide for the point of the knife in
cutting off the rough edge of the brim of the
hat-body, and which also. prevents the cutting
~away of the upper edge of the annular groove
or recess in the periphery of the flange, “which
30 is the great objection in the brim-forming
flanges now ordinarily used.” My improved
flange is designed to remedy these defects.
In the accompanying two sheets of draw-
ings, in which 1is illustrated my invention,
35 similar letters of reference are employed 10
indicate couespondmu pt—.utca in each of the
several views.
~ In said views, Figure 1 is a plau view of_' &
hat-block and my improved flange. 11g.2 18

40 a side elevation of the same, 11111%1 aling a felt |

hat stretched between the block and the
flange, and also over the latter, and fastened
thereto by means of a cord. Fig. 3 is a side
elevation of a flange having a mctal strap or
45 band arranged in the groove therein provided
- with a locking or fastening means for secur-
ing the ends of the strap thereto, which means

ﬁt into a cut-away or recessed portion in said

flange. Kig. 4 represents the flange in plan
50 with a part thereof and the ends of thé metal”

resented in horizontal section. Tig. 5 is a
view similar to Fig. 3, with the metal strap or
band removed, but 51:10W1nw the locking or
fastening dewce inserted 1n “the said ﬂfl,nﬂe, 55
and Kig. "6 is a vertical section of T Fig. 3. On
Sheet 2 Fig. 7 illustzates in plan view the
metal str ap Tormed or struck into shape. Fig.

8 is a blank of one of the ends of said stmp,
and Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the same. 6o
Fig. 10 is a top view of one part of the lock-
ing device. Fig. 11 is a vertical section of
the same part, taken through line % in said
Fig. 10; and Fig. 12 is the same part in per-
spectwe Fig. 13 is a side elevation of a 0j5
Wedoe-shaped plug which fits into the part

“{llustrated in said last-mentioned figures; and

Fig. 14 is a vertical section of the ends of the
metal band and the several parts of the lock-
ing or fastening device, illustrating the man- 70
ner of putting sald paltb together befme in-
sertion into the recessed peu’:t in the flange.

In the process of forming hatsthe hat- body
which has been previously steamed is shaped
or formed between the hat-bDlock and the %5
flange. Said flange as heretofore made was
pr 0V1ded with the peripheral recess or groove
shown in the drawings, and then the b11m of
the hat having been drawn over the flange is
fastened monnd the flange by means of a 8¢
cord arranged on the out'sule of the hat-body
directly above said recess. The hat is then
formed by means of pressure- exerted upon
the block, which is tightly driven into the
flange. While cutting away the rough edge 35
ar 01111{1 the- brim of the hat, the p(;mlt of 3]
sharp knife, which Is 1nser ted through the
material into the recess above the cord, thel e-
by often causes the upper edge of the recess
or groove around the flange to be cut and de- Q0
stmyed The flange also very often splits
across the weals.est part thereof when the
block is tightly driven home.

The improved hat-blocking device shown

- herein consists of the ordinar y block A and g5

the flange B, provided with a peripheral re-
cess or groove b cut away therein. This rc-
cess is angular in cross-section, as illastrated,
and into the same is fitted my metal strapor

band ¢, cortesponding in length to that of rco

the groove b, and which is bent, as shown more

strap and the locking or fastening device rep- i especially in Fig. 7, to provide the shoulder
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¢’. 'The ends of said strap or band are hook-

shaped, as at ¢® and ¢% The flange has a
cut-away or recessed portion or chamber b,
(see Fig. 4,) into which fits a locking or fast-
ening device, to which the hook-shaped ends
of the strap or band ¢ are attached. Said

fastening device consists of a portion d, into

which is fitted and is securely but removably

-arranged therein in a pocket d’, formed by

walls d? and d? which are inclined toward
each other, the wedge-shaped portion e. To

-securesald metal strap or band ¢ firmly around

the flange B in the groove or recess b, said
band is provided at its ends with hooks ¢?
and ¢’ as indicated in Figs. 7 and 9,one end
of which, as hook ¢% is hooked over the solid

portion or ledge d*in the portion d, as shown

in Ifigs. 4 and- 5, and the other hooked end
of the metal strap is brought over the top
side ¢’ of the wedge-shaped portion e and

“around the end ¢* thereof and fitted into the

slot or cut ¢’ in the said wedge-shaped nor-
tion. When the hooked ends ¢®and c¢®of the
metal strap or band have been attached. to
the portions d and e, respectively, said por-
tion d is inserted or placed into the recess
or chamber &’ in the flange, the strap ar-
ranged around the same in the groove or re-
cess 0, and the wedge-shaped portion e, to
which the other end of the strap has been at-
tached, is placed into the correspondingly-

shaped pocket d’in the portion d, so that the
inclined side e*slides down upon the similarly-

inclined side of the wall d3, and is thereby
firmly held in place in said pocket d’. A

pib f may be driven through the portions d

and e to prevent said partsfrom falling apart
when the metal strap or band has been ar-
ranged around the flange B in the recess or
groove 0 therein.

