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1o all whom it may concern:
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. It is important that this connection should
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Be it known that I, Cassius M. C. FLEM-

ING, a cttizen of the United States, residing
at Maryville, in the county of Nodaway and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in- Winkers or
Blinds for Bridles, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
strong and durabie connection between a
bridle blindor winkerand a supporting-strap.

be so formed as not only to be strong, but
provision should be made for relieving the

blind as well as the strap from as mueh strain.

as possible.

Fastenings have heretofore been devised
which have for their primary object the pro-
tection of the strap; but it is more important
that the leather covering of the blind should

“be protected than the strap, because it is

cheaper and easier to repair thestrap than it
is to repair the blind.

~In carrying out my invention I provide a
stiff plate or body portion, which is faced on

each side and on the edges with leather or
similar material. To the plate or body por-.

_ tion I secure a fastening device or clasp,

30

35

40

45

which 1s arranged within the leather cover-
ing, and the supporting-strap extends through
the top or covering of the blind and is se-
curely held by the elasp.

The detailsof construction and the subject-
matter claimed are hereinafter designated.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a blind with my im-
provementsapplied. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the body-plate with the eclasp at-
tached. Fig. 3 18 a detail view in section on
the lines 3 3 of Figs. 1 and 4. Fig. 4 is a sec-
tion on the lines 4 4 of Figs. 1 and 3. Fig. 5
18 a detaill view of a modification.

The body-plate A is of metal orsimilarma-
terial, and is given the usual form and shape
of a bridle-blind. It 1is inclosed on both sides
and at the edges by a covering B, of leather
or similar material, in the usnal way. At the
front top end of the plate 1s secured a fast-

ening device or clasp C, consisting of a split

tube or ecylinder, preferably of metal, and
preferably projecting above the plate A to the
edge of the covering B. The split tube or
cylinder C is secured to the plate A, prefer-
ably by means of rivets ¢, which are headed
and shouldered as shown, and whose inner
ends are inclined or tapered to form spurs ¢,
projecting into the split tube.

The strap D is secured to the blind in the
following manner: The blind-covering having
been sewed around the edges of the plate, as
shown in Fig. 1, except at the opening x for
the strap, the lower end of the strap is in-
serted into the split tube while it is open.
The covering d’ of the strap is preferably
spread or flattened at its lower end, as shown
in Fig. 1, and when in this position on the
split tube is closed upon the strap and made
to tightly embrace it.
be flattened down with a hammer. It will
thus be seen that the weight or strain comes
upon the plate or body portion A and not di-
rectly upon the covering of the plate.

A secure fastening may be made without
the use of spurs ¢’; but I prefer to use them,
and when they are used they will enter the
lower end of the strap, as indicated in Figs. 3
and 4. Spurs such as shown may be em-
ployed, or other serrated or roughened sur-
faces may be used instead. For instance, a

roughened surface may be formed in the tube’

by puneching holes 7, which form annular

spurs %', as shown in Fig. 5.
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It may conveniently .
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My improved bridle-blind as thus described

18 very simple in construction and may be

easlly made and repaired. o
~Should there be such rough handling as to

‘break the bridle, the strap will give way be-

fore the blind will be broken, and as it is
cheaper and easier to repair the strap than

{ the blind the construction I employ is advan-

tageous. 'I'he broken strap may be detached
from the blind by opening the tube and with-
drawing the strap,and when a newstrapisin-
serted thetube may behammered down again.

Having thus described my invention,I de-

clare that what I claim as new is—
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In abridle-blind, the combination, substan- below the tube straightened out or flattened,
tially as hereinbefore set forth, of the metal- | for the purpose speelﬁed 10

lic body-plate, its leather covering, the split In testimony whereof I hm e hel eunto sub-
‘tube within and inclosed by the covering and | scribed my naine.

5 -secured to the metallic body-plate, spurs pro- CASSIUS M O FLEMING.
jecting into the tube, and the strap, the inner Witnesses:
end of which extends throughthe covering and WALTER L. ROBINSON,

is inclosed by the tube and which has its end | 5. 0. DNEE.
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