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To all whom it may concern .
Be it known that I, EPHRAIM SONEDECKER,
of Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and

- State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
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useful Improvements in Latches for Doors
and Gates; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of theinvention, such aswillenable others
skilled in the art to which 1t pertains to make
and use 1it, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form part of this
specification. | -

My invention relates to an improvement in
latches for doors and gates; and it consists in
the combination and arrangement of parts
which will be fully deseribed hereinatter.

The object of my invention is to attach to
the door or gate a latch-box which will eateh
upon the top of the cateh and serve to brace
or straighten up the door or gate and prevent
it from leaning upon the post or jamb.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the latch which
embodies myinvention, the partsbeing shown
in position. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are detached
views of the different parts of the lateh.

A represents an ordinary reversible catch,
which has its outer upper corner rounded
away, so that the projections B upon the latch-
box will mount or rise readily thereon.

The lateh-box C is preferably of the con-

struction here shown, and is provided at each

of its upper corners with a projection B,
which has its lower end rounded away, as
shown, so as to adapt it to move up the in-
clined surface of the catch. Nearthe center
of the inner recessed side of this lateh-box C
isa conical projection D, upon which the latch
G is pivoted. The latch extends across
through the latch-box, as shown in Fig. 1, and
being pivoted upon the projection D no screw
or other fastening device 18 needed for the
latech. There being a projection B at each
upper corner of the box, and the lateh being
adapted to be reversed in position, the latch-

box and the latch are made right and left, *

and thus adapted to be applied to either side
or edge of a door or gate.

|

When the door or gate swings shut, the pro-
jection B strikes against the rounded upper
corner of the catch and serves to raise the 50
cate or door slightly at the same time that
the upper end of the latch strikes against the -
rounded lower edge of the catch, and is de-
pressed until its nupper end passes below the
point upon the catch, when it rises into the 535
recess or noteh prepared to receive it. The
inner end of the latch being heaviest, the
shorter outer end is made to rise automatically
when left free to move, and hence after be-
ing depressed by the point of the latch it im- 60

‘mediately rises into position, the end of the

latch catching in the catch and the projec-
tion B catching over the upper edge of the

- cateh. The gate or doorislatehed at the same

time that the weight of the free end of the 63
door or gate is supported by the projection
on the latch-box. Iefore the gateor doorcan
be opened the inner end of the latch must be
raised so as to depress the outer end below

the catch, and then the gate or door can be jo

swung open. Any attempt to raise the gate
off its hinges will only result in making 1t

t latch the gate more securely.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim-- | 75
1. The combination of the catch, the latch-

box provided with projections upon 1ts cor-

ners, and a latch pivoted in the box, one of

said projections on the box adapted toengage
or be supported by the said catch, substan- 8o
tially as described. -
2. The latch-box provided with projections
upon its upper opposite corners and having
a projection upon its inner side with the
latch which is pivoted upon the projection 85
and which can be reversed in the box, and a
catch which is adapted to be reversed in po-
sition, substantially as shown and deseribed.
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

EPHRAIM SONEDECKER.

- Witnesses:
 R. FLICK,
L. A. REED.,
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