In Fig. 2 is shown the manner of arranging
the hat-body between the block and flange

~upon which the same is to be formed. As

shown, the hat-body ¢ is arranged over the
block A and pulled over the flange B, and that
part of the body which forms the hat-brim is
tied or fastened by means of a string or cord

h around the flange and over the shouldered

- metal band ¢ on the outer side of the mate-
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rial, as is clearly illustrated. The said metal
band or strap is angular in cross - section,
as has been stated, to provide the shoulder
¢’, which shoulder is above the upper edge
of the cord when the same has been secured
around the hat-body. When the point of a
knife is inserted above the upper edge of the
cord and below the shoulder ¢’ and through
the material, said knife is forced along the
shoulder ¢/, which acts as a guide, and the
brim of the hatistherebyevenly and smoothly
cut. By employing this metal band or strap
around the flange there is no danger of cut-
ting the upper wooden edge of the recess or
groove 0,and thereby spoiling the marking-
edge upon the flange, and to which the brim
of the hat is trimmed. |
Another great objection to the use of the or-
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dinary hat-brim-forming flange without the

metal strap is that in constantly drawing the
steamed hat-body over the flange and cording
the same around said flange the sharp wooden

edge above the groove in the peripheryof the

same, which, due to the great pressure exerted
upon the hat-body by means of the block, forms
a line or mark around the brim, to which the
same is trimmed, gradually becomes worn and
is rounded off, and its usefulness thereby de-
stroyed. By the employment of my metal
strap arrangedin said groove thisis prevented,

i and the brim can readilybe cut and trimmed
while upon the flange, or the hat-body, after
being formed, can be removed therefrom and

correctly and evenly trimmed when dry
around said mark formed by the sharp shoul-
der ¢’ on the metal band or strap, as will
readily be understood. Furthermore, ianges
as heretofore made, which are not provided
with my metal band, very often in applying
a very great pressure tothe block are caused

‘to split across the weakest part of the same

in the direction of the grain of the wood,
which renders the flange useless. *
Having thus described myinvention, what 1
claim is— | | |
1. In a device for blocking hats, a brim-
forming flange provided with a 7-shaped pe-
ripheral groove and a 7-shaped metal strap or

- band therein, for the purposes set forth.

2. In a device for blocking hats, a brim-
forming flange provided with an angular
groove around the periphery thereof, and a
correspondingly-shaped band or strap there-
in having on its opposite ends hooks formed
integrally thereon, which extend into a pocket
or chamber for attaching said band or strap,
as and for the purposes set forth. _

3. In a deviee for blocking hats, a brim-
forming flange provided with agroove extend-
ing around the periphery thereof, a metal
band or strap therein, and a fastening device
arranged 1n a pocket or chamber in one side
of the flange for connecting the ends of said
band or strap for securing the same in said
groove, for the purposes set forth.

4. In a hat-blocking device, a brim-forming
flange provided with a metal band or strap

bent angularly to form a shoulder, the free

ends of said strap being formed into hooks,
and a fastening device arranged in a pocket
or chamber in one side of the flange, to which
sald hooks are attached, and thereby secur-
1ng said strap or band to the flange, for the
purposes set forth. -

5. In a hat-blocking device, a brim-forming
flange provided with a metal band or strap
bent angularly to form a shoulder, hook ¢?
thereon hooked over a ledge in the portion d,
which 18 arranged in a chamber b’ in said
flange, a hook ¢ on the opposite end of said
strap adapted to be hooked into a slot in a
wedge - shaped portion e, which fits into a

pocket in the portion d, and a pin for secur-

Ing said parts together, for the purposes set
forth.
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- bent 7-shaped in cross-section to form a shoul-
der and provided with hook-shaped ends, as

I5
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6. In a hat-blocking device, in the brim- |
forming flange therein, a locking or fastening

device consisting of portions d and e, said

portion d being provided with a ledge d,"

walls d* and d?, forming a pocket, and a por-
tion e, fitting into said pocket, and a strap or
band arranged around said flange, the ends
of which strap ‘are hook-shaped, for attach-

ing the same to the portions d and e, and-

thereby securing the same to the ﬂa,nﬂ'e for
the purposes set forth
7. The herein-described metal ban,,d or strap |

bet forth.

8. In a hat- blockmo dewce in combination

with the flange havmﬂ a4 ehamber therein, of
a metal band encuehno said flange and pro-
vided with a locking devwe in S&ld chamber
concealed behind the ends of said band, for
securing said ends together, and the band

around the ﬂcmﬂ'e as and for the purp%e set

forth.
In testimony that I claim the invention set

29

forth above I have hereunto set my ha,na 25

this 7th day of December,1859.
| GEORGE F. LARKIN.
Witnesses:
FrEDK. C. FRAENTZEL
WM. H. CAMFIELD.
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