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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, CHARLES E. WINDOM, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ster-
ling, in the county of Whiteside and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Casket-L.owering Devices;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference

“marked thereon, which form a part of this
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specification.

My invention has reference to casket-low-

ering devices; and the object of my invention
is to provide a certain, unobtrusive, and si-
lently - working mechanism, by the use of
which the rough box containing the casket
can be quietly and evenly lowered into the
grave.

The objective point in my invention 18 to
provide a mechanical appliance which, in the
first instance, supports the rough box at the
top of the grave in which the casket can be
placed before lowering, and which will per-
mit the rough box and its contained casket
to pass quietly and slowly of their own
oravity to the bottom of the grave, any ac-
celeration or momentum in such movement
being obviated by a friction-brake, as here-
Inatter described.

In the drawings, I'igure 1 is a partial side
elevation of my invention, the side of the
rough box being indicated by dotted lines.
Fig. 2 1s a partial plan of the same, the grave
being indicated by broken full lines and the
top of the rough box by dotted lines. Ifig. 5
is an e¢nd elevation.

Fig. 4 is a detail view
of the brake mechanism.

A, Fig. 2, represents an open grave.

B is a rough box closed and containing the
casket preparatory to being lowered.

C O are short vertical posts seated in palrs
at each end of the grave A. A cross-brace D 1s
loosely journaled in suitable side extensions €’
on each pair of posts C, being held adjust-
ablv therein by set-serews D/, whereby the in-
terval between each pair of posts C can be
readily increased or diminished to adjust the
mechanism to different-sized graves. Longi-

tudinal shafts E E are journaled at each end, | too great velocity.

respectively, in suitable side extensions C* on
a corner-post C,and can also be made adjust-
able in the said extensions by means of set-
serews D2, so as to be adapted to graves of
different lengths. The eross-braces D and
shafts E, together with the four posts C, con-
stitute a rectangular frame inclosing, when
in use, the grave. Upon each of the rotary
shafts E are keyed two lowering-pulleys I,
to each of which is attached the inner end of
a strap G. The outer or loose end of the
strap G is provided with a metallic cross-
head G’, adapted to readily engage and dis-

engage the hooks B/, fastened to the side of

the casket I3 at or near the bottoin of the lat-
ter. The pulleys F have a deeply-grooved
periphery, capable of containing the belt G

when wound thereon, and said pulleys are ad--

justably seated on shafts I& by means of set-
serews I/, so as tobe capable of being shifted
endwise. On the end of one of the shafts Ik
is rigidly seated a sprocket-wheel II, integral
with which theve is a frietion brake-pulley J.
A sproeket-chain I extends from thesprock-
et-wheel II to a corresponding spocket-wheel
I., seated on a short horizontal post L', at-
tached to the adjacent portion of the cross-
brace D or to somesuitable projection of the
adjacent post C. On the inner face of the
sprocket-wheel L and integral therewith 1is a
small pinion M, which engages with a corre-
sponding pinion N, rigidly seated on the end
of the othershaft E. DBy the interconnection
just stated it is obvious that both shafts K
must move with the same velocity, and their
axial rotations must be in different directions,
whereby the adjacent or inner faces of the
opposing pulleys I will always move in the
same direction. It is important that the
straps G be lowered and raised from the in-
ner side of the pulleys I, so that said straps

may be kept out of contact with the margin

of the grave, and thus prevent them from
precipitating clods or dirt upon the descend-
ing casket.

- It is intended that the weight of the rough
box, casket, and body shall be sufficient to
operate the machine and lower themselves,
and there rem:ains only the application of
mechanism to prevent the descent of the
rough box and contents into the grave with
'T'o prevent this I provide
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- the gravity of the rough box and contents to | pedal-lever O, adapted to intermit the action

30 operatethemiachine and toallow the rotation | of said spring, substantially as shown, and

.. of the shafts E to be effected. by the weight | for the purpose described.

35 tuted for the lever O, for instance, a crank | Witnesses: .
- upon one of the shafts K; but at such times - JOHN G. MANAHAN,
the least demonstration is the best, and the

FRANZ BURGER.
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