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Lo all whem it may concern:

e it known that I, DANIEL LUMBERT, of
Centreville, in the county of Barnstable and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Cranberry-

Pickers; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing is a full and exact description thereof,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, making a part of this speci-
fication.

My invention has for its object to improve

and perfect the movable stripping-frame for
holding the vines upon the fork in a cran-
berry-gathering machine; and it consists in
the novel construction of the frame, as is here-
inafter deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
an elevation. in perspective of my improved
cranberry-picker, and Ifig. 2 a longitudinal
vertical section thereof in line xz x of Fig. 1.

The machine is constructed, as usual, of a
gathering - receptacle constructed of a rear
plate A, two side plates B3 I3, projecting there-
from, and a series of parallel rods C C, like-
wise projecting to the front from the lower
portion of the rear plate and in the plane of
the lower edges of the side plates. These
parallel rods are made of about the same
length as the side plates and constitute not
only an open bottom for the receptacle, but
also a gathering-fork to be pushed in between
the eranberry-vines under the berries to fa-
cilitate stripping them therefrom.

The stripping-frame, by which the vines
caught by the fork are prevented from slip-
ping off of it at the front, is constructed of
two comparatively short side pieces D D, piv-
oted upon pivot-pins K E at theirinner ends,

each to and against the inner face of one of

the side plates B of the receptacle forward of
the middle of its length and near to the up-
per edge of the plate, as shown in Fig. 1, and
which are connected at each end by trans-
verse top bars I and . 'T'he front ends of
these connected side pieces D D of the strip-

ping-frame are made of a width equal to that

of the side plates I3 I3 of the receptacle, and
the pieces are so proportioned in length as
that when swung down upon their pivots, so
as to bring their upper edges in a horizontal
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| said side plates, their front endsshall likewise

coincide with the front endsof theside plates.

The lower edge of ecach side piece D 18 cut
away from a poiatat g near its front end (see
I'ig. 2) to the upper rear end thereof in a di-
agonal line imparting a triangular form to

the piece, which will prevent any obstruction

thereby to the movement of the gatherer as
it is forced into the vines.

The stripping-frame is completed and the
front of the gathering-receptacle is closed
when the frame is depressed by means of 'a
series of wide rectangular wire loops H H, de-
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pending from the front cross-bar G near to .

its inner edge, of a length to reach the level
of the rods of the gathering-fork when the
stripping-frame is depressed and in position
to nearly touch their free outer ends, as shown
by the dotted lines in Fig. 2. These loops
are placed closely one to another in the same
right line, and are each fitted with a number
(preferably three) of wire guards X K, which
are made to project out from the lower mem-
ber of each to the plane of the front ends of
the side plates B I3 of the gathering-frame,
and are then bent up parallel with the loops

“to the top thereof and there bent back to-

ward the cross-bar G, to whose front edge
their upper ends are secured.

Preferably the two end loops II” H’ in the
series are guarded by sheet-metal plates L L,
(see Fig.1,) bent and secured in the same man-
ner as the wire guards I K. These guarded
wire loops, which thus form the front end of
the stripping-frame and close the front end
of the gathering-receptacle when the stripper
is depressed, facilitate the detachment of the
berries from the vines caughtin the gatherer.

Themachineisprovided,asusual,withahan-
dle M, extending forward from the rear plate A
(to which it is preferably made fast by means
of a wire hracket M’) centrally over the gath-
ering-receptacle to about the middle thereof,
where it is supported by a wire stay or brace-
rod N, extending from its front and back to
the lower portion of the rear plate, as shown
in Kig., 2.

The stripping-frame is automatically lifted
to open the gathering-receptacle and clearits
fork by means of a spiral spring O, extended
from the front end of the handle M to the

position coincident with the upper edges of | middle of the front eross-bar G of the frame.
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