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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Epwin K. BLAIKIE, of

‘Somerville, in the eounty of Middlesex a,nd
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new

and useful Impr ovementin Harness, of which

the follewing, taken in LOHHBGTIO]’I with the

accompanying drawings, is a specification.
This invention 1elfttes to a deviece which
may beused asa mar tingale and asa hitching-

strap.
IFigure 1 of the accompanying drawings

1'ep1‘esents a saddle-horse having a harness

provided with this combined martingale and
hitehing-strap. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
front of thisdevice. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
the rear end thereof and of a section of the
belly-band, to which it is connected. Fig. 4
1s a plan view of the rear end of this dewce
in a modified form in connectlon with the
belly-band.

The bit-strap a 1s provided with snap-hooks

e.at its opposite ends for engagement with
the bit at opposite sides thereof, said strap
constituting the looped front portion of the
martingale or hitching-strap. A strap.b, con-
stituting the rear portion of the martingale,
1s attached at its front end to the center of
this strap or loop ¢ and provided at its rear
end with a snap-hook e. The belly-band g
18 provided with a laterally-projecting loop ¢/,
which carries an eye f adapted to be engaged
by the snap-hook e¢. The straps a and b are
preferably constructed of flexible wire cord
and connected by a metallic coupling ¢, but

1f desired these straps may be composed of

leather, and the rear end of the strap 0 may
be provided with a buckle 7 and perforations
for the tongue of the buckle, whereby a loop
i may be formed in lieu of and as an-equiva-
lent for the snap-hook e.

The operation of my invention is as fol-
lows: The mar tingale, of either form shown,
is connected by one end to the bitinthe usual

manner,

| but at the other end, instead of the :
45 belly-band or hold-down strap being threaded |

(No model.)

| through a fixed loc}pfm:med on the end of the

martingale, as is usual, the belly-band or hold-

‘down strap has secured thereto at the proper

point a ring or loop, as f, and the detachable

or opening loop, as the snap-hook e, or the

‘loop-strap h on the martingale is made to en-

gage with said ringor loop /. When it is de-
sired to stop and leave the horse, the hook ¢
or strap n is disconnected from the belly-

5O

band or hold-down strap and secured to the gs

hitehing-post by snapping said hook upon the
ring on said post; or, in the case of theleather
martingale, buckling thestrap/vintosaid ring,
all as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. :
The advantage of this invention is that
whenever the horse ‘is properly saddled or
harnessed for use there is always upon him
a convenient and sure means of hitching him,

6o

and one that can be very much qulcker'

brought into use than an ordinary halter that
18 stowed away 1n the carriage; and in case of

the saddle-horse it is a still greater advantage,

for-the reason that a Ieady means of hitch-
ing is always at hand without disfiguring the

horse or his paraphernalia by means o_f a 70

special hiteching-strap or halter which must be
worn by the horse forlack of a,smmble place
to hide it. :

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

A combined martingale and hitching-strap,

75

consisting of a bit-strap.provided with snap-

hooks at its ends for attachment to the bit,
and a strap connected at one end to the cen-
ter of said bit-strap and provided at the other
end with a snap-hook oritsequivalent for at-
tachment to the belly-band or hitching-post.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification, in the presence of

two subsecribing withesses, on this 28th day
of October, A. D 1889.
| EDWIN K BLAIKIE
Witnesses:
N. C. LOMBARD,
C. A. MCCLURE.
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