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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JAMES M. FIsH, a resi-
dent of Albuquerque, in the county of Ber-
nalillo and Territory of New Mexico,have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Portable Arm-Rests and Tables; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
aswill enable others skilledin the art to which
it pertains to make and use the same.

The object of my invention is to produce
a portable device adapted to be suspended
from the person and to hold paper for writ-
ing thereon, and also adapted to support the
hand and arm of the writer, and it 1s par-
ticularly designed for use on railway-cars or
other conveyances and-inlike situations; and
it consists in the construction hereinafter de-
seribed and pointed out. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective, and Fig. 2 a bottom plan view,
of the device. |

Reference -figure 1 indicates a board or
tablet, made of wood, paper, metal, or any
convenient material and supported upon
wires 2 2°, adapted to engage and be sup-
ported by a frame or yoke 3, shaped to hang

“upon theshoulders of the userand suspend the
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-~ when removed from frame 3.
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tablet in front of him. The supporting-wires
9 and 2* are secured to the board or tablet on
its under side, preferably by staples 4*,or by
equivalent means that will permit the wires
to turn for the purpose of folding the same
The ends of
each of these wires extend laterally from
the table, two of them 5 5 near its plane and

two 6 6 at a downward inclination for a pur-
pose to be hereinafter described, and they

are provided at their extremities with hooks.

The frame 3 may be made of one piece of
wire and it extends from the abdominal
region in front' up and over the shoulders on
each side of the neck and down across the
shonlder-blades vertically and thence across
the back of the user. The downward exten-
sion 4 is preferably made to reach below the
shoulders, so that it will aid to support the
table from the back in the region of the
shoulder-blades. Itismade continuous across
the back and is supported thereby. It is
preferably made of copper wire or other flexi-
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shaped to the neck, shoulders, and back of
persons of different size. In this frame 3, at
the front thereof and near the plane of the
table, are formed sockets 8 8. This may con-
veniently be done by coiling the wire of the
frame substantially as represented. Two
other sockets 9 9 are provided at the bottom
of the frame. These sockets receive the
downturned ends or hooks of the wires on
which the table rests, thereby supporting the
table from said sockets, as clearly shown 1in
Fig. 1. The endsof wires 5 and 6 are readily
lifted from their respective sockets, and then
folded down upon the under side of the board
convenient for storing or transportation.

At 7 is shown a wire-spring paper-clip that
may, if desired, be coiled at 10 on each side
of the board, the ends of the wire being se-
cured under the staples or in the material of
the board, as found convenient. The pur-
pose of this wire is to hold paper inserted
under it and allow its easy adjustment there-
under. | |

In operation the frame 3 is placed on the
shoulders of the user, so that the part 4 rests
against the upper part of the back, as speet-
fled, and the table is ‘supported on the wires
5 6, secured by means of their free down-
turned ends,which enter the sockets in frame

3 at or near the height of the elbow, and

so that the forearm and hand rest comfort-
ably on it in convenient position for writ-
ing on paper held under the spring 7. The

paper can be moved up under this spring and
from the writer, so that the writing thereon:

shall be out of the way of the hand, and so
that long paper or paper of any ordinary

length may be used.

The invention is independent of any par-
ticular size; but it has been found that a
table two feet and a half in length by one
and a quarter wide is very suitable and con-
venient, and that the coils or sockets may be
made an inch and a half in depth.

It is obvious that other paper-clips could
be used, though the form shown permits the
paper to be conveniently and easily pushed
up under it and out of the way. It will be
also understood that the exact location of the
sockets is not essential. It is, however, de-

‘sirable to uselight wire or other similar mate-

55

6o

75

30

35

Q0

95

100

ble material that will permit it tobe bent and | rial, and it is preferred _to arrange them in dif-
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ferent planes, so that the lower wire ends 6 6 | of the board

may act as struts to support the table. The
upper sockets or coils might be arranged in
a blane higher than the board, the wires be-

434,559

and the supporting-yoke situ-
ated at one side of the same, the wires secured
to the bottom of the board and having ends
extending laterally from said board and bent

5 ing bent in an obvious manner to reach to | into hooks, the frame or yoke being provided 55
and enter them. - - | with sockets to receive the hooks, all com-
Though the frame 3 could be made in one | bined substantially as described, whereby the
piece, it is conveniently formed of two pieces, | board may be suspended near the side of the
the ends of which may bemade tooverlap and person in a vertical plane passing through

to bend around each other, as indicated at 11 11. | the shoulder. 60
This construction,combined with the socket- | 2. Asupporting-yoke and frame and a writ-
colls, adds stiffness to that portion of the ing table or board situated laterally with re-
frame to which the rest or board is applied spect to the yoke, said board being provided
and permits light wire to be used, and such | with wires secured thereto and extending

15 wire orlike material can be readily bent and laterally therefrom and entering sockets in 65
modified to conform to the person of the | the supporting-frame atabout thelevel of the
wearer. | | i board and provided with other wires likewise

Devices of this general character have here- extending to one side, but to a lower level,
tofore been proposed, the board being placed | and entering sockets at such lower level, all

20 iImmediately in front of the person; butin none | combined substantially as described. 70
of these has provision been made for support- 3. A writing table or board and arm-rest
ing the hand or forearm in an easy position | a frame or yoke made of wire or like material
at the side, nor for conveniently using long | situated at the side of said board, having a
strips of paper,nor for supporting the device | lower part bent to conform to the abdomen,

25 by parts extending down over the shoulder- | and at each end of such part extending up- 55
blades and across the back, though wires have wardly and bent over and down and then con-
been passed over the shoulders and their ! nected transversely at the rear, the wire ex-
ends left free, a construction which required tending acrosgthe back and the whole adapt-
heavier material than in mine, in which the | ed to conform to the front, sides, shoulders,

30 wiresare connected transversely, and the free | and back of the person and provided with 8o
ends of the wires in the former construction | sockets to receive supporting-wires extending
were liable to cateh in the clothing when the | laterally from said board, and said support-
device was being applied to the person, and ing-wires made of different.lengths, substan-
they were also liable to spread apart unless tially as described.

35 made quite stiff. 4. The writing-table and arm-rest provided 8

I am aware that wire-spring paper-clips | with supporting-wires of unequal lengths ex-
upon writing-tables are not new, and such de- | tending laterally with respect to the table,
vice is not of my invention; but a clip is | but at different angles, combined with a yoke
especlally important in connection with a | or frame having sockets at different eleva-

40 writing-table which is located at the side of | tions toreceive the several wires, whereby the sle
the person, and therefore remote from the | table is supported at the side of the person
free hand of the writer. My claim of inven- | when in use, substantially as deseribed.
tion, however, is confined to the construction In testimony whereof I have signed this
substantially as set forth, whereby the table specification in the presence of two subserib-

45 1s supported at the side either with or with- ing witnesses. |

out a clip.
Having thus described my invention, what

JAMES M. FISII.

I desire to secure by Letters Patent is as fol- |
lows:
50 1. Thearm-rest and writing-table composed |

Witnesses:
EDWIN COOPER,
IFRANK BURGETT.
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