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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES II. TRUAX, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, Cook county, State of Ilinoisg, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

In Surgeons’ Cases, of which the following is
& Specifiation. o o

My invention is a case for amputating or
surgical instruments, constructed, as fully set
forth hereinafter, so as to avoid the necessity

ofemploying independent, cliSinfecting or ster-
por-

ilizing trays, and so as to enable every _
tion of the ease to be subjected to the action

- of cleansing implements and sterilizing-fluid.
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- racks being detached.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of my improved case

view showing the two parts of the tray de-
tached with the racks in position. Figs. 3
and 4 are detached perspective views of parts
of the fastening devices. IFigs. 5 and 6 are
cross-sections on the lines 5 6, Fig. 2. Fig. 7
18 a perspective view of the covering-plate;
Fig. 8, an end view of the case closed. =

The case consists of two similar trays A B,
stamped up or formed, preferably, each of a

open, the
Fig. 21is a perspective

single piece of metal, with the sides or flan ges.

connecting with the top or bottom portion by
curves, so as to avoid sharp corners in which
any matter might colleet and remain undis-
turbed in the cleansing of the tray. By mak-
ing each tray of metal it may be employed as

~ a water-tight receptacle for aseptic fluid for
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sterilizing the instruments used during an Op-
eration. By this construction the use of su -
plemental sterilizing-trays is avoided.

Lo enable each tray or section of the case
to be readily converted into a tray for the
aseptic fluid and avoid the necessity of re-
moving each instrument singly and rear-
ranging the instruments into position when
the case has to be packed, I provide each
tray with a rack C or D, construeted to sup-
port the instruments that are to be placed in
that portion of the case. Thus the rack C of

the section A consists of a metal base 1, with
end flanges or standards 2 3, each having
openings or slots 4 4, adapted for the recep-
tion and retention of the implements to be
supported by the rack, care being taken to
round the corners between the base and |

in place by. a

| flanges of the rack to avoid forming narrow

corners in which any matter may collect in a
pesition to escape contact with the scrubbing-
brush when the rack is cleaned. For the
Same reason the slots or openings 4 are all
made of sufficient size to admit the brush or
cleansing implement. - o |

The construction of the rack C is that
adapted for the retention of long instruments

extending the length of the case, and to re-
tain these instrumentsand therack in position
when the case is being transported I make -

use of cross-bars E, each of which extends
across the tray in position to confine the in-
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struments in place,and each cross-bar has an -

opening 5, from which a narrow slot 6 extends
to one edge to permit a rod 7, provided with
a lateral handle 8, to be passed through the
opening and slot and then turned to the Posi-
tion shown in Fig. 2 to confine the cross-bar
in place.” The rod 7 is temporarily connected
with the bottom portion of the tray by hav-
ing a conical head 9, fitting between two lugs

1 10 10, having adjacent beveled edges receiv-

ing the said head 9 between them and
venting the upward movement of the rod.
1'his constitutes a suf

placed by shifting it to one side and leaves
an open space between the Iugs 10 for the
passage of the cleansing-brush. Tt will fur-
ther be seen that every part of the conhect-
ing-rod and of the cross-bar is so exposed as
to be readily cleansed. The othep section I3

of the tray is provided with a rack D for sup-

porting smaller or shorter instruments, such
Supports consisting of uprights 12, formed by
slitting the plate 13, constituting the base of
the rack, so as to permit a limited portion to
be turned up and properly shaped to consti-

tute the upright of the desired shape and di-

1ciently-firm connection
for the rod, but permits it to be readily dis-
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mensions, the entire rack being thus formed

without sharp corners or joints, so as to be
readily and thoroughly cleansed.

Lo secure the various instruments sup-
ported by the rack D in place, a retalning-
plate F, corresponding with the interior of
the tray, is placed above the rack and held
suitable fastening, Tor in-
stance, one edge of the plate I is passed be-
low lips 14 at one edge of the tray, and piv-
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oted turn-buckles or latches 15 are then
swung to engage beneath lips 16 at the op-
posite edge of the tray, as shown in Fig. 6.
In order to secure access to every part of
the plate F and latches 15, the latter are con-
nected by means of T-headed studs 17 upon.
the latches passing through corresponding
slots 18 in plate F, when the latches are par-
allel with the edges of said plate, and serving

1o hold the latches to the plate with a pivot-

like connection when the latches are turned

after the insertion of their studs through the

opening.

The two sections or trays constituting the
case may be secured together in any suitable

manner; but in order to secure a hinge-joint
 that will retain them under ordinary circums-
stances, but that will permit them to be dis-
connected, and also permit access Lo every

‘the same, I construct such hinge by means of

portion of the hinge to cleanse and sterilize

two separated tubes 19 20, secured in line with
each other to the edge of one tray A, one or
both of said tubes having a longitudinal slot

21, and I support upon the edge of the other

tray or section a pintle-rod 22, connected with

 gaid section by a narrow neck 23, adapted to
pass through one of the slots 21. The two
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| the neck 23 passing through the slot 21, and

sections thus constructed are connected by
assing the rod 22 first through the tube 20,

then into the tube 19, the two sections being

held at about right angles to each other, and

when the neck 23 is between the two tubes
19 20 and the angle of the trays is slightly
changed the said neck will abut against the

edges of the inner ends of the tubes and pre-

vent the movement of one longitudinal tray
or section independently of the other, while

they may swing back and forth to open and

close the case.

"The case might be secured by any suitable
fastenings, as by pins 25, passing through coin-
ciding perforated ears 26 27 upon the two
sections. |

It will be seen that the tubes 16 20, ears 26

927, and pintle 22 and its support are all so
constructed that the surface of each part may

be readily accessible toclean and sterilize the |

sSame.

~ Although I have referred to the case as.

made of two sections or trays of metal, it will

| be evident that the same may be made of vul-

canized rubber or other hard and water-proof
material, and that the general form and con-
struction may be modified or changed with-
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out departing from the main features of my |

invention. |

Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struction and arrangement of parts shown, 1
claim— | o . -

1. An aseptic amputating-case consisting
of two water-tight trays having rounded cor-
ners provided with detachable supports for
the instruments, and with devices for connect-

ing the trays detachably together, substan-

tially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the detachable
water-tight sections of an aseptic case, of

racks for supporting the instruments, consist-
ing each of a base with uprightstand ards free

from sharp corners or sockets, and of water-
proof material, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the aseptic tray
and rack for supporting the instruments there-

of, of perforated and slotted cross-bars E and

securing-rods 7, connected detachably with
the tray, substantially as set forth. |

4. The combination, with the tray, rack, and
cross-bar, of securing-rods 7, each provided
with a conical head adapted to fit between
beveled-faced lugs upon the tray, substan-
tially as set forth. . o

5. The combination, with the section B of
the aseptic case, of a covering-plate If, pro-
vided with latches 15, having T-headed lugs
adapted to slots in the plate, substantially as
deseribed.

6. The combination, in an aseptic case, ot
two trays or sections A B, one provided with
separated tubes at the edges, one or both of
said tubes having a longitudinal slot and the
other provided at one end with a pintle, the
central portion of which is connected with the
{ray by a narrow neck, substantially as and

for the purpose set forth. .

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. ;

CHARLES II. TRUAX.
Witnesses: | o
M. L. BROWN,
E. E. PALMER.
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