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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK REAST, a
subject of the Queen of England, residing at
Hastings, in the county of Sussex, England,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Corsets, (for which I have ob-
tained British Letters Patent No. 9,368, dated
July 1, 1887, and French Letters Patent were
granted to Walter IHubbard, No. 196,922,
dated March 23, 1889,) of which the following
1s a specification. |

This invention relates to improvements in

the construction of corsets or stays for women,
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men, and children, and has for its objects to
afford support to the back of the wearer, to
keep the figure erect, and to expand the chest,
and to a great extent to prevent tight lacing.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective elevation of the back of a cor-
setintended for women. Fig.2isan extended
view of stays adapted for men and boys,
drawn in full lines, and superimposed there-
on is shown by dotted lines an extension
thereof to make it suitable for women and
oirls, and Figs. 8 and 4 are detailed views of
that portion of the shoulder-straps that pass
under the arms. '

In carrying out this invention the back
portion of the corsets, denoted by A and A’
in Fig. 1,-are prolonged to form shoulder-
straps ¢ and ', of gradually-decreasing width,
and of such length as to terminate under the
arms, so that the extremities thereof may be
secured in position by buckles b ', attached
to short strips of elastic webbing ¢ ¢/, sewed
to the shoulder-straps. The shoulder-strap
¢ on the right erosses and overlaps the strap
a’ and passes over the right shoulder, while
the left strap a’ erosses beneath and is over-
lapped by the strap a, and passes over the
left shoulder. |

At the free extremity of each of the straps
a o’ are short lengths of elastic webbing d d’,
which respectively engage with the buckles
bb’. The object of inserting these lengths

of elastic material ¢ ¢’ and d d’ is to allow
free use of the arms, as the webbing yields

| to every movement thereof.

The shoulder-
straps are in part stiffened by bones or steels
h W fitted in pockets formed in the straps.

Loops or supports 7 7 are stitched at one
end to the corset A and A’, and at the other
end to the strap « «’, and through these
shoulder-straps are passed and supported
thereby. It will be seen that the lacing at
the back of the corset is not continued up-
ward the entire height, but only about the
lower half, as the shoulder-straps answer the
purpose of lacing for the upper portion of
the corset with greater advantage.

Fig. 2 represents by full lines stays adapted
for men and boys.
portion of the corset is dispensed with, but
the shoulder-straps ¢ and a’ are carried across
and over the shoulder, as described for Fig.
1, and are secured in position by the buckles
b and b’ engaging with the free and elastic
ends  and d’. The back portions of the cor-
set A and A’ are in this instance prolonged
to form a girth k&, and secured around the
waist by a buckle m. When this kind of
corset is to be used by females, front or bosom
portions are provided, as shown by the dotted
lines of Fig. 2, and furnished with long or
short busks, as required. Bones or steels f
are inserted for stiffening purposes.

To prevent the straps a ¢’ twisting into a
string and hurting the wearer, I insert a short
piece of elastic tubing ¢® at the part passing
beneath the arms, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
This tubing may také the form of two small
pipings ¢’ ¢, inserted along the edges of the
fabric ¢® and stitched in along the lines @', as
shown in Fig. 3.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged view of the tubing
sewed to the fabric, and indicated by ¢® ¢* in
Figs. 1 and 2.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to besecuredby Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

As a new article of manufacture, a cor-
set having diagonally crossing and overlap-
ping shoulder-straps with supporting-loops,

| one end of each loop being attached to the
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In this the bosom or front
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- Back of the corset and the other end to a | specification in the presence of two subserib-

- shoulder-strap, a twist-resisting flexible tub-| ing W1tnescses | | o
ing attached.to each shoulder-stmp at the | o I‘REDERICK REAST R

o -'*;-;-.-pomtmtuatedbeneaththe arms of the wearer, | \Vitm;sses' .
5 an elastic webbine and securing-buckle at-|  ARTHUR CHAPMAN,

tachment to the suoulder- -strap near the back, | Solwcitor’s Articled Clerk, '35 Cambr ulge Gm- S

. and a short length .of lacing on the lower | dens Hastings, Sussex, England.
I -portion of ﬂlﬁback of the cmbet substan-{  W. STANDEN, - O
- tlally as and for the purpose set forth. Sohcatar s Clerk, 3 Porélcmd Tewace I{ast- D
------- 1o  In testimony whereof I have signed this| mgs, Sussez, Eﬂglcmd
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