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| one end of the bier these loops are secured

1o all whom it ay concerw: | 45
Be it known that I, THOMAS W. LOFTON, of | to the inside rail, while upon the other end |
Kansas City, Jackson county, Missouri, have | they are secured to the outside rail. DBy this
invented certain new and useful Improve- | arrangement when the bier is extended the
¢ ments in Extension and Contraction Hand- | loops will advance toward each other, thus
Biers, of which the following is a full, clear, | affording support to the side bars where 1t 18 50
and exact description, reference being had | most needed.
to the accompanying drawings, forming a The legs E, located one at each corner, are
part hereof. | - | connected near their lower ends by a cross-
10 My invention relates to an improvement | rod F. Theyarealso braced by rods x, which
in biers; and itconsists in the novel construc- | are secured at their upper ends to the frame. g5
tion and combination of the various parts, | d represents a bolt, by meansof which rod
as will hereinafter be fully described and | Cis held in position.
claimed. - The legs are provided at their lower ends
1y In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 is with rubber tips e, for the purpose of pre-
a perspective view of my invention. Fig.2 is | venting any unnecessary noise in moving 6o
a broken away view in side elevation enlarged, | the bier. ¢ are also rubber tips, upon-which
showing more distinctly the handles and or- | casket rests. . _
namental braces, also the standards upon This bier, it will be seen, can be extended
20 which the bier rests. Fig. 3 is a perspective | or contracted, as may be necessary; but
view of the rectangular iron loop which | should it be desired to make it very short the 63
ouides the side bars ot the bier. | casket may rest upon braces D instead of
A represents my improved bier, which con- | eross-pieces C, as would be the case when a
sists, essentially, of an upper frame-work | casket of ordinary size is placed upon the
25 supported upon legs located at each end bier. | | |
thereof. Said frame is composed of side bars Having thus desceribed my invention, what 7o
A’ A’, secured together by cross-pieces C C | Iclaim as new,and desire to secure by Letters |
and DD. The cross-pieces C Care so placed | Patent, is— | :
that their upper surface projects slightly An improved bier consisting of the side
10 above that of the bars A’, and consequently | bars A’, cut away and shouldered, as de-
the casket rests only upon these cross-pieces. | scribed, the eross-pieces C C and D D, con- 7¢
The side bars A’ are formed in sections B B’, | necting said side bars, the loops H, secured
and are provided with handlesc attheir outer | to the side bars, the elastic tips ¢, inserted 1n
~ ends. Each section has a portion cut away | the cross-pieces C,and a suitable support at-
35 for the greater part of its length, leaving a | tached to each section of the side bars, near
shoulder b at its outer end. This is done in | the outer end thereof, all arranged and adapt- s

order that the sections may be placed to-
oether in pairs,and when so placed will form

ed to operate substantially as shown and de-
seribed. | |

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
"THOMAS W. LOFTON. -

“bars having the same cross-section as each
40 of them originally had. On these sections B
- B’, a short distance in advance of the shoul-
ders b, is secured an iron frame or loop H of
rectangular form, and provided with holes £,
through which screws may be passed. Upon

Witnesses:
A. A. HIGDON,
| _R. A. BALDERSON.
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