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To all whom it may concern:

Klkhart, in the Statu of Indiana, have. in-
vented celta,ul new and useful Imp1 ovements
in Tire-lTighteners; and I do hereby declare
the followmfr to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the 11117(31:1t10n such as will ena-

ble others skilled in the art to which it apper-

tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an 1mpr0vement in-

devices for tightening tires, the object being
to produce a “device of this character which
may be readily and quickly applied to a wheel
without the necessity of removing the tire
from the wheel or the wheel from the vehicle,

and which shall be of simple, compact cou-.

- struction and easy to manipulate.
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With this object in view the invention con-

sists in certain novel features of construction
and combinations and arrangements of parts,.

as hereinafter set forth, zmd pointed out in
the claims. |
In the accompanying dlchlI]fTS Figure 11s

a view of my 11111)10\*@(:1 tire- twhtenel show-' |

ing the manner in which the same 18 applied
to a wheel. Fig. 2 is an inner face view of
one-half-of the device. Fig. 3 is a sectional

view.

AA 1ép1 esent two clf,m1p1nn~b10{,.ks adapted
to be clamped to a spoke of a wheel, as here-

~inafter explained. Each block A is provided
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- ears ¢ by means of pins f1s a bolt g.

on its inner face with a recess «, adapted to
conform to the contourof a spoke, and in each

recess ¢ a washer b, of leather or other suit--

able material,isinserted to prevent the spoke
from becoming marred by the metallic blocks.
The washers ¢ are extended beyond the top
and bottom of the Dblocks, and, being bent
over the top and bottom of the blocks, are
provided with perforations for the reception

of serews ¢, which screws enter serew-threaded

perforations in the blocks, and thus secure

the washers in place in the curved recesses a.

In each end of each block A is an elongated

recess d, and at opposite sides of one of the

slots d of each block A an ear e is made. |
Pivotally connected between each pair of
These

bolts are adapted to be swung into the slots

e when the blocks are placed 11:1 position on a
Spoke, and are screw-threaded at their cuter
ends for the reception of nuts /2, by means of

Be it known that I, JAMES N. PARKER, of.

]

which said blocks may be tightly clamped to
a spoke, washers ¢ preferably being inserted
between the nuts /i and the blocks A.
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Projecting centrally from the outer face of

each bloek A is a boss 3, the upper ends of

which bosses are preferably flush with the

upper edges of the blocks.
screw-thre&ded perforation is made for the
receplion of a screw B, each having a square
portion k& for the reception of a Wlench, by
means of which to operate said screws.

In each bossja

6o

To the upper or outer end of each screw B

a head Cis swiveled. The upper or outer face

of the heads C are made concave to conform

to the contour of the felly of a wheel, and a
portion of the periphery of each head C is

made with a flat face {, to permit the free

passage between them of a spoke.

The device being constructed as above set
forth, 1t 1s clamped to a spoke 1n the manner
before stated, and the heads C are made to
bear against the felly D at opposite sides of
a spoke K. |

The outward pressure exerted by the de-
vice upon the felly can readily be regulated
by manipulating the secrews C. W hen the

felly is thus forced outwardly, a washer of

leather or other suitable material will be in-

serted between the felly and shoulder of the

adjacent spoke. 'This operation may be re-

peated  at different points (preferably four)
throughout the periphery of the wheel until
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the tire becomes sufiiciently tightened.

A tire-tightener thus constructed IS very
compact, as well as easy and effective in op-
eration. |
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Having fully deser 1bed n:w invention, whatT

claim as new, and desue to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. In a tire- tmhtenez the combmatlon with
a pair of c:lampmfr bloek% adapted to ﬁt the
spoke of a wheel, said blocks having recesses

in theirsides, and a bolt pivoted to each block

and adapted to enter the recessed sides of the
blocks and secure the two blocks together, of
screws in the blocks having swiveled con-
caved heads thereon to receive the felly of
the wheel, substantially as set forth.

2. In a tire-tightener, the combination, with
a pair of clamping-blocks having their adja-

| cent faces recessed vertically and faced with

washers, and having bolt-recesses in their
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sides, and bolts pivofed to each block in po-] In testimony whereof I have signed.this
sition to swing into the recesses and be held | specification in the presence of two subserib-
therein, of screws in the blocks, said screws | ing witnesses. S | .
having angular portions on them and swiv- SR JAMES N. PARKER.
eled heads on their free ends, said heads be- Witnesses:

ing concaved on the top and flattened on one F. W. WILCOX,

side, substantially as set forth. 1 JOSEPH HENRY.
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