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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown that I, ADOLPHUS Y. ANDREWS,
of Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-

‘ment in Writing-Desks, of which the follow-

10g 18 a specification.
My invention relates to writing-desks; and

1t consists of certain improvements which are

fully set forth in the following specification,
and shown in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part thereof.

The object of my invention is to produce a
compact and convenlent writing-desk which
1S particularly adapted to portable desks for
the use of travelers, &c.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
sultable box to contain writing implements,
&c., and an extensible pad suppmted by the
box and laterally movable thereon. By this
construction the writing-pad is always held
firmly in place and forms an excellent cover
for the receptacle, which may, if desired, be
formed in the box under the pad.

The details of my invention are more fully
set forth in the description of the drawings
which follows. .

Kigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
ploved writing -desk with the writing-pad
partly extended Fig. 2 is a cross- 5ect1011&1
view of the same, upon an enlarged scale, on
line z «, Fig. 1; and Fig. 8 is a perspeetive
view of one of the detached guides of the
movable pad.

A is a suitable box,which may be provided
with the usual ink- bottle B, &e.

C1is areceptacle formed in the box A, which
may be used to contain paper, letters, &e. The
frame of the box on two sides of the recepta-

cle C is raised or extends upwardly to form

guides E for the pad or cover D, and these
ouides are provided with grooves ¢, in which
the side edges .d of the pad D are adapted to
move. Carried by the lower face of the pad
or cover are angular guide-pieces I, the ver-
tical portions of Wthh bear analnst the in-
ner sides of the box A below the grooves C.
I prefer to arrange these pieces F near the
two frontcorners of the pad or coverD. These

angular pieces F also limit the movement of | the flat rim of the receptacle C, and the an-
50 the pad D and prevent it slipping out from

| the ends of the grooves c.

The pad or cover
may be prowded with a flap G, adapted to be
folded over upon it when the Wlltlllﬂ‘-deSk 18
closed, the flap G being provided with the
usual compmtments for wutmo'-pa,per envel-
opes, &c¢. If desired, the pad may be pro-
vided upon its upper face with a blotter held
in place by corner-pieces g; but with these
detalls my invention 1s not concerned.

It will be seen that by the construction shown

and described the writing-pad D is firmly held

in place, movement, bem-:r prevented in every
direction, except that of the guiding-grooves

¢, and may easily be moved to open the re-

ceptacle C whenever desired. This move-
ment of the cover or pad D in a lateral plane
is particularly advantageous in a writing-

55

6o

desk, as 1t does not render it necessary to re-

move the letter which is being written or
other articles from the pad when itis desired
to open the receptacle C, as it is necessary in
a construction in which the pad or cover is

hinged. When the pad D is exiended, the

ﬂa,p (> may be Lmned under to form a sup-
port for it.

Instead of forming the guiding-groove c
upon theouterside of the box A in the frame

of the box, it may be formed by means of an

angle-piece, preferably of metal, covered with
leather or other suitable covering secured to
the side of the frame of the box A by means
of screws ¢ or otherwise, with its horizontal
portion a slight distance above the upper face
of the edge of the box to form the guiding-
groove ¢, as shown in IKig. 2.

“While 1 prefer the minor details of con-
struction here shown, it is apparent that they
may be modified without departing from the
spirit of my invention.
~ What I claim as new, and msh to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the boz«:A provided
with a receptacle C, formed with a flat rect-
angular upper rim, s:-;ud box A being provided
with parallel 1wuuhng -grooves ¢ 1mmed1d,tely
above and adjacent to said flat rim, the ex-
tensible pad D, having its edges d fitting into
thegroovescan d 1ts lower surface resting upon

gularguide-pieces I, carried by the under Sur-
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face of the pad D at some distance from the |

edge thereof and bearing upon the inner side
Wa,lls of the receptacle 5 below the grooves c.
2. A writing-desk provided with a recepta-
cle, guides upon the sides of the receptacle,
and a laterally-movable cover for said recep-
tacle having its edges guided by said guides
and prowded upon one of its sides with a flap
adapted to be folded overthe face of the cover.
3. The combination of the box A, having

an upwardly-eﬁtendmwgmde pmtlon K upon

one side, provided with a guiding-eroove c,
an angle-piece secured to the other side of the
box to form a second groove ¢, corresponding
to and parallel with the former, and the ex-
tensible pad D, guided by said grooves ¢ c.
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4. The combination of the box A having =

an upwardly-extending guide portlon E upon

~one side, provided with a guiding-groove c,

an ano*le-plece formed of metal pr ovlded with
a covering of leatheror other 5111table material
secured to the other side of the box to form a,

‘second groove ¢, corresponding to and parallel

with the former, and the extensible pad D,

| guided by said grooves ¢ c.

In testimony of which mventlon I havehere-
unto set my hand. :

A. Y. ANDREWS.

Witnesses: |
ERNEST HOWARD HUNTER,
MAURICE H. HHOLMES,
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